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+ Epiſtle to the Reader. 
i 2 TS 4 common Obſervation of heavy Be- | 


= 


— nw. — — 2 


dies iu their Deſcent, that the ſur- 
ther they fall, the ſwifter they mode, 
: the exact Proportions whereof ſome | 
curious Men pretend very nicely to calculate | 
and adjuſt: The Cauſe whereof, the antient 
Ph:toſohers will hade to be an internal Prin- f 
ciple of Gravity ; but modern ones tell us, tit 
the Preſſure of. ſome fine and ſubtil Particles 
of Matter, the more of which gets on their 
Backs, the greater is that Force wherewith | 
they puſh em forward, and ſend em a-going. 
Something like this there is in Hereſy; for 


when once Men have taken one Step over the 
fatal ee what through the Weight of ' 
the innate Principle of Corruption, and what 
through the ſecret Influence of the tudiſible Pow- | 
ers of Darkneſi, down they tumble aface, with 
greater Speed every Day than other, tall they 
drop into the Lake of open Infidelity, which | 
lies at the Bottom; and whither their next | 
Fall wall be, is eaſy to determine. | 
Me hav? a Proof of this in ſome of the fo" 
reign Uztarians, They began with denying 
the Deity and Satisfaftion of Chriſt. Thence Ji 
be Fran- 
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Iv The Epiſtle to 
Franciſcus Davidis, Chriſtianus Francken, Gli- 
rius and others Proceeded to deny the Lawful- 
neſs of giving religious Worſhip to him; wath _ 
whom, in this, our Engliſh * Unitarians, bo 
are their Spawn, do generally fall in. g 
Smalcius reproaches thas Tribe, as Perſong 
of f little Underſtanding, and pi d up with | 
| a Jewiſh Spirit. Niemojevius, one of the Uni- 
| tarian Fraternity, ſays, + they are ignorant of ' 
| Chriſt, have never taſted how kind and fweer \ 
| the Lord is ; and that tit moſt certain, that 
| all who are of this Strain, are Pſendo-chriſti- 
ans, or luke-warm ones, and are not built on 
Chriſt as lively Stones. And Socinus hwmſelf 
every where thunders againſ} em as Jews * and 
Mahometans more than Hereticks, unworthy of 
the Chriſtzan Name, who did in Reality, and 
in their Hearts altogether deny Jeſus to be the 
Meſhab, Hat nothing more wicked could have 
been invented fore deprading our Religion, | 
that 'tzs Impudence in them to profeſs them- 
ſelves | 


* 


* Brief Hiſt. of Unit. p. 109. Anſ. to L. Milb. 5. 
46, 47, 43, 49. Confid. of Explio, of th? Trin. p. 11, 
13, 27, 28, 59. Adeo ut homines ifti non multum 
intelligere dici poſſint, qai ſpiritu Judaico inflati, 
&c. Smalcius de Divin. J. Chriſti, Cap. 24. F So- 
cini Opera, Tom. I. p. 398. Col. 1. & Tom. 2. p. 
466. Col. 1. For we have ſeveral Epiſttes between Niæ- 
moj2vius and Socinus twice ov.r, and ſomewhat mere 
larcely in the firſt Tome than in the ſecond. per. 
Tom. 1. p. 400. Col. 2. it. p. 656. Tom. 2. p. 467. 
it. p. 535+ it. p. 538. Col. 2. f Reſp, ad Wiek. 
Jom. 2. p. 538. it. p. 470. | 
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to Epicureiſm and Atheiſm. 


1 the Read 9. 4 V 


Setves to be Chriſtians, that they can't be ſaved, 


and that Palzologus, for this Reaſon, was juſt- 


"|. by left of God to turn Papiſt, to be put to 
Death in this World, and le damned in the. 


Heut. 
And, in another Place, he brands em in the 
Cheek; for, he tells us, he never knew one 
ood Man among them all; but he had ſeen or 
| 9c many of them that wwere turned Epicu- 


rians, and down-right Atheiſts, which ( ſaith 


be) is not at all to be wondred at, for this O- 


pinicu of theirs does, Ly a ſhort Cur, " 


Notwirhſ(tanding all chis Heat, it tui 
poſſible to maintain the giviug religious Nor- 
ſhip to Chriſt, when his Draty, the Foundation 
thereof, is denied; for religtonſly to fray to a 
mere Creature, 2s vile Idolatry. And Soc inus 
wat, on another Account, the unfitteſt Man in 
the World to pronounce ſo ſevere a Cenſure ; for 
he affurmed only, that it was lacuful f ro invocate 
our bleſſed Lord, (and then too, we muſt be 
ſure; it be only + in Matters belonging to his 
Church) but at was no commanded Duty, 

"TY though 


* Neminem ſe ex iſtorum numero adhnc noviſſe 
* Chriſtiana pietate & vitæ ſanQimonia effer præ- 


itus; immo nonnullos ex ipſis fe vidiſſe aut ſciviſ-—- 


ſe Epicureos & plane Atheos fafios. Nec mirum 
eſſe, cum hæc ad Epicureiſmum & Atheiſmum ho- 


mini Chriſti ſabris initiato via compendiaria quædam 


foret, Socin. Op. Tom. 2. p. 773. Col. 1. F lb. p · 
46 5. Col. 1. + Ib. p. 803. Col. 1. 


im- 


V | The Epiſtle to 
though, Be A5 we are required to adore and 


deeply conſider rhe Matter, that there ſbould be 


| ſupra. | : 


truſt Vm. For which Niemojevius, though 
at other Times he flatters and fawns him, 
yet tells him on this Occaſion, that he had whol- 
ly ruined their Cauſe ( as indeed he bad; and 
that he talked f impertinently, and, by his. good 
Leave, a little inconfiderately. Add hereunto 
what Socinus ſairh in another 4 Place, and 
which, in vain, he does elſewhere * endeavour 
to ſoften and exci;ſe, * that af any Man hath 45 
* but ſo much Faith, that he can always go 
dir d God himſelf, and don't need the 
ci which araſes from the Invocation of 
* Chriſt, Bit Brother, tempred in all Things, 
* this Man hath no Need to invoke Chriſt. 
Smalcius 100 bad as little Reaſon for his be- 
ins ſo fFarp on theſes Men, ſeerng he tells ns, 
that it don't ſeem paſſille } to them who a little 


RT. -,.,Qv_ * 


any Precept concerning the Invocation of 
Chraſt, though the ſame Gentleman, in the lar- 
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* Socin. Op. Tom. 2. p. 715. f Facis 1d impec- 
tinenter, immo (pace tua fir dictum ) minus conſi- 
derate,Ib.p. 470.Col. 2. 5 Quod {1 quis tanta eſt fide. 
præditus, ut ad Deum ipſum perpetuò recta accede- 
re audear, nec conſolatione, quæ ex Chriſti Fratris 


ſui, per omnia tentati invocatione —— in- 


digeat, huic non opus eff, ut Chriſtum invocet, Ib, 

715. Col. 2. * Cont. Wiek. Tom. 2. p. 538, 539. 
188 i quis rem paulo altius conſideret, quod ad 
Chrifti invocationem attinet, non videtur fieri poſſe, 
ut extet de ea aliquod præceptum, Smalci us ubi 
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the Reader. 


vii 


ger Rachrian Carrebiſm, tells ur, the Wor 7. 
Cbhriſt war 4 Precept * tack'd zo the 


or ft 


Commandment of the Deealogue. Now the re- 


'. quiring the Worſhip of Two Gods, is 4 dery er 
traordinary Addition to the Command of hav- 


But J leave them to bble and fight it out 
among themſelves as well as they can; for theſe 
zealous Sticklers for unlimited Toleration, did 


formerly, by their own } Confeſſion, very bit- 
Fe 


riy Perſocute one another about' this Point, 
though now their Followers among us are for + 
compounding the Matter. 


I proceed to ſhew, in a few Inſtances, the f 


 fefts of their Principle, which we ſtall find 


ro be agreeable to their natural Tendency, as 
their great Patriarch hath forewarn'd us. 
Puccius, who profeed himſelf to be of * Soci- 
nus . Mend, and i thereupon highly applauded 
by him, does, in a Manner, reject the Scrip» 
turer as an uſeleſs Bock, pleads for the Light 
within, turns a dewn-right Seeker, a perfect 
Viſionary, à mere Fool, and at laſt he drops lhe 
a Soland Gooſe into the Sea of Popery ; a3 atfo 


did Palzologus f. 
a 4 Soci- 


* Cap. de Præceptis Chrifti quæ legi addidit, Qu. 
29. J Brief Hf. of Unit. p. 109. 4 Anſ. to L. Milb, 
p. 49. * Socini Epiſt. ad Kadecium tertia Oper. 
2 1. p. 378, &c. I Socin, cont, Wiekum, p. 138. 

om. 2. 


The Epiſtle to 
| Socinus's honoured, and learned, and dartu 
ous, and pious Friend (as be calls Bim) Mat. 
Radecius was af very a Seeker as Puccius *. 
+ Franciſcus Davidis denied that Chriſt ſpake 
by the Propherical Spirit, and affirmed, that 
what he ſaid muſt be examined by, and recan- 
ciled with Moles and the Prophets, or elſe be 
rejected; that the Old Teſtament was not anti- 
guated, or any Way changed by the New, which 
new one laſted only till the Deſtruction of Jeru- 
ſalem; that be i not an actual King, nor a0 

longer a Hediatour.. 1 „ 
Martin Seidelius rm, that the Prophets 
and the New Teſtament, do manifeſtly contra- 
dict each other, and therefore he as for the for- 
mer, as being the more antient. Ar for Jeſuss 
Chriſt, he did not belong te his Religion, which 
was confined wholly to the Decalogue.. 
_ * The ſame accutſed Weed of Socinianiſm Leing 

tranſplanted into our Engliſh Soil, hath brought 
forth the ſame Fruit. | | 
"Tis not for Want of 6ther Evidence that 1 
all confine my ſelf to thoſe Writers, who. gave 
Occaſion for the following Diſcourſe, of which 1 
have a few Things to acquaint the Reader 
evirhatl. 


| When Mr. T. Firmig died, one of the Party 
wrote bes Life, and another prints a Funeral 
: | — Ser- 


—_—_— 


—— 


* Socin. Op. Tom. 1. p. 380. Col. 2. f Theſis 
Franc. Davidis, Socini Op. Tem. 2. p. 801, $02. + 
Seidelii Epiſt. in Socin. Op. Tem. 2. p. c. 


the Reader. ix 
Sermon on that Occaſſon. Some Paſſages there- 
in cauſed My. L. Milbourn farſt to preach at 
St. PauFs, and then to print a Sermon, intitu- 
led, Falſe Faith not juſtfed- by Care of the 
Poor. . This ſo inflamed one of that Sect, that 
he. Publiſhes a Book, which he calls a Vindica- 
tion of the Memory of the late excellent and 
charitable Mr. T. Firmin, from the injurious 
Reflections of Mr. Zuke Milbourn, in that Ser- 
mon of his. 

1 hate taken notice of a Paſſage or two in the 
Life and Funeral ſermon ; but I dare declare, 
4 do not deſign any Reflections on the Dead, nor 
will I aiſturb his Aſhes; nor do I afpear in 
Ar. Milbourn's Behalf, either as to has Text, 
or the Way of managing it; he us of Age, and 
let him ſpeak for himſelf. 'Tis the Errors of the 
Living that Ibade to do withal, and my main 
Buſineſs is with the Vindicator, whoſe Deſign 
2s to ſubyers the Goſpel of my bleed Lord and 
Saviour, in whoſe Defence alone I therefore ap- 


r. 

Downright Infidelity is the Thing he drives 
at, this he chews upon, mumblcs up and down 
in his Aout b, it ſlicks between his Teeth,and he 
doth, in moſt Places, only ſtammer and liſp it 
out; but tis not hard to gueſs at hit Meaning. 
and, that wwe might not be at a Loſs, in one 
Place of - has Book, which the Reader may 


find cited ont of bim at large in ive 95; 96 


Pages of the following Treatiſe, he ſpeaks our, 
and opens his Mouth ſo wide, that wwe may ſee 
his whole Heart, and 'tis an evil Heart of Un- 


belief. 


wi Gl. 
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The Epiffle to 
Who, or what be it, I have' not been ſolici- 
tous to enquire. I know no more of bim than 
what be tells us of himſelf; viz. that hit the Son 
of a * Citizen, and à fmall Dealer among them 
Oc. and, ſaith he, 1 + write in Haſte. TIdeed 
he is ſo mnch in Haſte, that he has dropt al 
Bir Chriſtianity by the Way, if ever he haul a. 


Men who ride Poſt, ars apt ta blunder 


and ſtumble, and confound one Thing' with an- 
other. So hath he done; for ſpeaking abous- 
the Faith of Abraham, and the Parriarchs be- 
fore and after him, that God bs, and bs Re- 
warder of them that diligently ſeek him: Might 
not other People (ſays he +) have this Faith who 
were not of the Fami ly and Kindred of Abraham? 
what thinks he of Melchizedeck ? And did not 
Ai melech fear God, though Abraham thought 
atherwiſe? But the Ninevtes believed God, 
d, and were forgiven. No doubt theſe 

en differed from Abraham, and Abraham 
from them, in fome M ODES of Worſhip; 


but why ſhould they be damned for differing. 


from abam, more than Abraham ſhould be 
damned for differing from them in fuch Matters? 
Now Bit Pen runs a little too faſt, who can't 
diſtinguiſh between Articles of Faith and 


Modes of Worſhip. 


As for Melchizedeck, we know But very 
little of ham; and we underſtand the lefs, be- 
£2777 e many learned Men, in their Diſputes, 
have raiſed ſuch a Duſt, as is enough 0 blind 

one's 


— — — 


* Vindic, p. 4. f Id. p. 18. p. 16. 
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one'1 Eyes. But as for him and Abimelech, and 
. the Ninevites ton, what IT have ſaid in p. 75. 
of the following Diſcourſe, concerning Job and 
his Fraends, may be applied to them, and will 
fully anſwer any Thing of a ſeeming Argument 
that may be thought to be couched in whas he 
D Jays of them. 
| 1 hope this Gentleman, who writes in Halte, 
7 will, at his Leiſure, read what I bade ſaid, 
and then I do not deſpair bur he may change 
| his Mind; at leaſt, that he will not proeced to 
fight againſt Chriſt with the Sword of the Spi- 
rit, which is the Word of God, which he, who 
handles at fuch a Rate as he has done, willfind 
mY another Day, has a very ſharp Eage. 
But whatever he may do, I hope, what 1 
have written will not prove unſerviceable to o- ö 
thers ; that it may not, I defire thoſe, into 
whoſe Hands this ſhall fall, to be ſerious and 
in earneſt, and to do me the Fuſtice to belzeve ö 
that Fam ſo, while I am pleading his Cauſe 
below, who is pleading that of all the Faithful 
above; and by whoſe Merit and Interceſſuon, 
I hope, ere long, to arrive at the bleſſed Place 
where he is, to be with him, and to behold his 


Glory. 
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DIS COURSE 


Faith in Feſus Chriſt. 
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The INTRODUCTION. 


SECTION I. 


= IVINE Faith, confider'd as an Act 
or Habit, is the Aſſent of the Mind 
to a Thing as true upon the Autho- 
8 rity of God revealing it. Holy Men 
fo aſſent to every Thing, which they 
are convinc'd that he hath laid. What the 


him 
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2 The Introduction. 
him alone, I worſbip the God of my Fathers, 
believing all Things which are written in the 
Law and the Prophets *. Every true Chrifti- 
an doth as much; nay, fince the Canon of the 
Scripture is completed, he doth more; for he 
believes all that 1s written by the Evangeliſts 
and Apoſtles too, who have given the finiſhing 
Stroke to divine Revelation. He unfeignedl 
aſſents to the Word of God, the whole 
every Part thereof; to its Hiſtories and Prophe- 


and P 


romiſes. 


SECTION I. 


lain, many of em do; for they are of contrary 
88 and all of them can't be in the 


Scriptures of a lower Nature, which they do 
not explicitely aſſent unto, becauſe through the 
Smalneſs of the Print, Want of Light, or the 
Weakneſs of their Eyes, they cannot ſee 'em 
there. However, all fincere Chriſtians do agree 
in ali the Fundamentals of the Chriſtian Faith, 
and have a virtual Belief of all the other Points. 
For as the Waters of a River that branches 
forth into difterent Streams, and runs in various 
Chanels, were once united in one common 
Fountain; fo all true Believers, tho' unhappily 
divided into divers Perſwaſions, yet do unani- 
mouſly center in this as their common Principle, 


| muſt 
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cies, Myſteries and Commands, Threatnings 


True indeed, boly Men may err; and, tis 


Right. There are ſome Truths in the holy 


That whatfocver God faith in his holy Word, 


—— 


The Introduction. 3 


muſt needs be true, and cannot be falſe; and 

therefore they are ready to embrace what they 
now reject, as ſoon as they diſcern the Stamp 
of divine Authority upon it. 

1 SECTION III. 

But yet fincere Chriſtians do not equally ex- 
erciſe their Faith about all the Truths that art 
written in the Bible. Their Eye is in a pecu- 

lar Manner fixed with Attention and Delight 

on thoſe Parts, of it which relate to our Lord 

Jeſus Chrift, his Perſon, Natures, Mediation, 
and the Promiſes of Grace and Mercy through 

him. This is evident from the di t Na- 
ture of thoſe Truths, and the State of their 
Caſe who do believe. 

From the different Nature of thoſe Truths. 
"Tis revealed who betrayed our Saviour, and 
under whom he was crucified. But no Man can 
ſuppoſe theſe Points are of equal Importance 
wk that of his dying for our Sins, unleſs he 
will ſet Juda and Pontius Pilate on the Le- 
vel with his Saviour, and think he is as much 
beholden to the Treachery of the one, and the 
Cowardice of the other, as he is to the Merits 
of the Son of God : Or, ( ſeeing that alſo is re- 
vealed, that two Malefactors were put to Death 

with him ) that he is as much concern'd to look 

upon one or both of the Thieves, as upon a 

dying Jeſus, that ſo he may be ſaved. 

This is further evident the State of their 
Caſe who do believe: They are convinced Sin- 
ners, who know themſelves to be guilty before 
God, and in Danger of Hell ſire. n 
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and Faith begin in legal Convictions: You may 
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more rationally expect to find Paradiſe on the 
Top of a craggy Rock, than ſaving Faith in the 
ſtony Heart of an unhumbled Sinner. And theſe 


legal Convictions 


which always remain after the great Work is 
wrought ; as when a Statuary cuts the rough 
Marble to form it into a beautiful Image, the 
Impreſſions he made upon it do {till abide after 
the Statue is completed. Believers induſtri- 
ouſly preſerve a quick and tender Senſe of Sin 
in their Souls, and when they find they grow 
dull and itupid, they are uneaſy under it, as a 
Man is when his Limbs begin to grow numm'd 


and dead. 


Now, what Part of the Word of God is moſt 
proper to be preſented to a, Man under theſe 


Circumſtances ? 
ſtories and Propheczes ? 
jects for him at other Times to exerciſc his deep- 


Will you turn him to its He- 
Theſe, tho' fir Ob- 


eſt Thoughts upon, yet arc no more ſuited to 
the preſent State of an awaken'd and trembling 
Sinner, than the melodious Sounds of Muſick 


to 2 groning and dying Man. 


Or will you fer 


before him the Commands of the Law? Theſe 
he knows he hath grievouſly broken, and the 
View of them is like a Man's ſeeing the dead 
Body, or the walking Ghoſt of the Perſon 


whom he hath cruelly murdered, which 
preſently puts him into great Diſorder and Con- 
tuſiox. 


Will you read to him the Threatnangs of 


. the Law ? Thele are they that have diſquieted 
him; and to ſer thele in Order before him, is 


28 


iſſue in evangelical ones, 
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as if a Magiſtrate ſhould afreſh bring forth be- 
fore the Offender, that very Rack on which 


he hath already endured the ſharpeſt Pains: The 
mere Sight of the Engine is enough to terrify 


and torment him anew, and fave the Executi- 


oner any further Labour. 

But now, do but diſcourſe to this Man con- 
cerning the Mediator, and the Prom iſes of Grace 
and Mercy through him ; as if you had the 
Power of working Miracles, you razſe the 
Dead, and give a new Life to the drooping 
Soul. All this is wrought not by your own 
Power, but by the Name of Feſus; fo much 
Virtue is there in that one Word, A Savs- 
our. 

A condemned Criminal beholds the common 
Spectators, the Gibbet, the Executioner, and 
his dear Friend who brings him a Pardon in his 
Hand, with one and the fame Eye; but 'tis 
ealy to determine, which of all theſe he doth 


fix it upon with the greateſt Steadineſs and 
Delight. 


Eero N. 


I hope what hath been ſaid, is ſufficient to 
prepare the Reader to peruſe the following 
Diſcourſe with Seriouſneſs and Attention, about 
Faith, as terminated on 6117 Lord Feſus Chriſt. 
Which being a Point of great Weight and Mo- 
ment as to his preſent ee and future Hap- 

ineſs, I ſhall endeavour to let it in the cleareſt 
Fight 1 can: And in order thereunto, I will 
explain its Nature, by bringing together the 

ſeveral Deſcriptions of it, which we meet with 
3 in 


1 „5 2 ed a at 
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in. the Scriptures, and ſhew the Reaſons why 
we have ſo many and fo different ones there. 


And then I will prove its Neceffity to Salva- 
tion, and anſwer the feveral Pleas the Suf- 
ficiency of bare Morality, or mere Charity, 
which have been advanced of late by ſome mo- 
dern Authors, who repreſent Faith in Chriſt 
as a very infignificant Thing: By which it is 
eaſy to gueſs what Thoughts they have of Bim, 
who is the Object of it. They have impiouſly 
endcavour'd to degrade the Son of God into a 
mere Man; and their Malice does not 
there, but they attempt to fink him into a 
Cypher too. 


CINE ER I IE IENENER 


CHAP. I. | 
Of the Nature of Faith in Jaſus Chriſt. 


F we conſult the holy Scriptures, we ſhall 
find in them very different Accounts of Faith 
in Jeſus Chriſt. Sometimes it is deſcribed by 
its ſeveral As, at other Times by its genuin 
Fruits. I will confider both, and by drawing 
together what is ſcatter'd up and down in many 
Places, cndeavour to form a true and full No- 
tion of it. 


And Firf, I will conſider the ſeveral Acts 
of Faith. They are Three, 


Afeent, Conſent, and Reliance. 


S EC- 


me --vp Deny — — —  — * * 
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down in the holy Scriptures concerning Chrift, 
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SECTION I. 


I. There is the Act of ent. Which is a 
Perfwafion of the Truth of all thofe Things laid 


on the Account of divine Authority revealing 
them tous. And as theſe are many, according- 
ly this Act of Faith is variouſly defcribed. 

Sometimes by our Afent to this grand Truth, 
That he is God's own Son: JW ho zs he that 
overcometh the World, but he that belteverh 
that Feſis is the Son of God * ? 

Sometimes by our Aſſent to his Incarnation : 
Hereby know ye the Spirit of God; every Si- 
rit that confeffeth that Fefus Chriſt is come in 
the Fleſh, is of God f. i. e. provided that Con- 
feffion ſprings from an inward Perſwafion of it; 
or elſe a Man is acted by no other than the un- 
clean Spirit, and is of the Devil, and not of 
God; for he tells a I ie while he confeſſes the 
Truth. 

Sometimes by our Aſſent to this, That Je ſus 
of Nazareth is the Meſtah, or the Chriſt, i. e. 
appointed of God to be the great Prophet, the 
High Prieſt, and univerſal King: Whoſoever 
belzeveth that Jeſus is the Chriſt, it born of 
God . And St. John tells us this was his End 
in writing his Goſpel, that Men migbe believe 
that Jeſus is the Chriſt, the Son of God ||. 
Which thereupon we my reaſonably ſuppoſe is 

4 12 
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2 very weighty Point, He makes, or rather 
Mews himſelf to be a little Man, who chooſes 
a little Subject; no wiſe Author will do this, 
much leſs an inſpired one, under the Conduct 
of the Spirit of Wiſdom. And the End he 
propoſed was ſuitable to the Argument he in- 
ſiſted on, 272. That believing this, ye might 
have Lie through bis Name. Whence it is 
clear, that this is at leaſt one Part of ſavin 
Faith. . 
Sometimes Faith is ſet forth by a Perſwafion 
of this, That he was actually ſent of God; 
and tho' he arrived incoguite, and made not a 
publick and ſplendid Entrance into Ferr/alem, 
yet he was really that great Ambaſſador, whom 
they had ſo paſſionately expected a long Time. 
So in thoſe Words of our blefled Lord himſelf, 
T ſaid it, that they may believe that thou haſt 
ſeut me. And Martha joins three Articles 
together in the Profeſſion of her Faith, I Zelzere 
that thou art the Chriſt, the Son of God, which 
fhould come into the World f. 

Sometimes Faith is deſcribed, by giving Cre- 
dit to him as revealing the Will of God : He 
Speaketh what he hath known and heard, and 
no Man receives his Teſtimony. He that re- 
eei deth his Teſtimony, hath ſer ro his Seal that 
God 2s true; for he whom God. hath ſent, 
Sſpcaketh the Wards of God 4. Which is pre- 
{ently explained thus, He that Lelieveth on ne 

| | on 
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Fon of God, hath eternal Life ; and he that be- 


lieveth not the Son, ſhall not ſee Life *. 
Sometimes Faith is ſet forth by an Aſſent to 


the Death of Chriſt as a Sacrifice, his Burial 
and Reſurrection. So St. Paul, when he re- 
freſhes the Memories of the Corinthians about 
the _— they had heard from him, Zy which 
alſo ( faith he) ye are ſaved, i ye keep in Me- 
mory what I preached unto you, unleſs you 
have believed in vain . And what are the 
Articles which were the Subject of his Ser- 
mons, and the Objects of their Faith? They 
immediately follow, For I delitered unte you 
firſt of all, how that Chriſt died for our Sins 
according to the Scriptures ; and that he was 
buried, and that he roſe again the third Day 
according to the Scriptures. So faith the ſame 
Apoftle in another Place, If thou ſhalt confeſs 
with thy Mouth the Lord Jeſus, and ſhalt be: 
lieve in thy Henrt, that God hath raiſed him 
from the Dead, thor: ſhalt be ſaved t. This 
Faith is ultimately terminated in the Father, 
et the Son is not excluded, he being meant in 
the following Words, For rhe Scripture ſaith, 
Wheoſoever believerh on him ſhall not be aſha- 
med |. And, This Faith ſhall be imputed for 
Righteorſneſs . 
Sometimes Faith 's deſcribed by an Aſſent to 
to his Deity and Sovereignty, When Thomas 
 faid' to him, ' My * and my Goa, Jeſus 


* 5 replied, 


— 


* FJobn ili. 36. 1 Cor. xv. 1, 2. + Rem, x. 9. 
Rem. x. II. * Rom. iv. 251 24, 25. 
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replied, Thomas, becauſe thou haſt ſeen me, 
thou haſt believed : Bleed are they that have 
not ſeen, and yet have believed. vis. Not 
only that I am riſen from the Dead, but alfo 
what thou haſt thereupon declared, that I am 
both Lord and God. And 'tis the great op 
of the Apoſtle throughout the Epiſtle to the 
Hebrews, to confirm thoſe who began to waver, 
in both the Parts of his Prieſtly Office, his 
Death and Interceſſion. | | 
In a Word, tis alfo deſcribed by our Aſſent 
to theſe Truths concerning him, That Forgive- 
neſs of Sins is to be had through his Name a- 
lone ; that he will raiſe the Dead, and judge 
the World, and beſtow eternal Life on all his 
faithful Followers. Thus the Apoſtle ſeverely 
eenſures thoſe Fudaizers, who were for ſetti 
up the Law of Moſes, pleading its Neceſſity an 
Sufficiency to Salvation, without any Need of 
the Sacrifice of Chriſt, as Perſons that had per- 
derted the true Goſpel of Chriſt, and were turn- 
ed to another Goſpel, but a falſe one t; tells 
them, that Chriſt ſhould oz profit them at all, 
was become of no Efeft to them ; they 
fruſtrated the Grace of God, made Chriſt to 
have died in vain ||; and then ſure they can- 
not be thought to believe in him to Salvation. 
I am the Reſurrection and the Life, faith he, 
and whoſoever Itveth and believeth in me, ſball 
never aze , ( or, as it ſhould be _— #1, 
1 alt 
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ſhall not die for ever.) Martha, believeſt thou 


this? And, ſaith the Apoſtle, this is the Wit- 
neſs of God, which he hath teſtified of his Son: 
He that believeth ow the Son of God, hath the 
Witneſs in himſel : He that believeth not God, 
hath made bim a Liar, becauſe he beliedeth 
not the Record that God gave of his Son. And 
this 3s the Record, that God hath given to us 
eternal Life ; and this Life zs in his Son. 
He that hath the Son, hath Life ; and he 
= bath not the Son of God, hath not 
ge. 

his is the firſt Act of Faich, 022. aſſenting 
to the Truths revealed in the Scripture con- 
cerning Chriſt on divine Authorĩty; and how 
flightly foever ſome unwary Men have ſpoken 
of it, tis a Matter of vaſt Conſequence. This 
is a Foundation-ſtone, and had need to be deep- 
Iy laid, and carefully look'd 'after; for the 
whole Building doth lean upon it, and is ;» 4 
ported by it. The other Atts of faving Faith, 
and the Whole of practical Chriſtianity, are 
virtually contained in it, and deducible from it 
by the Influences of the Spirit ; as the Scent, 
Leaves, Colour, Fruit, and Branches of a Tree, 
are virtually in the narrow Compaſs of a ſmall 
Seed, and ſpring up from it, when duly water'd 
with the Showers of Heaven, and cheriſh'd by 
the Beams of the Sun. The Devil is aware of 
this, and therefore he doth fo often aſſault us in 


- this Part, ſubtilly 1 and ſorely takes 
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it, efpecially at this Day. *Tis our Intereſt to 
ſtrengthen the Place where he makes fo vigo- 
rous an Attack: So by learning the Miſdom of 
the old Serpent, we ſhall happily eſcape his 
Szzng. Too many profeſs the Chriſtian Faith, 
only becauſe tis the Religion of their Country, 
(and they muſt be in the Faſbion.) "Twas the 
Way of chats Fathers, and they have it as they 
have other 2 ex traduce. Tney were bred 
up in it from their Infancy; and one would 
think that were but a very little while azo, for 
in Knowledge they are Children fill. In ſuch 
a Nation as this is, it would be a Reproach 
and Shame to them not to do fo, and that. is 
all they have to ſay for it, and fo they are ea- 
ſily turn'd to be Sociui ang, Derſts, and Atheiſts, 
or what you pleaſe; for they are pliable as the 
firſt Matter that is ready for any Shape; or, 
like ſoft Wax, which tho' wrought into the Fi- 
gure of an Angel, yet with a warm Hand, and 
a very little Skill and Pains, is moulded into 
the Form of a Devil. I would adviſe the Rea- 
der to ſtudy the rational Evidences. and: Proofs 
of the Truth of Chriſtianity, and he will find 
this to be like watering the Tree at the Root. 


: SECTION I 


II. Befides the Aſſenting, there is the conſent- 
ing Act of Faith, which is a ſerious Choice and 
Acceptance of Chriſt as Prophet, Prieſt, and 
King, to do the whole Work of a Redeemer 
upon us, to be all that to us, and do all that for 
ws which God. hath appointed him to be to, and 
«db. for wretched Sinners; and. in ordes where- 
| unte, 
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unto, he hath inveſted him in that threefold 
Office. The Kaith of a Philoſopher is confined 
to his Underſtanding, that of a Chriſtian reach- 
es to his Will; like the Soul in which it is 
rooted, it dwells in Head and Heart too at the | 
ſame Time. What hinders but I may be baptt- 
Sed *? ſaid the Eunuch. To which Philip replies, 
1f thou believeſt with all thy Heart, thou mayſt. 

hereunto he anſwers, I believe that Jeſus 
Chriſt it the Son of God, and thereupon he 
was baptized. The Son of God, and rhe Meffiah, 
( or the Chriſt ) - though they are different 
Terms, and figuify different Things, \ the for- 
mer his Deity and Equality with the Father, 
the latter his folemn Defignation and A ppoint- 
2 to 8 Work - N 
yet they beleng to, one e fame Perſon, 
and ſo were e 2 40 in thoſe Days. 
The Eunuch rheretore by profeſſing his Faith in 
him as the Son of God, doth thereby own him 
to be the Meſſiah, 2. e. to be e inveſted 
in the Office of a Prophet, and of a King, and 
of a Prieſt too. The twa. former of theſe are 
not denied: z 17 they were, tis eaſy enough to 
prove bis Faith in Jeſus of Nazareth as Prophet 
and King, 4s from other Topicks, fo from his 


being baptized into his Name. As alfo his Be- 


lief of the Trinity, becauſe Baptiſm is expreſly 
required to be, adminiſtred in the Name of the 


Father, Son, and holy Ghoſt. But a, f mo- 


dern Author ſeems to deny his Faith in him as 


TS. 
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a Prieſt. But that I think may be proved tooy 
if we do but conſider what he was doing, when 
PHilip reach'd him. He was reading this Part 
of the Prophecy of Iſazah, He waf led as a 
Sheep to the Slaughter, and like a Lamb dumb 
before the Shearers, ſoopen'd he not his Mouth : 
BD his Humiliation his Judgment was taken 
away, and who ſhall declare his Generation? 
For his Life it taken from the Earth. And 
being at a Loſs, he enquires, whether the Pro- 
hes pale this of himfelf, or of ſome other. 
<a Philip began at the ſame Seripture, and 
Preached unto him Feſus . He preached Jefus 
unto him from the liti. of Ifaiah, ſhewing how 
that Prophecy agreed only to him. This Eu- 
nuch was a very devout Man, as appears by his 
travelling on ths account of Religion from E- 
thiofia to Feryſalem, notwithſtanding he was a 
t Miniſter of State; and his reading His 
ible in his Return, while he was on the Road 
in his Chariot, is Demonſtration how much he 
thirſted after a better Treaſure than any his 
Queen had committed to his Charge, that of 
divine Knowledge I mean. Whereupon, tho* | 
when Philip was got to him, he was ahout 
the Middle of the Chapter, we have Reaſon 
to believe, he would enquire into the Senſe of 
the foregoing Verſes, which apparently treat of 
the ſame Argument, and have fo clofe'a Con- 
nection with what he was reading at that In» _. 
Kant, and defited to be explained to him; and 
little N 
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| little Queſtion is to be made, but that Philip 


Church, and b e was baptized into 
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expounded them to him alſo. 8 by 
Baptiſm he was admitted into the Chriſtien 


the Death of Chriſt, and believed on him, as 
offering himſelf up a Sacrifice for Sin, elſe his 
og ad not been anſwerable to the Sermon 
e heard, or the Ordinance he defired. For 
you not, that ſo many of us as were b 
rized into Feſus Chriſt, were baptized into 
Death * ? 

In another Place of Scripture, Mention ts 
made of the conſenting Act of Faith under the 
Name of Receiving. As many as received 
him, to them gave he Power to become the Sons 
of God, even to as many as believed on him f. 
2 r a relative Ty. and doth 2 

uppoſe a previous on, or a foregoin 
Gael. What is not ſent, or offer d me, 3 

ſnatch at, or ſeize by Violence; but I can 
22 be ſaid to receide. God has ſent his 
on, to be the Prophet, Prieſt, and King of his 
Church, and ſo does he offer him to us in his 
holy Word; and ſo muſt we receive him, not 
#hyſically, but in the moral Senſe, 2. e. our 
Souls muſt conſent unto him as ſuch. We muff, 
as humble Diſciples, apply to him as our 
Teacher; as guilty Creatures, betake our ſelves 
to him as our Prieſt and Advocate; and, as o- 
bedient Subjects, ſubmit to him as our ſovereign 

Lord. 

Now, 
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| Now, tho' all theſe three Offices render 
him a complete Redeemer, which he would 
not have been, had he wanted any one of them 
and tho' they have a mutual Dependence upon, 
run into, and make Way one for the other : 

And a ſerious Chriſtian admires him in all of 

them, which * ſoever he views him in any 

(true) Light, he diſcovers a Beauty and Glory 

in him; yet in a peculiar Manner his prieſtiy 
| Office is very highly eſteemed both by God 
| and Man. 

"Tis of great Account with God. It was dark- 
ly hinted in the firſt Promiſe about the bruiſing 
| Bit Heel. This was written of him in the Vo- 
lume of his Book , or, as the Word ſignifies, 
in the Front, at the very Beginning, yea, and 
almoſt in every Page of it too; for /i5 Suffer- 

zug, God had fhewed before by the Mouth of 
all his Prophets t. So grateful was it to him, 
that he delighted in Sacrifices, becauſe they 
were Figures and Repreſentations of it. He 
would have this Office typified by a twofold Or- 
der of Prieſthood, that of Aaron, and of Met- 
| chizedeck too. God counted it an Honour to 
| his own Son. He glorifted nor himſelf, but 
| the Father did, when he made him an Hieh 
, Prieſt 1. He ſettled him in this Office by a 
ſolemn Oath ||, which doth imply our great 
| Backwardneſs by Nature to accept him as 
| | 
| 
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| ' ſuch, that he ſhall never be turned out of it to 
| 50 make 
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fl * Pſal. xl. J. f A, iii. 18. + Heb, v. 5» Pal. 
cx. 4. 
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# Faith in Feſus Chriſt. 17 
ake Way for another to ſucceed, and alſo the 
reat Weight and Moment of it. For he who 
ath forbidden us to {wear in light and trivial 
ZAfairs, would not. be guilty of it himſelf. Ma- 
ny Prom̃iſes were made to him of * Affiftance, 
| f a f Seed to ſerve him, and of kingly + 
Power and Glory, as his Encouragement to go 
thro' the Difficulties of it. And for his ſo do- 
ng, the whole Hoſt of Heaven will || admire 
and adore him for ever, tho' the Knees of our 
modern Unitarians are too Riff to bend to 
im. 
And no Wonder then that this Office of his 
is ſo highly efteemed by ſerious Chriſtrans, 
ho are taught of God, and are Imitators of 
im. I ſhewed in the Jatroduction, that of 
all the Truths revealed in the Scripture, thoſe 
which relate to our Lord Feſus Chriſt I are in 
za peculiar Manner eyed by a Believer, as moſt 
zſuitable to his diftrefled State. Tis as certain, 
that of all the Truths relating to him, they are 
not thoſe that refer to him as Teaching or 
*Ruling, but to him as exercifing his prieſtly 
Office, as dying and interceeding, which for the 


3 fame Reaſon his Thoughts are firſt and chiefly 
Z exerciſed about. In this Field alone can you 
find the cool Spring, which affords the Waters 


| of Life for his troubled Soul, without which, a 


Spirit that is weary and heavy laden would — 
n 


— _— 


r 


* 4 f ii. 25. + Iſa. I. 6, 7. + Ia. liii. 10, 11, 
If, 12 


12. . wii. 2. 


Il Rev. v. 9, 10, 11, 
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18 A Diſcourſe of 
find Reft, no not in Chriſt himſelf, For, as 
has been already obſerved, Convictions of Sin 
and Wrath go before Faith, as in the firſt Cre- - 
ation Darkneſs preceeded Light, according as 
it is written, Phe Evening and the Morning + 
were the ferſt Day. And they are always 
maintain'd after it, tho' not in ſo ſharp and 
pungent a Meaſure and Degree. Now, when 
a Man is throughly awaken'd, to what Pur- 
poſe is it to tell him of Chriſt's _ Pro- 
phet, if you ſtop there? Alas ! the dg 
of one that can open blind Eyes, give no Ea 
to a Man who hath a bleeding Heart ; unleſs 
ou tell him Chriſt hath died, that ſo he might 
y the Blood of his Croſs reconcile poor Sinners 
to (God, deliver them from preſent Guilt and 
; future Vengeance. And ſo you borrow your 
Wi: * ! healing Inſtructions from his prieſtly Office; and 
"Pl his prophetical one affords noRelicf to a wound- 
31 ed Spirit but what it fetches thence. The Mat- 
9 ter of his other Revelations of the holy Nature 
19 and Juſtice of God, and the Purity of his Pre- 
if cepts, yea, of eternal Happineſs it ſelf too, with- 
ul out this, will but inflame the Sore, and exaſ- 
188: perate the Miſery ; for 'tis Death to ſee a Tree 
| 2 of Life guarded by a flaming Sword, turning 
| 


— — 7 


— 


hither and thither to keep a Man off which 
| Way ſoever he moves to attempt the gathering 
its pleaſant Fruits. 
* ſo it will, if without mentioning this, 
2 only tell the Man, that Chriſt is univerſal 
ord and King. all Power in Heaven and 
Earth be lodg'd in his Hands, he is the more 
able to tread me under his Feet. Wretched 
Creature | 
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1 ture that I am! who will make my Peace 
C m with the offended Majeſty of Heaven, ſave me 

i ©" {from the Stroke of Juſtice, and deliver me from 

e he Wrath to come ? | 

Fn 4 But now repreſent Chriſt to ſuch a one, as 

: * ffering himſelf a Sacrifice to ſatisfy divine 


Juſtice, and expiate the Sins of Men, and ſave 
. them from Hell; this is to drop healing Balm 
8 into the raging Wound; this is what the 
4 _ *trembling Sinner wants, and defires to have, 
E. and is far more acceptable to him than Drops 
1 15 of Cordial can be to one that's fainting, and 
nle ready to fink. Chriſt himſelf ſpeaks as if the 
night View of him on the Croſs, dying for theſe 
mers Ends, would be a charming one, captivate 
and Hearts, and conquer the Souls of Men. J. 
your when I am lifted up from the Eartb, ill draw 
and 4 Men after me *. And as this creates Life 
und- in an awaken'd Sinner, ſo it keeps it in a trou- 
Hat. bled Saint, to remember, F any Man ſin, we 
re Bare an Advocate with the Father, Teſus 
kr. Chriſt the Righteous, who if the Prapitiation 
ith- for our Sins f. The latter of theſe (which is 
caſ- alſo the Ground of the former, for therefore is 
FS. he our Advocate, becauſe he has been our Pro- 
Ir pitiation) is the Price, the Baſis and Founda- 
tion of all ſaving Benefits. We are reconciled 
ing „ to God by his Death, have Remiſſion of Sins, 
and are juſtified through his Blood. If he had not 


when 


N thus gone away, the Spirit had not been given. 
{al Deliverance from Condemnatien and Hell, Free- 
24 dom 
re | 
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dom of Acceſs to God in all Caſes, Supply of 


all our Wants, Pity and Help under all our Di- ch. 
ſtreſſes and Temptations, new Supplies of reco- | 
vering Grace, and a freſh Pardon, Peace of Con- pe 


ſcience, Perſeverance in Faith an Holineſs, and, dr 

after all, the Crown of eternal Lite. All theſe 1h 
beautiful Flowers do ſpring from this Root. 

And this is the prevailing Motive with a v. 

Man to accept of Chriſt as his King, that then Y 

he will be his Prieſt, but otherwiſe he will not. f 

\ 

' 

ä 


While Men are at Eaſe, they will not come to 
him for it. His Yoke is too pinching and gal- 
ling for their tender Necks ; ie Burden preſſes 
with ſuch a Weight, that their Shoulders can- 
not bear it. But when once they are throughly 
alarmed with a Senſe of their Danger, and find 
that his Blood is the only Ranſom whereby they 
can be preſerved from going down to the Pit; 
and they are told, if they will have him for 
their Saviour, they muſt accept him for their 
Ruler; this at length makes them yield. Tis 
with them as with the 1ſ-aclztes, when they 
were forely haraſſed by the Ammonztes, they 
apply themſelves to Jephthab, to deliver them 
from their great Oppreſſion. He faith to them, 
Shall I be your Head * then? This they readily 
comply with, The Lord be Witneſs between us, 
F we do not ſo according to thy Word f. Bleſſed 
Jeſus, I Rick at no Terms, I give thee a Blank, 
write down thy own Conditions, require what 

thou 


K — 
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* Fudg. xi. 4, J, c. f Ver. 9, 10. 
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thou wilt, only fave me from eternal Ruin, on 
the Brink whereof I ſtand. 


And thus the Propoſal of Chriſt in the Goſ- 


pel is admirably fitted to work upon Men, and 


draw them to him in a rational Way. For 


hereby an Offer is made of thoſe Bleſſings (Par- 
don and Salvation by the Blood of Chriſt) 
which, as miſerable Creatures, we need, and, as 
* reaſonable Creatures, we cannot but earneſtly de- 
; fire, provided we will ſubmit to that other 


Office of Chriſt, which, as ſ/infr! Creatures, 
we are very much averſe unto; but if we will 
not do the latter, we ſhall never enjoy the 
former. 

But the Matter doth not ſtop here. If this 
be the ſtanding Senſe of a Man's Heart, I hate 
this Holineſs, I do by no Means like this Obe- 
dience, only ſuch is the Neceſſity of my Caſe, 
that of Two Evils I will chuſe the leaſt ; this 
is not a right Work, nor will it prove a laſting 
one. And that's the Reaſon why ſo many, who 
on their fick Beds ſeem to embrace Chriſt in all 
his Offices, become vile Rebels again as ſoon as 
their Diſeaſe and their Fears are over. If a 
Man prove a true Believer, the Spirit of God 
goes on, and ſhews him a Lothſomneſs in Sin, 
as well as the Danger of it, to which he feels 
a ſtrong Propenſion, like a dead Weight within. 
The holy Ghoſt enlightens him about the Beau- 
ty of Holineſs, and the Goodneſs of Obedience, 
as well as the Reward of it, and makes him 
deeply ſenſible of his own natural Averſeneſs 
to it. Hereupon he ſees an Amiableneſs in, as 


well as the Neceſſity of the kingly Office of 
Chriſt. 


23 e 3 © 


-_ 
-— . 
282 1 


Ly 
3 


1 


23 A Diſcourſe of ; 
Chrift. Here's one whoſe Buſineſs it is to ſub- - 
due the Enmity of my Heart, which, _ 1 | 
am fick of, yet I cannot ſhake off my Diſeaſe, '. 
but carry it with me wherever I go; to beat be 
down my Corruptions, that run with a Stream 
too ſtrong for me to oppoſe, ſo that my Veſſel | in 
is eaſi ly driven down before it; to write bis m 
Law in my Heart, put his Fear and Spirit 8 
iuto my inward Parts, and cauſe me to walk © 

it 

( 

| 

| 


in his Statutes. Him hath God exalted to 
beſtow Repentance upon Men. So that here- 
* there's nothing diſtaſteful in Chriſt, every 

hing in him is lovely and neceſſary. The Man 
needs all, and is glad of all; whereupon he 
opens to him, and joyfully entertains him as 
Fs ag Prieft, and King too; and when he 
doth ſo in Sincerity, he is a true Believer, if 
thereunto be added, 


SECTION III. 


III. Reliance upon him (which is the Third 
Act of ſaving Faith; ) Dependence upon his Righ- 
teouſneſs, Death, and Sacrifice, as the only pro- 
curing meritorious Cauſe of Pardon, Grace, and 
eternal Life. I ſay, the only procuring merito- 
rious Cauſe ; for there is no other. And he 
who puts his Confidence in any Perſon or Thing 
beſides, as a merztorzons Cauſe, will find it to 
be a fatal Error. If a Man ſet one Foot on a 
Rock, and the other on a Quickſand, the 3 

that 


ub. | 
* 
is, 
- bed as one that flees f for Refuge, to lay hold 
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that is ſo ill placed, will fink, and draw the whole 


Body after it. Hence we read fo often of * tru- 
ſting in Chriſt. And a true Believer is deſcri- 


on the Hope that ts ſet before him. Fleeing 
implics ſome Senſe of Danger, and ſome glim- 
mering Hopes (at leaſt ) of a Poſſibility of 
Safety ; for Fear and Hope are the T'wo Wings 
on which a Soul does fly. That which a Sinner 


is ia Danger of being ſeized by, is the Juſtice of 


God; whereupon he haſteth away to Chriſt 3s 
his ſtrong Hold, where alone he can be ſafe. 
This Act of Faith is ſometimes expreſſed by 
the commztting t our Souls unto him, at other 
Times by reſting, ſtaying, leaning upon, and 
laying Hold on, asd apprehending him, becauſe 
a Dependence on the Merits and Death of 
Chriſt, gives the ſame Eaſc to an awakened 
Mind and troubled Soul, as thoſe Actions do to 
the Bodies of Men, when they are ready to faint 
and fink. And hence we read of God's ſertiug 
him forth as a Prapitiation through Faith in 
his Blood, to declare bas Righteonſneſs for the 
Remiſſun of Sins * ; and of ſubmitting our 
ſelves to his Righteouſneſs, not eſtabliſhing our 
own f. 

Now, becauſe ſome have talked very indiſ- 
creetly, whence others have taken Occafion to- 
write very profanely of this Act of 7 * 


. 
—_ A— 


* Pſal. ii. 12. Eph. i. 12. + Hebr, vi. 18. + 2 Time 
1. 12. * Rom, 111, 23» 26, 7 Rom. X. 3 ; 
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ſhall ſpeak a little to it in theſe Five following 
Particulars. 

1. It ſuppoſes a ſtedfaſt Perſwafion of the De- 
ity of Chriſt; for if he were a mere Creature, 
though ever ſo excellent an one, no Man could 
rationally expect to be bleſſed by putting his 
Truſt in him for Pardon, Grace and Glory, as 
long as he has his Reaſon about him, and his 
Bible in his Hand, wherein it is written, Cur- 
fed is he that truſteth in Man, and that mak- 
erh Fleſh his Arm. Chrift muſt be truſted in 
by us, both living and dying. Now a conſide- 
ring Man would tremble at the Thought of be- 
ing guilty of Idolatry and Creature-worſhip all 
his Life long, eſpecially making that his laſt 
and concluding Act, which there is no Poſſibi- 
lity for him to repent of, He would not dare to 
give the Glory of a jealous God to another, juſt 
as he is going to his Bar to receive an unchange- 
able Sentence from his Mouth. | 

2. Tis a very difficult Act of Faith. The 
bet of Men, who have had many . 
of very extraordinary Supplies, yet, when new 
Straits and Difficulties come upon them, find 
it very hard to truſt God for their Bo- 
dies, fir a few Morſels of Bread, and a little 
Clothing, for themſelves and their Children. 
How many unbelieving Thoughts riſe in them 
pon a freſh Trial! They could never have 
thought there had been ſo much of this evil 
Principle in them. But the Tide running our, 
— ö Corn Bet 
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aud che Chanel being almoſt dry (they being 
reduced to great Extremity ) the Mud and Filth 
1s eatily ſeen, which lay hid before. How muck 
harder is it for a Sinner, under the Condemna- 
ton of God's Law, and his own Conſcience, to 
trutt in Chriſt, whom he never ſaw, whom he 
has never yet tried, for Pardon and eternal Life, 
© put his Soul into his Hands, lay the Weight 
and Streſs of his everlaſting Concerns on him, 
and renouncing every thing elſe, to venture his 
All in this fingle Bottom, eſpectally to do to in 
a dying Hour, when a Man is in the near View 
and Proſect of Eternity, and hath a very lively 
Senſe of the Juſtice, Holineſs, and Majeſty of 
that God, before whoſe Tribunal he is imme- 
diately to appear ! 

2. And as this is a difficult, fo tis 2 noble 
Act of Faith too, whereby Chriſt is highly gloit- 
fied ; tor, in doing thus, we practically declare, in 
Neſpight of all Piſcouragements, that we are 
firmly perſwaded of his Love and Grace, Faith- 
fulnels and Power, the Merits of his Blood, the 


Value of his Interceſſion, and the Truth of his Pro- 


miſes, and ſet our Seal to the Record given ot 
him in the Word, that he zs alle to ſagde to the 
utmeſt, all that come to God through bim &, 
and he l nor caſt cut any f that ſerivuily ap- 
ply themſelves unto him. And as it is a noble, 
{o, . 
4. This is a neceſſary AQ of Faith; for when 
a Man ſees himſelf in Danger of eternal Ruin, 

B and 
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Jl | and knows he hath none other beſides Chrift to 
truſt unto, if he don't rely upon him, his Heart 
mult fink in Deſpair like a Stone in the Water. 
A. ſingle Man in a poor ſhattered leaky Veſlel, 
in a dark Night, far remote from the very Sight 

of Land, in the Midſt of a tempeſtuous Sea, 
whoſe foming Waves are furiouſly - upon 
it, ſo that on every ſide tis continually ſucking 
in Water, without Pump, or Sails, or Pilot, is 
but a very faint Emblem of ſuch a Perſon, who, 
under a quick Senſe of his own Sins, and the 
Wrath of God, hath nothing at all on which to 
depend. And yet, 

5. This Act of Faith ſometimes runs very 
low with a ſerious Chriſtian. It may be ſo on 
a Man's firſt Believing, and ſometimes a great 
while after, in an Hour of ſpiritual Darkneſs 
and Deſertion, whereupon, if we could but ſtand 
at his Cloſet-door, we might over hear him 
breaking forth in ſome ſuch Language as this, 
Ay Sins are many, and my Danger is great, 
and my Fears are proportionable to both. What 
zi become of me to all Eternity, God only 
Pnows. Bus yet however, there 2; Salvation 
for loſt Sinners through the Blood of a Rede- 
mer, though I am ſo far from having an Au- 
rauce of an [ntereſt in it, that I am terribly 
afraid I never ſhall. Many Diſcouragements 
break in like Wave after Wave on my diſtreſcd 
Soul, and I have much ado to keep my Head a- 
bove Water, yea, it zs often covercd by it; yet 
1 jee a ſafe Harbour, but, Lord, at how great 
a Diſtance am I from it, ſo that I can but Juſt 
percette it Oh that I couid but ſuim to it 

Well, 
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Well, I will make towards it, though I fear 1 
ſhall fink long before I reach it. But however, 
Fil try what rich, ſovereign, free Grace will 
do. If an znaced the vileſt Sinner that ever 
was, then Chriſt never yet had ſo fair an Op- 
portunity of ſhewing his tender Love, his infi- 
nite Power, his unſhaken Faithfulneſs, and the 
Value and Effcacy of his Blood, in all their 
Beauty and Glory, as now he has. What tho 
J am an obſcure Perſon, and ſhould never have 
the Opportunity of Publiſhing it an Earth? yet 
it will not die as a Secret in my Boſom. The 
happy Tidings will run through the Heavens, 


and the bleſſed Inhabitants above will wonder 


at his exceeding abundant Grace overflowing to 
me, and ſing Hallelujahs f the Lamb of God 
in my Account. And though Chriſt, at the laſt 
Day, will be admired and glorified in all his 
Saints, yet, I I be found among them, I ſhall 
more ſigna ly adera his Triumph than any one 
beſides. I will therefore venture into hi, Pre- 
ſence, caſt my ſelf into the Arms of his Mercy: 
But that's too proud ani ſaucy a Word, I 
world rather ſay, I vill throuw my ſelf at his 


Foot. F he ſpurn me away, I can but die 
then. But it may be be may ſtretch out the 


Sceptre of his Grace to me, aud then I ſhall live. 
And who can tell but he vill? but af not, If I 
periſh, I periſh. So I muſt, Ido not apply to 
him. Therefore, though he ſhould ſlay me, I 
will put my Truſt in him. If die, Til die 
laying Hold on the Horns of this Altar. He- 
ver Help come, I know is muſt be iu this Var. 
Here therefore I am reſolved to abide, come o0n's 
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t Till, I'll wart the Ine of it, and ſee 
how it may fleaſe the moſt compaſſionate Lo- 
ver of Souls to deal with mine. 

This ſingle Cord many Times hath a Soul to 
bear it up, and 'tis often ready to break, or he 
to let go his Hold of it. Such an one indeed is 
not in a very comfortable, yet he is in a ſafe 
Condition; and if he continue thus looking to- 
wards Chriſt, waiting upon him, and reſigning 
to him, he ſhall be dealt with as a true Belic- 
ver. Although he ſeem to have no Faith, and o- 
thers may think he hath but little of it ; yet I 
muſt ſay his Faith bears ſome Proportion to his 
Diſcouragements, for it prevails over them, and 
therefore it is great, becauſe they are evidently 
ſo. Surely that is no inconfiderable Taper, 
which, being born in the open Air and high 
Wind, trembles and wavers this Way and that, 
ſo that one would expect every Moment it 
ſhould be puffed out, yet burns on, tho' it gives 
no great Light and Comfort to the poor Travel- 
ler who carries it in his Hand, 


S E672 UC NF Y. 
Theſe are the ſeveral Acts of Faith. But 


now, that we may not deceive our ſelves to our 
Ruin, there is another Point to be ſpoken to, 
iz. T he genuine Fruits, and necc}ary Effetts 
of ir. Tis a Grace that purifies the Heart, 
cleanſes the Life, overcomes the World, is a 
vita] Spring and Principle of all Manner of holy 
Obedience. St. Fames hath ſpoken fo full and 
plain to this Purpoſe, that ſome Men will 72 
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79 


ſorgi ve him *. He calls him a $4712 Man, who 
ſets up for Faith, if he hath not gcod Works 


as his Credentials. 


"Tis but ſaying + he has it. 


He will not allow it to be called by that Name. 


He compares it to the hypocrituc?l Wiſhes of a 
covetous Worldling, who, when he has the geod 
Things of this Life in Store by him, only faith 
to his needy Brother, Be then warmed and fil- 
led :. bat gives him nothing but his empty farc- 
wel Bleiling of Depart tn Prace, and is 
he can be lo rid of him. Such empty Words 
are not the Virtue of Charity; nor 1s an idle 
Flouriſk about Religion, or a dead Aﬀent, the 
Grace of Faith, no more than a Carcaſe is a 
Man. For, as the Bedy wwithert the Spirit zs 
dead, ſo ig Faith alſo without NX. It will 
not Profit a Man, and it cannot ſave him. *Tis 
no better than a gilded Vanicy, cr a painted 
Bubble, that will pleaſe none but a Child or a 


Fool. 


There was a Faith in the Power of Christ, 
which they who wanted were not healed by him 
of their bodily Diſeaſes. He did not many of his 
mighty Works in his own Country f. What ſhould 
be the Reaſon of that? their cwn native Air is 
wont to revive others, when they are almoſt wa- 
ſted away to nothing. Surely Yi had not fo malig- 
nant an Influence as to diflpirit and enfeeble him. 
But this happened Lecarſe their Unbelief. If 
no Cure be wrought on our Souls, if the unclean 
Spirit 
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Spirit be not caſt out of our Hearts, if we re- 
main dead in Treſpaſſes and Sins, it does pro- 
ceed from the ſame Cauſe, and is a plain Argu- 
ment, that the Faith of God's Ele& hath not 
been wrought in us. 

We read in the Scriptures of a two-fold Pour- 
ing out of the holy Spirit. One before Faith, 
in order to the working of it, which proceeds 
from Chriſt as a deſigned Head, for the enlight- 
ning of dark Minds, the quickning of dead 
Souls, and drawing unwilling ones to himſelf, 
that they may be made living Members of his 
myſtical Body, as Virtue goes forth from the 
Load ſtone, to attract the dittant Iron. But 


then, after this, there is a ſolemn Beſtowing of 


the Spirit by Chriſt as an aftral Head, on thoſe 
who by ſaving Faith are united ro him. Our 
Saviour ſpeaks of this ruyal Gift of his, in thoſe 
Words, He that lelietes on Pe, AS the Scrip- 
ture hath ſaid, out of his Belly ſhall flow Ri- 
vers of living Water. This ſpake he of the 
Spirit, whach they that believe on him ſhould 
receive *, as the Evangeliſt interprets that 
Speech of his. And, ſaith the Apoſtle to*the 
Epheſians, In hom after that ye lelieped, ye 
evere ſealed with that holy Spirit of Promiſe f. 
The Seal of a Prince ſometimes has his own l- 
mage upon it. The holy Spirit of Chriſt had 


impreſſed his Likenefs on them, as a Token of 


their being ſeparated to be his. And /e Bleſ- 


fing of Abraham 25s come on the Gentiles hong 


Feſus 
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FJebn vii. 38, 39. f Fpb. i. 


Jeſus Chriſt, and ſo we recei de the Promiſe of 
* che Spirit (i. e. the Spirit promiſed ) through 
Faith in him “. 
Charge of them as Chriſt's Members, poſſeſſes 


and acts them for him, ſecures and promotes his 
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The holy Ghoſt then takes 


Intereſt in them, reſtrains them from Sin, 
ſtrengthens them againſt Temptations, quickens 
them to Duty, and helps them in it, and leads 
them in the Way of Holineſs, till he hath fafe- 
ly conducted them into the Preſence of Chriſt 
in Heaven. Which is fo certain a Truth, that 
the Apoſtle doth not ſcruple to ſay, That be 
who has net the Spirit of Chriſt, is none of 
his f. Now he who is in the Fleſh, and walks 
after it, is not under the holy Ghoſt's Conduct, 
and conſequently is not a true Believer on Chriſt, 
whatever he may ſeem to be. 

Now from what has been ſaid, we may eafily 
form in our Minds a right and full Notion of 


Faith in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Tig ſuch an 


Afent to the Truths laid down iu the Scrip- 
tures concerning Chriſt, ou the Account of di- 


wine Authority revealing them; and ſuch æ 


Conſent to him thererpon as Prophet, Prieſt 
and King, together with ſuch a Reliance on 
his Merits, as if productive of unzverſal ſin- 


- cere Obedience, both in Heart and Life. 


And now, ſince the Power of Self: reflection 
is the peculiar Dignity of our Nature, whereb 
we are advanced above the Rank of Brutes, I be. 
ſeech my Reader to ſhew himſelf a Man, by 

B 4 conſi de t- 
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confidering whether he be a Chriſtian, and * 
riouſly examine himſelf, whether this Grace; 
thus Landes, has been wronght in him. 'To 
provoke him to it, I have a doule Notre to 
lay before him. 

1. Wherever Faith is defcribed by, or the 
Promiſe of Pardon and Lite made to any ſingle 
Part or Branch, it muſt be taken in the fall 
Latitude and Extent, as J have now open'd is. 
It muſt he underitcod fei. com oſito & Cal ert i 


Parzbus, z. e. provided there be all the other 


Parts of Faith, and that it be of the right Stamp 
and Kind, a worizng Fiich ; and that for this 
very plain Reaſon, becauſe otherwiſe we put 
ſuch a Senſe on one Scripture, as would notori- 
ouſly contradict ſeveral others. For Inſtance, 
"tis laid, Whoever believes that Feſus if the 
Chriſt, is born of God . And rheſe Things are 
auritten to yon, that ye might believe that Jeſus 
zs the Chriſt, the Son of God; and that belie- 


Ding (this) ye might hade Life through his 


Name f. 

This is to be taken thus, Provided a Man 
ſo aſſent to this Truth, as thereupon to receive 
him in all his Offices, and truſt in him, and 
live in holy Obedience to him. For if it were 
thus to be underſtood, that if he merely aſſent 
to it, and live ever fo wicked a Life, yet Je is 
born of Gd; this would be to make St. 7% 
apenly contradict himſelf, ſeeing elſewhere he 
fays, That he who i, born of God, don't and 


can't 


— — 


* 1 Fobn v. 1. f Joln xx. zi. 
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fal Sin) becanſe he ts born of God, and his 
Sced remaineth in him. And that ſich Com- 
mitter of Sin zs of the Devil, and not of God. 
And that this is a clear Caſe, in Hit the Chil- 


can't commit Sin *, (i. c. live ina Courſe of wil- 


aren of God are manifeſt, and the Children of 
rhe Devil. And ſo the ſame Man, at the 
ſame Time, muſt be a Child of God by one 
Scripture, and yet a Child of the Devil by ano- 
ther. So if it ſhould be thus underſtood, that 
he who aſſents to this Truth, that Feſirs if rhe 
Chriſt the Son of God, though he lead ever ſo 
ungodly a Life, yet. bel/cring this, be ſhall 
have Life throngh his Name: This would be 
to make St. John fight with St. James, who 
tells us, ſuch an idle Faith will not ſtand a 
Man in any ſtead another Day. And ſo one and 
the ſame Man, at one and the ſame Time, 


would be ſaved and damn'd by the two diffe- 


rent Parts of the ſame Rule of Judgment, have 
2 Right to eternal Life by this Scripture, and 


yet be doomed to eternal Death by thoſe other 


_ innumerable Texts, which aſſure us, that all 


the Wicked ſhall be turned into Hell. 

The ſame might be ſhewn as to truſting in 
Chriſt, and the other Branch of Faith; but 
this Inſtance may ſuffice. To this I'll add ano- 
ther Motive ; and therefore, 

24/y. The more a Man hath of that which 


looks like ſaving Faith, if he has not all of it, 


or if it be not of the right Kind, the ſorer will 
25 Nj his 
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his Damnation be. How bitterly will Men 
complain another Day, We did pretend to be- 
lieve every Thing contained in the Scriptures 
to be true, and yet we lived as tho' we had 
been fure every Word of it was falſe ; where- 
fore we arc juitly plunged the deeper into Hell, 
for acting directly contrary to our own Light 
and Perſwafion, and holding the Truth in Un- 
righteouſneſs. 

How fiercely will the never-dying Worm 

aw others, when they ſhall conſider, we not 
only ſeemed to have the Faith of Aſſent, but 
that of Affiance too; we ſtrongly relied on 
Chriſt as our Prieſt, but never ſubmitted to him 
as our King. We were often told, this was 
wretched Preſumption, and forewarned what it 
would come to at laſt; but we would not re- 
gard it, and fo we fall into Hell not pitied by 

others, and condemned by our ſelves. 


|| How loud will the Cry be among others, 
| | when they ſhall bethink themſelves, We not 


only pretended to aſſent and rely, but to con- 
ſent too; only we {tuck at our darling Luft, 
and we are eternally ruin'd for the ſake of that 
one Sin. We walked with Chriſt many a Step, 
and had we gone but one more we had been in 
the Manſions of Glory ; but for want of that, 
we are fallen down into the Region of everlaſt- 
ing Horror and Deſpair, and are damned for 
being Fools, as well as for being Sznners. 

And how quick and tormenting will be the 
Reflections of Conſ:ience among others, when 
they ſhall fay, We went further than any of 
theſe, when we lay on our fick Beds we not on- 
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ly ſeemed to aſſent and conſent, and rely, and 


egan to obey, but verily-thought we had been 


ſincere, and were ready to fly in the Faces of 
thoſe who did, with ever ſo much Modeſty, 


inſinuate and _ a Suſpicion of us; but the 
Diſeaſe being perfectly removed, the Stream of 


corrupt Nature, that was only driven back, re- 
-turned to its old Chanel ; the World gained 


upon us again, we were intangled in our old 
Corruptions, and grew a great deal worſe than 
ever, like rotten Fruit, putrifying every Day 
more and more. And now we are juſtly loaden 
with heavier Chains, and beat with many 
Stripes, and deſerve to be laſht with Whips of 
Steel, and ficry Scorpions for ever and ever. 

I hope, what has been ſaid will make the 


Reader ſerious, and very cautious, that he don't 


bleſs himſelf in a Thing of Nought. If Con- 
ſcience don't work now, it will, when Sickneſs 
comes, and Danger approaches. Modern Phi- 


+ loſophers tell us very ſurpriſing Stories concern- 
ing a mighty Spring in the Air, that when its 


Particles are violently compreſs'd together, it 
endeavours a Reſtitution to its former natural 
State; and the greater the oppreſſing Weight 
is, as ſoon as ever they can get themſelves un- 
fetter'd from it, they fly out with the greater 
Force. Among many other Experiments this 
is one *, That a Glaſs-bubble being Hermeti- 
cally ſealed, and put into the Receiver,. and 


the ſurrounding Air pump'd out, that which is 


B 6 impri- 
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impriſon'd in the Bubble will ſo expand, as in 
four Minutes Time to make it fly in Pieces, and bi 
break into Powder as ſmall as Sand. Every 1 
Man finds ſomewhat like this in his own © 
Breaſt. Conſcience hath a native Spring in it, 
that will endeavour to recover its ancient Power, | 
if oppreſs'd; and when it does, the greater 
Violence has been offer'd to it, it will return 

to its Throne with the greater Fury. And when 
the Sinner is empty of all his outward Com- 
forts wherewith he is now encompaſſed on eve- 

ry Side, all his preſent Peace, which is as thin, 
contemptible and brittle as a Glaſs-bubble, wil 

be utterly ſhiver'd in Pieces by the Workings 

of that mighty Principle within: And awake 

it will in the Hour of Death, or to be ſure the 
next -Moment after, whereupon the pleaſaut 
Dreams of him, who was not a ſound and tho- 
rough Believer, will be gone for ever, Men 
will find at laſt, that Peace ſpoken by the Fa. 
ther of Lies will not prove true, end Comfort 
fetch'd from Hell, will end and leave the 
Fool there. 


Ban 


CHAP. Il 


Of the Reaſons of fo different Accounts of Tai. 
in the holy Scraptures. 


s E foregoing Chapter affords ſuFicient 
Ground for what mutt be the Sub1ct of 
this, dig. to give the Reaſons why Faith in 


Jeſus 
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| Jeſus Chriſt is thus differently deſcribed in the 
'7 Scriptures ; ſometimes by one Act or Object, 


2: ſometimes b 
Fruits and Effects. 


another, and ſometimes by its 
I will anſwer this Enquiry 
in the following Particulars. 


SECTION I. 


The ſacred Penmen had a Reſpect to the 
different State of Affairs in their Days, zs. 
the great Difficulties which attended ſome Acts 
or Objects of Faith, and the ſad Perplexities 
of Conſcience which awaken'd Sinners labour'd 
under. 

1. They had a Reſpect to the great Difficul- 
ties which ſome Acts or Objects of Faith were 
incumber'd with; and that on various Ac- 
counts. | 

Some Articles of Faith were new, and ſcem- 
ed very amprobable at firſt View. This for In- 
ſtance, That Jeſus of Nazareth was the pro- 
miſed Meſſiah. That there ſhould ſome ex- 
traordinary Perſon come as a Deliverer, was of 
old believed by them ; bur that our Jeſus wzs 
he, was a new Article, and a very hard one to 
a Tew, who had been educated in this Perſwa- 
ſion, that the Meſſiah ſhould appear in great 
Pomp and worldly Glory; whereas they ſaw 
Jeſus had not a Place wherein to lay his Head. 
And when they beheld him crucified, with all 
the Circumſtances of Ignominy and Reproach, 
this was ſuch a Stone cf Stumbling, that his 
awn Diſciples had much ado to get over it. 
This made him look ſo very unlike his own 

Picture, 


* / 
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Picture, as it had been drawn by the Zeſt Aa- 
fters among them, that it was almoſt impoſſible 
to know him; and they muſt reje& him, or all 
their old Notions at once. 
And it was no eaſy Matter for a Gentile to 
receive him for a Saviour, who had been ſo 
fcornfully treated by his own Countrymen as 
the vileſt Malefactor, and the worſt of Impo- 
ſtors. No wonder then that other Things are 
aſſed by, and ſaving Faith in him ſo often de- 
Eribed by nothing elſe but an Aſſent to this 
ſingle Truth, That Feſus ic the Chriſt. 
Sometimes the owning ſome Points of Faith 
drew down bloody Perſecutions; and to profeſs 
them, was to run the Hazard of Life, and all 
in this World that's dear to Men. In thoſe 
early Days, he who declared his Belief that 
Jeſus was the Son of God, and raiſed from the 
Dead, could not expect to continue long a- 
mong the Living: And therefore ſaving Faith 
is deſcribed by an Aſſent to this alone, which 
was the trying Point; and ſuch a Conduct was 
requiſite to eſtabliſh the Hearts of thoſe primi- 
tive Chriſtians, leſt the Storm ſhould drive em 
from their Anchors, and they make ſhipwrack 
of Faith and a good Conſcience. Other Mat- 
ters are waved, becauſe it might reaſonably be 
preſumed, if they ſtood to the cn2, they would 
not be ſuch Fools as to neglect the other, and 
ſo loſe all, and gain nothing by their Religion, 
be miſerable in both Worlds, ruin'd in this, and 
damn'd in the next. 
At other Times, ſome Objects or Acts of 
Faith were openly oppoſed, or at leaſt gan 
under- 
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| ndermined by ſubtil Hereticks, and falſe Teach- 


rs, who ſubverted the Faith and Souls of Men. 
hus when many, whether Gnoſticks “, or who- 


ever they were, denied the Incarnation of our 
'Lord, then Faith in him is deſcribed by an 
Aſſent to this Truth, That Feſus Chriſt was 
[eome in the Fleſh f. St. John makes the own- 


or not owning this a Teſt, whereby to know 


hordes a Man had the Spirit of Chriſt or 
"Antichriſt in him. There were many ſuch 
Decetvers and Antichriſts, as he calls them, 


who denied it ; and therefore, to prevent Mens 
being ſeduced by them, he faith, Whoſoever 
tranſgreſſeth and abideth not in the Doctrine 


of Chriſt t, (meaning this Doctrine concerning 


him that he was come in the Fleſh, for of this 
he is ſpeaking) hath not God, has no ſaving 
Intereſt in him; no, nor in Chriſt neither, as 
may be gather'd, not only from the Reaſon of 


the Thing, but from the very next Words of the 
> 


* 
” 
* 
* 


" both the Father and the Son. 


Apoſtle, viz. But he that abides in the Doc- 
trine (i. e. in this Doctrine) of Chriſt, hath 
For, by the 


= Rule of Contraries, he that doth not abide in it, 


4 
” 


has no ſpecial Relation to, and ſhall receive no 


ſaving Benefit from either one or the other. 


Lea, the Apoſtle's Indignation againſt them ri- 
| | ſes 


* Of theſe Hereticks ſee Hmmond and Le Moyne's. 
Not. ad Barnabz epiſt. miſcell. ſacra, Vol. 2. p. 598, &c. 
# Bull's Exam. cenſure, p. 9. and Def. of Ar. H's En- 
: quiry into the Nature of Schiſm, p. 99, Fc. f 1 Fohn 
iv. 2. + Second Epiſtle of F-bz, Verſe 7, „ 10, 11 
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ſes to ſo great a Height, as to command true 
Chriſtians not to receive ſuch Hereticks 21270 
their Houſes, or to bid them God ſpeed ; for he 
that does fo, 2 a Partaker of their evil Deeds. 
"Tis very obſervable, that theſe are the Words 
of St. Fohn, who breathes forth nothing but 
Love and Goodneſs on other Occafions, but he 
thunders and lightens, and is all on a Flame 
againſt theſe Seducers; would have fincere 
Chriſtians not beſtow ſo much as a good Wiſh 
upon them, but ſhut their Doors againſt them, 
as they would againſt a Man who hath the Plague 
upon him, and ſpreads Infection and Death 
wherever he comes. There was ſufficient Rea- 
fon for all this extraordinary Heat. Theſe De- 
ceivers were many, and they were Antichriſt. 


he were a mere Sfeftrum, then he could not 
offer up a real Sacrifice: And ſo they blew up 
the very Foundations of that great Duty, Fait 
in, or Dependence on the Blood of Chriſt, which 
is abſolutely neceſſary to the Salvation of a Sin- 
ner. 

And yet that was another Point which was 
directly oppoſed too. That Notion which has 
made ſo great a Noiſe among us of late, ves. 
That all that Faith that zs neceſſary to Salva- 
tion, ts a believing barely that Feſus is the 
Meſſia b, ſo as to be ready to give Credit to all 
his Revelations, and take him to be our King, 
- ſeems to me to be a Revival of that very Doc- 
trine which the Apoſtle defignedly writes a- 
gainſt among the Romans and Galatians; only 
with this Variation, that the Neceſſity of ob- 
ſerving 


HSS mes wo. - 


They denied that Jeſus was a real Man, and if 


x 


ſceving 
I" cut off fome ot the more viſibly unclean 


| Parts of them, paint the feſt, and then make 


Many of the Fervs profeſſed lo far to believe 


— 


OE. 


Cx Pſalm belonged to the Meſſiah, (that is, to 


- relating ro his Prieſthood: Though, by the 
Way, he owned himſelf to be the Miah ; 
which, till this new Light came into the World, 


the Office of a Prieſt, as well as that of a Pro- | 


| 5 ; f - 
Faith in Jeſus Chriſt. 4 
2 the Ceremonial Law is warily dropt. 

Lis a very common Practice for Men to dig 
up ancient Hereſies that had been dead and bu- 


unthinking People believe they arc new Truths. 


our Jeſus to be the Meſſiah, as to own him for 
a true Prophet, aud take him for their Lord 
and King ; only they ſeemed to have no greater 
I indnets tor th: Przeſtly Office of Chriſt, than 
2 modern Author, who expreily tells us “, 
That he doth not any where aſſume to himſe'f 
the Title of a Prieſt, or mention any Thing 


was wont to be under{tood ſo as to comprehend 


phet and King. And he alſo owned, that the 
himſelf) applying to that Purpoſe the firſt Verſe 
of it, The Lord ſaid to my Lord, Sit thou at i 
my right Hand, &c. f Now, of the ſelf ſame 
Perſon are thoſe Words undeniably ſpoken in 


the 4 Verſe of the ſame Pſalm, Thou art 4a 


"8 Jobu x. 15. * Maith. xx. 28. 


Prieſt for ever after the Order of Melchiſe- 
dech. And our Saviour often ſpake of laying 
down his Life for his Sheep t, and giving zt 
as a Ranſom for many *. And, ſaid he, This 

2s 
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Re. zſon ab. of Chriſtizn, p. 214. f Matth. xxii. 44. 
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3s my Blood of the New Teſtament, | ſhed for 
many for the Remiſſion of Sins *. And told 
his Diſciples, that after his Aſcenſion, he would 
Pray for them f; and this I think is ſaying 
Something relating to His Prieſthood, of 
which, offering Sacrifice, and making Interceſſi- 
on, are the two Branches. He that ſaid theſe 
Things of himſelf, did, at leaſt uplicitely, 
aſſume to himſelf the Title of a Prieſt, and that, 
according to this Author, is as much as he did 
with Reference to that other of the Metab. 
+ *Tis the Humour of the Times to run down 
| the Prieſthood, both Name and Thing; but 
ſure Men carry the Point a little too far, when 
they fly at it wherever it is, and will not ſpare 
it, no, not in our bleſſed Saviour himſelf, but 
rend away from him his ſacerdotal Work and 
Office ; or at leaſt repreſent it ſo very empty 
and infignificant a Trifle, that a Man may be 
a very good Chriſtian, and be ſaved by him, 
_— e believe not one Word or Syllable 

it. ; 

This, as I was ſaying, was for the main, that 
grand Error which the Apoitle endeavours with 
all his Might to beat down, in his Epiſtles to. 
the Romans and Galatians, many of whom had 
no Thoughts of being ſaved by Faith in the 
ne Righteouſneſs and Blood of Chriſt, but by their 
ſo own Works of Obedience. And therefore St. 
be Paul deſcribes Faith by not eſtabliſhing our 
da 0W72 
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* Matth. xxvi. 28. f Jobn xiv. 16. and xvL 
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own Righteouſneſs, but ſubmitting to the Righ- 
teouſneſs of God *, ſpeaks often of Faith in his 


# Blood f as a Propitiation, of receiving the A. 
;} ronement, and Abundauce of Grace, and the 


G of Righteouſneſs t; and ſays, that by the 
Obedience of Chriſt many ſhall be made righte- 
0, e and theſe Men, whom he argues againſt, 
did fruſtrate the Grace of God f, break in Pie- 
ces the Cre of Chriſt, and make his Death to 
be altogether zz dan; with many other Paſſa- 
ges of. the ſame Nature. Other Matters he o- 
verlooks, and ſpeaks only to this, becauſe this 
was the. only Part of Faith in Chriſt that was 
then in Diſpute between him and his erroneous 
Ad verſaries. 

Again, at other Times, another Act of Faith, 
and the whole Nature of it, was practically ne- 
glected, or miſunderſtood. Some vreſted ſun- 
dry Paſſages of St. Paul's Epiſtles ſo far, as to 
aſſert, that a barren dead Aſſent, or a bold pre- 
ſumptuous Truſt, was Faith, and all that was 
neceſſary to Salvation. And then, either to 
prevent, or cure this grand Miſtake, we are 
told of Faith under theNotion of receiving Chriſt 
Jeſus as the Lord ꝓ, and that it is but a Coun- 
terfeit if it don't purify the Soul, and work by 
Love, if it be not attended with good Works, 
and accompanied with a thorough Change in the 


Temper of the Heart, and Tenor of the Lite. 


Little or no Notice is taken of other Things, but 


this 
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this is inſiſted on, that ſo the ſacred Writers 
might (as in all Reaſon they ought ) more ef: 
fectually ftrike at the damning Errors of thoſe 
Times. Like wiſe Commanders, who ſeem 
comparatively to neglect the other Parts of a 
Fort, and draw down all their Strength to de- 
fend that Polit, which, being vigorouſly attacked, 
is in great Danger of being taken by the E- 
nemy. 

Thus the holy Penmen of the Scriptures fin. 
gle out and faſten upon that very Point that was 
wholly new, and looked like an incredible one, 
that which was oppoſed by bloody Perſecutors, 
or ſubtil Hereticks, or miſtaken by wretchedly 
deluded and licentious Men. They preſs and 
eſtabliſh that which was the ſpecial Truth and 
Duty of their Day, and therefore we have one 
Account of Faith in one Place, and another Ac- 
count of it in. another Place, according to the 
different Circumſtances of the Times wherein 
they ſpoke or wrote, or the Perſons they had to 
deal with, againſt whom they levelled their 
Diſcourſes. They don't, in all Places, mention 
other Objects or Acts, nor ſometimes rhe neceſ- 
ſary Fruits of Faith, which ſhew it to be of the 
right Kind, though, in themſelves, altogether 


as weighty ( which yet, at other Times, they 


do take Notice of) becauſe then there was no 
preſent Neceſſity of inſiſting upon them, they 
were foreign to the Argument in hand, were 
not the Queſtion in Controverſy, which they 
confine themſelves unto. And herein the Scrip- 
ture was wiſely compoſed, and the Penmen of it 
did as good Authors would and ſhould do, who 
min 
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mind the Profit and Salvation of thoſe to whom 
they write or preach. 

2. And the Prudence of their Conduct will 
further appear, by their having a Regard as to 
the external State of Affairs, ſo to the inward 


Frame of Mens Spirits, and thereupon we have 


yet other Deſcriptions of Faith. Sometimes a 
convinced Sinner is as much pained, as the poor 
Iſraelites when bitten by * flying Serpents, 
which ſhot ſuch a Fire into their Veins, as made 
the whole Maſs of their Blood to boil, and mi- 
ſerably ſcald them. And then Faith is deſcri- 
bed by Looking to Feſus, in Allufion to thoſe 
TIſraelztes * fixing their Eyes on the brazen Ser- 
pent to draw out the Venom, reſtore Eaſe, and 
preſerve Life. And yet, as though the Men 
were in Love with the Miſery which they can- 
not bear, ſometimes awakened Sinners hang off 
from the Grace that is offered. What, can there 
be Mercy for me? Pardon for ſo wile a Wretch 
as Tam? And then Faith is ſet forth under 
the Term of Coming to Chriſt t, as a Man who 
is weary and heavy laden would to one who 
calls him with the kind Defign of taking the 
heavy Load off his Shoulders. But tho' ſame 
are flow and backward, others are in Haſte. 
There is ( ſay they within themſelves ) but a 
Hair's Breadth between us and Hell. If di- 
vine Vengeance ſhould ſuddenly ſeize us, we 
are undone for ever. Then Faith is deſcribed 
by Fleezng io Feſus + as our City of Refuge. But 

though 
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45 A Difcourſe, of 
though Fear add Wings te the Soul, yet De- 
ſpair binds them up that they cannot ſtir, and 
with this awakened Sinners are ſometimes al- 
moſt ſwallowed up. They ſtand ftill, and are 
ready to drop down. Then Faith is deſcribed 
by Reſizng, Leaning, and Relying upon Chriſt, 
and laying Hold of him. And whatever fome 
Men may imagine, the People are not ſo ſtupid 
but they underſtand theſe Terms ( which is 
more than theſe ane Scoffers do) and the 
Words are agreeable to a wounded Conſcience, 
as well as the Things that are fignified by 
them, For the Ear trieth Words as the Mouth 
taſteth Meat *; the Reliſh and Savour whereof 
is grateful to the Palate, as well as the Sub- 
ſtance is nouriſhing to the Body. Should I tell 
a Friend of mine, I commit ſuch an Affair to 
him, add- /cave it with him, and reſt, or de- 
pend, or rely upon his Intereſt, Prudence and 
Integrity, that he will not ſuffer me to be run 
down}; though he were a lain Man, he would 
eaſily underſtand me without any more ado, and 
think me not a little impertinent, if I ſhould 
take a great deal of Pains to ſtrip theſe Meta- 
hors, under a Pretence of ſpeaking more intel- 
Fioibly to him. This is very familiar Language, 
and very emphatical too. And ſo is Clo- 
ſing with one who makes me a very advantagi- 
ous Propoſal, and embracing him and his kind 
Offer, by which Terms ſome. Divines of great 
Note and Learning have been wont to . 
the 
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the conſenting Act of Faith. And they are 
the ſilly Men (and not the common People) 
who fancy ordinary Chriſtians don't know the 
Meaning of thoſe Expreſſions when applied to 


divine Matters, which every one takes for gran- 
ted they do underſtand, when they are uſed in 


human Affairs, without any Scruple. 


Thus the Apoſtles give us various Accounts 
of Faith, becauſe of the ReſpeR they had to the 
different State of Affairs in their Day; they 
conſulted the Difficulties which attended ſome 
Acts or Objects of Faith, and the Perplexities 
of Mens Conſciences. But becauſe there is 
nothing new under the Sun, the ſame external 
Difficulties, from Perſecuttons, Herefies, and 
practical Errors, and the ſame internal Troubles 
are to be met with in our Age as in theirs ; the 
Scriptures therefore are wiſely penned, and of 
admirable Uſe to us, as well as to the firſt 
Chriſtians, to whom they were immediately di- 
rected. The Waters of a living Spring will be 
no leſs refreſhing to Poſterity, becauſe their 
Fore-fathers have drunk of them ſeveral Ages 
ere they were born. 


SECTION I, 


Another Reaſon why we have ſuch diffe- 
rent Accounts of Faith, is, becauſe the ſacred 
Penmen do ſuppoſe that we underſtand that one 
Act of Faith does naturally imply another, or 
infer it, and produce its proper Effects. 

1. Some Acts of Faith naturally imply others 
as neceſſarily previous to them. For 3 

ome- 
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ſometimes Faith in Chriſt is deſcribed by c 
fſenting to him, and veſying upon him. Nou 
we cannot be fo weak, but we mult underſtand. 
and there 1s little Need, at every Turn, to tel} 
us, that both of theſe do preſuppoſe the afieir 
ting Act of Faith. It cannot be thought any 
Man ſhould accept him for his Prophet, PrieR, 
or King, who is not convinced that he was ſent 
from God to reveal his Will, pacify his Wrath, 
and rule in his Name; nor put his Truſt in 
him for Life and Salvation, unleſs he be per- 
ſwaded that he hath put away Sin, and opened 
the Kingdom of Heaven by the Sacrifice of 


himſelf. He who expects to be obeyed as an 


Officer, muſt produce a Commiſſion well atte- 
ſted ; and 1t 1s too great a Venture to build for 
Eternity, if I am not well ſatisfied of the Firm- 
neſs of the Ground and Foundation. 


2. In other Caſes, one Act of Faith doth mids 


turally tend to infer another, and preduce its 


proper Effects. There is ſuch a natural Chain and 
Dependence of one Thing upon another, tliat, un- 


leſs I act very unreaſonably, and Le either. 


very thoughtleſs, or wretchedly falſe to my own 
Intereſt and Principles, I ſhall be led on from 
one Point of Faith to another, and from Belief 
to a ſuitable Practice. For Inſtance, ſuppoſe I 
do a/Jent to this as a certain Truth, that Jeſus 
was raiſed from the Dead; hence, of Courſe, 
it follows, that he was indeed a Teacher ſent 
forth from God. A mere Man cannot raiſe 
himſelf. Death is an Evil that no human Skill 
can prevent, much leſs can it cure. None can 
raiſe his Friend, much leſs himſelf, out of the 


Grave. 
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Grave. The Devil could not, and we may be 
ſure he never would have raiſed Feſzs of Naza- 
reth. He underſtands his Intereſt better than 
to appear in the Behalf of one whole Bufineſs it 
was to overturn the very Foundations of his 
Kingdom, who had caſt him out of many Bo- 
dies while he lived, and would caſt him out of 
more Souls, if he ſhould revive. God would 
never have raiſed him had he been an Impoſtor, 
wrought a Miracle to countenance a Cheat, and 
laid an invincible Temptation before honeſt 
Men to believe a Liar, who had appealed to 
this as the Sign * of his divine Mitfon. The 
Fews ſet a Watch, placed a Stone, put a Seal 
on his Grave to make all ſure. Providence 
would have ſet ſuch a Watch as ſhould never 
have flepr, ſuch a Stone as ſhould never have 
been rolled away, ſuch a Seal as ſhould never 
have been broke open, at leaſt not till the third 
Day had been over, if Chriſt had been a De- 
ceiver. Hence it unavoidably follows, that he 
was what he profeſſed, one who came from the 
Boſom of the Father to reveal his Will. And 
the natural Reſult of that is, that, by virtue 
of my Allegiance to God, I am bound to hear- 
ken to him as the great Prophet, and give Cre- 
dit to every Thing he ſays. Now the Conſe- 
quence of that is, I am Bound to receive him as 
my Prieſt, and rely on him as ſuch. For one 
of the main Things he teaches, and which a 
guilty Creature had Need to learn, is, how & 
G Sinner 
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Sinner may be reconciled to God. And it is 
the great Scope of many of his Revelati- 
ond, to aſſure Men that there is no other Sa- 
crifice, no other Expiation, no other Atonement 
but his Blood, in the Virtue whereof a fallen 
Wretch can, with Comfort, with Confidence and 
Safety, appear before an holy and righteous 
; nor can any of our Services be of a ſweet- 
ſmelling Savour, unleſs perfumed with his In- 
cenſe. So that if I take Chriſt for my Prophet, 
I am obliged to receive him as my Prieſt too, 
whereupon I am under a Neceſſity of conſenting 
to him as my King alſo. For this is clearly 
laid down by himſelf and his Apoſtles, that [ 
muſt receive him in both theſe Offices, or I can 
have him in neither; in this Senſe Chriſt is not 
divided. Whence it follows, I muſt obey him, 
for I am under the ſtrongeſt Motives to it, that 
can be propounded to a reaſonable Creature, he 
having aſſured me, that everlaſting Death ſhall 
be the Portion of Rebels, and a maſſy Crown 
of eternal Lite ſhall be the Reward of all his 
faithful Subjects. And if fo vaſt a Weight, as 
both theſe together, will rot ſet all the Springs 
of Action in Motion, nothing elſe is capable of 
making them ſtir. Thus it is plain, that an 
Aſſent to this one Truth (of which we have 
greater Evidence than of any Matter of Fact 
beſides) that Chrzſt zs riſen, if I attend to it, 
it I dwell upon it, and be true to my own Light 
and Perſwaiton, following on whither it would 
naturally lead me, it will bring me on to all the 
otherr Acts of Fatth, and influence me to all 


Manner of holy Obedience. 
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SECTION Ul. 


III. The Language of Scripture, in its ſeveral 
Accounts of Faith, is agreeable to the known 
uſual Way of ſpeaking among Men, what is ve- 
ry familiar with Lawgivers, and indeed, in our 
common Diſcourſe. God does not ſpeak to us as 


In- a Philoſopher to his Pupils, as a trifling Gram- 
et, marian, or an over exact Critick, who are bound 
oo, up to Niceties, but as a Governor to his Sub- 
ing jects. There is a Stiffneſs and Preciſeneſs in 
rly Words, as well as in Behaviour, that 1s very 
t 1 ungrateful. There is a becoming Negligence of 
-an Stile, as well as Dreſs, that is natural and ſweet, 
20t looks great ina King, and has, like himſelf, a 
m, Kind of Majeſty in it. Rulers, in their pub» 
vat lick Edicts, are not wont to uſe Words in a ſtrict, 
he narrow, phyſical Senſe; but in « large moral 
all one, ſignifying, by one Term, a Compound of 
wn many phyſical Acts, taking it for granted, that 
1is their Inferiors have ſo much Senſe as ſo to un- 
as derſtand them. Suppoſe a Prince ſhould ſay to 
19s 2 deſperate Knot of Rebels, Receive me for 
of your King, and I will pardon you, they would 


preſently know what he meant thereby, 22S. 
that they ſhould ewn him as their rightful So- 
vercign, ſhake off the Ulurper's Yoke, teſtify 
their Sorrow for their former Rebellions, lay 
Hold on his Act of Grace, and engage to de- 
mean themſelves as obedient loyal Subjects for the 
future. Now, why ſho 11d not Men as well under- 
ſtand all this is contained in their reco772ng Chriſt 
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|  ®oſus the Tord, when Faith in him is ſo deſcri- | 
3 bed in their Bibles ? 

Wy | And this Way of ſpeaking, as it is uſual with | 
| Lawgivers, ſo it is in our ordinary Diſcourſe. If 
I ſhould come to a Man that js defpenicety fick, y 
and ſay, There is ſuch a Phyſician, do but truſt 
Bim, aud he will certainly cure you, he would 
preſently take me, that I meant, bcfides the 
phyſical Act of Truſting, that he ſhould enter - 
tain a good Opinion of his Perſon as to his Skill 
and ons þ put himſelf into his Hands, take 
his Counſel and his Phyfick, and follow his 
Preſcriptions. If he were ſo void of common Senſe, 

26 not to underſtand my Words in this Latitude, 

I ſhould conclude that his Diſeaſe lay mighti- 

ly in his Head. Now, why ſhould not Men as 
well underſtand the Scriptures, when they are 
commanded to ruſt in Chriſt, that, beſides the 
fingle Act of Reliance upon him, hereby is 
meant, 4 firm Perſwaſion of his Authority, 
Grace, and Ability to fave thoſe who apply to 
him, that, in a penitent, broken-hearted Man- 
ner, they muſt put themſelves under his heal- 
ing Methods, follow his Rules, and obey his 
Orders ? 


SECTION IV. 


IV. We read many Hundreds of Times, in the 
New Teſtament, of believing. Now, if, in eve- 
oy one of thoſe Places, all the Objects, and the 
ſeveral Acts, together with the neeeſſary Fruits 
of Faith, had been mentioned, to how much a 
greater Bulk would this have ſwelled it, andthat 


very 


Field, to bring Things together, lay them order- 
C 3 | 
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very needleſly, with manifeſt Impertinence, con- 
trary to the Laws of Difcourſe and Writing, 
mob it look like a very odd Book, and ret- 
dred it very nauſeous, through its vain Repeti- 
tions, to every judicious Reader? 

If ro this it be replied, T hat though God 
had not done ſo in every Place of the Bible 


 evhbere that Word zs uſed, yet, i he had done 


it but in one Verſe, telling us once for all, that 
here ever we meet with it, ae muſt underſtand 
it in that Latitude, would not this have been bet- 
ter? for then wwe might hade turned to that Place, 
and have eaſily known it, wwherely wwe ſhould 
have becn delivered from a great deal of Per- 
Plexity and Labour. I anſwer, in the 


SECTION: V. 


Fifth Place. God hath wiſely taken another 
Courſe, leaving much to human Induſtry, both 
with Reference to the Miniſtry, and alſo to our 
ſelves. 

1. With reſpe&t to the Miniſtry. He hath 
ſet apart a whole Order of Men, whoſe Buſineſs 
it is to inſtruQ others, which is a prudent and 
merciful Proviſion of his. Now, he will not put 
ſuch a Slur upon an Office of his own Agj_ 
ment, as to render it uſeleſs. A great Part of 
their Work is to ſearch the Scerefptires, and that 
for the People's ſake as well us for their own, 
to help them to,. and improve them in: ſpiritual 
Knowledge, to gather up thoſe Ears of Corn 
that ly ſcattered up and down all over the 


ly 
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ly beforg their Hearers, and explain, as well as 
enforce. them. A Miniſter therefore, who is 
vod of Scripture Knowledge, how much Lear- 
ning ſoever he may have of another Nature, is 
like a ſtately Euilding, abufively called by the 
Name of a Conduit, on which there are many 
Figures curiouſly carved, that pleaſe the Eye of 
thoſe who walk that Way, but there being no 
Spring, it cannot afford one Drop of Water to 
refreſh a thirſty Man that comes to it. The 
Prieſts Lips ſhould keep this Knowledge, be- 
cauſe the People mult ſeek rhe Law at their 
Mouths *. | 

2. God hath no leſs wiſely ordered it thus 
with Reference to the People. He hath taken 
ſuch a Method as does oblige them to what is 
no leſs their Intereſt than their Duty, a daily 
ſerious Peruſal of his ſacred Oracles, whereby 
Men ſhew, at once, their Efteem for the Scrip- 
tures and their own Souls too. 

"Tis not fit, that a Book of God's own writ- 
ing, eſpecially on fo important a Subject as this, 
what a * Creature muſt do to be ſaved 


from Hell, aud brought to Heaven, ſhould ly 


neglected on a Shelf, or caſt into a by Corner, 
or thruſt into a blind Hole, remaining there 
covered all over with Duſt and Cobwebs, and 
be taken up once a Year, it may be, when, look- 
ing for other Things, we caſually light upon it; 
as the Autograph of Maſes was among the Rub- 


biſh of the Temple in the Days of Joſiah, or 


that 
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that the bleſſed Bible ſhould be ſleepily peru. 
ſed, while our Heads are ſwimming and nod- 
ding, and our Eyes halt-ſhut, the Book let fall, 
it may be, and we ready to tumble after it. 
"Tis wiſely penn'd in ſuch a Way in many o- 
ther Reſpetts, which might be named, bur 
particularly in this; that whereas ſo much Streſs 
is laid on believing in Chriſt, yet God has not 
any where laid down an exact Account of the 
Nature of Faith in him according to the Rules 
of Art, but given ſome Touches of it here, 
and ſome there, to induce us frequently and 
ſeriouſly to read it, and compare what we find 
in on: Place with what we have in another ; 
that ſo, by laying all together, we might form 
a truc and full Notion of it. "And he who will 
not do this, or at leaſt who tw ſo intolerably 
lazy, that he will not look into the Scripture 
when another has, as it were, -turn'd down the 
Leaf in his Bible, or fer a Hand in the Margin 
to dire & him where to read in order thereunto, 
muſt fall without Pity, and die without Know- 
ledge. 

To ſay, Why has not God given us an exact 
Definition of it in ſome one Place, according to 
the nice Rules of Art? it would have ſaved us 
2 great deal of Labour. You mtght as well 
ſay, Why did not God build us Houſes to our 
Hands ? it would have ſaved the Charge and 
Trouble of making Bricks and Mortar, hew- 
ing and ſquaring of Timber, and regularly put- 
ting them altogether. Or, why did he not di- 
rect us to a certain Place, where, on turning u 
the Surface of the Ground, we might find Pie- 
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ces of Silver and Gold ready coined ? For it 
colts ſome Money to make more, and the 
Charges might have been faved, which now 
we are forced to be at in digging, and melting, 


and refining, and milling, and ſtamping of it. 


Or, to inſtance in Matters of a ſpiritual Nature, 
Why has not God given us an exact Liſt of 
fundamental Articles of Faith? Or, why has 
he not fa vour'd us with a /;a2zng infallible Judge 
of all Controverſics, fuch an cnc in Reality as 
that dub Oracle at Rome pretends to be? 
How much Study and Diſputing, how many 
Hereſics and Schiſms would have been pre- 
vented, by ſuch a kind and merciful Proviſion 
as this, had God rouchſafed it to us! . 
Bur he will not. encourage Lazineſs. Much 
is left to human Diligence, as to our comfort- 
able Subſiſtence in this World, and our Salva- 
zion in the next. 'Tis a juſt and reaſonable. 
Law, that he «w/o vill mat lalonr, ſhould not 
ear, And utis as cquitable an one, that he 
who will not attend upon the publick Mini- 
try, and ſcarch the Bible, yea, do both very 
diligently, ſhall not fo a as know clearly 
and diftinftly what *tis to believe. Spiritual 
Food for. their Souls ſhall not drop into the 
Months of lazy Wretches, who ly fleceping on 
their Backs and in their Beds ; but Men mult 
riſe up and take Pains. for it, that their Mouths. 
may be fill'd by the Labour of their Hands. 


CHAP: 


* 


Tuith in Nſus Chriſt. S 
CHAP. I. 


Of the Neceſſity. of Faith in Jeſus Chriſt. ts 
Salvation. 


He I ſhall not lanch out into that curious, 
and as to us very needleſs Queſtion, about 
the Poſſibility of the Salvation of the Heat hen g. 
It was a ſharp Saying of Diogenes , That the 
Grammarians in 2 Days, ſpent more Time 
in ſtudying Homer, that they might know the. 
Evil that beſel Ulyſſes, than they did to un- 
derſtand or cure thoſe which they endured 
themſelves. So, many among us 5 nd more 
Time in de{puting for and againſt the Salvation 
of Heathens, than they do in making ſure of 
their own. We may get to Heaven, without 
knowing whether they are able to reach it, and 
when we come thither our felves, we ſhall know 
whether any of them are there; and 'tis no 
great Matter if we don't know it till then. 

All that I aſſert is this, That it is impoſſible 
for any among us, who li de when and where the 
Goſpel is pulliſb d, to be ſaved, if they do not 
believe on our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. This is fo 
plainly and ſo often declared in the New Te- 
ſtament, that there can be no rational Doubt of 
it. Our Saviour himſelf ſays, He that believdeth 
not, i condemned already, becanſs. he hath not 
Jelic ded in the Name of the only legottu Sor: 
| C 5: 0 
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of God *. John the Baftiſt alſo tells us, rhe 
Wrath of God abadeth on him f. And every 
Miniſter of the Goſpel has, this Clauſe put into 
his Commiſſion, (which is left open, that others 
may read it as well as they) tell every Crea- 
ture to whom ye preach, that he wha believeth 
not, ſhall be damned tf. And when our Savi- 
our would expreſs Damnation with an Empha- 
fis, he does it in theſe Words, He ſhall have 
his Portion with Unbelievers ||). And St. Paul 
and Silat, in Anſwer to the Jaylor's Queſtion, 
What ſhall F ao to be ſaved? reply, Seliede on 
the Lord Feſus Chriſt, and thou ſhalt be ſaved, 
and thy Houſe . Had they been ſo imper- 
tinent as to give him ſuch Counſel, as he might 
have been ſaved, tho' he had not complied with 
it, I think he would have done well to have 
given them 2 Cut or two with the Sword he 
had newly drawn to ſtab himſelf, and added 
new Stripes inſtead of waſhing their old ones. 


SECTION I. 


II. Now, as harſh and ſevere as this may ſound 
in ſome Mens Ears, it will appear no unrea- 
fon able Proceeding, if we do 8 conſider the 
hainous Nature of Unbelief. Natural Conſci- 
ence indeed ſtartles at the Commiſſion of ſcan- 
dalous Immoralities; but many are apt to think 
Uanbelicf to be, if a Fault, yet a venial one: 
Whereas, if we look into the Bowels of 1 fa 
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ſhall find it to be a very black and vile Of- 


fence. 
It reflects the greateſt Diſhonour on God, the 


Father, Son, and holy Ghoſt ; it ſtrikes at the 


Sovereignty and Authority of God. For thic 
2s the Work of God, and his Commandment *, 
( 2. e. it is ſo in a peculiar Manner) that we 
believe on him whom he hath ſent f. 

It reflects on the Truth of God: For, Le that 
believeth not the Record he hath given of has 


Son, makes God a Liar t. Whoever doth not 


own him, put his Truſt in, and obey him, re- 
fuſes ſo to do, for one or both of theſe Reaſons : 
Either becauſe he does deny him to be one ſent 


from God, or becauſe he does not think him 


worthy of all Acceptation. And either Way 
he gives the Lie to God, who hath ſo abun- 
dantly teſtified the contrary to both of theſe. 

It further reflects on the Goodneſs and W:1- 
dom of God and Chriſt. To them who leliede, 
Chriſt i the Wiſdom and Power of God. To 
every Unbeliever he is no better than Fooliſh- 
neſs, and under that Notion he was rejected of 
old, and is ſo at this Day. | 

It directly ſtrikes at all the great Deſigns of 
the Father and Son, which the Heart of both was 
chiefly ſet upon from all Eternity ; renders the 
Covenant of Redemption wholly vain, and of 
no Eect, and the Blood of Chriſt like Water 
ſpilt on the Ground. Why was this noble Work 
of Salvation, by him contrived with ſo much 


C 6 Wiſdom, 
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Wiſdom, review'd with ſo much Delight, brought 
abgut by ſuch bitter Agonies as our Lord en- 
dured ; if after all, ſo much Contempt muſt be 
poured out upon it and him, as is involved in 
- rejeCting and trampling on them by Unbelief? 
What more provoking Sin can be committed” 
againſt both the Father and the Son ? 
Nor does the holy Ghoſt eſcape unreffected 
on. He anointed our Saviour, prepared, quali- 
fied him for, and aſſiſted him in his Work as 
Mediator; teſticd concerning him by the Mouth 
of his holy Prophets, which have been ſince the 
World began . And when his Apoſtles pre- 
ched bim, the holy Ghoſt bare them Witneſh +: 
with Signs and Wonders, and with divers Mi- | 
racles and Gifts t, that ſo we might give Cre- | 
dit ta his Meflengers, when they recommended 
him to our Acceptance. He was poured out on 
peyote to gisriſy Chriſt 4,3 and to that End, 
ays our Saviour, he. ſhall receive of mine, and | 
ſhall ſpew it unto you, that ſo you may ſpread | 
my Fame all over the World. And he came to 
convince Men, as of other Sins, ſo of || Unbe- | 
lief. Now, remaining in that Sin, is to thwart. 
und oppoſe him in his main Errand and De- 
ſigr, and puts a Bar to all his. farther Opera- | 


tions ; for he cannot ſanctify, comfort, and ſcal 
Men to the Day of Redemption, while Infide- 
| liry is obſtinately perſiſted in. And fo this ho- 
| ly Dove. may even take Wing, and fly back to 


U Heaven. 
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Heaven again, there being no Work for him to 


do here _ 

Now, how can that Man be faved, who lives. 
and dies under the prevailing reigning Guilt of 
this Sin, which does in ſo hainous a Manner 
oppoſe the whole Trinity? If a Man fin a 

inſt the Father, the Son may interceed for 

im ; if he fin againſt the Son, it is not pre- 
ſemly the unpardonable Tranſgreſſion: But if 
he live and die thus ſinning againſt Father, Son, 


and holy Ghoſt too, who ſhall plead for him,. 
or ſtand his Friend: 


SECTION UI. 


III. Nor is this to be evaded by pretending, 
that in the Days of our Saviour and his A- 
poſtles, Men had greater Light and Evidence 
of the Truth of the ö the Miſſion of 


Chriſt, than we have, becauſe my ſaw the 
Miracles.wrought by him and them ; and 


- therefore their Unbelief was very hainous, and 


deſerved Damnation: Whereas we have onl 
the Report of them, and therefore the Unbelief 
of Men in our Days is leſs culpable, and ſhall 
not be ſo ſeverely puniſh'd. 

For John the Raprift, who. wrought no Mi- 
racle, preached this ſevere Do&rine ( as ſome 
may think it) That the Wrath of God abiges 
on him «who bel:cves not the Son of God * ; for 
theſe are his J/ords, and ſpoken by him too, 
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before Chriſt had made himſelf famous by his 


Miracles. - 
Befides, we have uncontroulable Evidence and 


Teſtimony that ſuch Miracles were wrought, 


tho' we did not ſee them with our own Eyes. 
And we, from our Childhood, have been train- 
ed up in an honourable Eſteem of - Chriſt and 
his Goſpel ; whereas their Minds were tinctur'd 


with wrong Notions, and poiſon'd againſt him 


with early Prejudices. Now, every one knows, 
our Souls are not like a Zable-bcok, out of which 
any 2 that is written in it may be wiped 
eatily, and with a wet Finger; but like Marble 
or Braſs, 'tis hard to cut out the Letters that 
are once engraven on it, and ſubſtitute others in 
their Room. 

And we have ſome very conſiderable Advan- 
tages and Motives to give Credit to the Goſpel, 
which they had not, and which, if laid in the 
Balance, will be at leaſt equivalent to their ſee- 
ing the Wonders that were wrought in Confir- 
mation of it. Such are, the ftrange ſpreading 
of the Goſpel, and the fulfilling the Prophe- 
cies of our Saviour againſt the Fewsr, of which 
I have treated elſewhere . Whereunto might 
be added the dreadful Apoſtacy in the Chri- 
ftian Church, foretold by St. Paul f. which may 
ſerve greatly to prevent ours, and their falling 
from the Chriſtian Faith cftabliſh us in it, if 
the Reader will but peruſe the admirable Diſ- 

courfe 
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* Preface to Preſervative againſt Deiſm, p. 19, 19, 
ee. 1 1 Tim, iv. I, 23 3. 
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courſe of our incomparuble Joh Mede upon 
it, who ſo excellently explains that Scripture, 
as if the ſame extraordinary Spirit who dicta- 
ted the Text, had done the like by the Com- 
ment upon it. 

I'l mention one more, and that L'Il take from 
the Revelations, tho a Book which profane 
Men are apt to ridicule, and bold Expoſitors of 
it have given but too much Occaſion for it, 
who have ſeen more F/:/ions than ever St. John 
did ; only his were from above, and I need 
not ſay whence theirs came. I don't pretend to 
a deep Infight into it, nor will any confidering 
Man, till it be Day, and more Light comes, 
hope to penetrate into the Heart of that Coun- 
try, when many have been ſo miſerably ſhip- 
wrack'd upon the Coaſt of it. I ſhall not ſpeak 
at all to any of the Places where Antichrift is 
foretold, and defcribed by ſuch Marks, that 
as the Lord Bacon wittily ſaid, if a Hue and 
Cry were ſent out againſt him, and the Pope 
feized, and brought before him, he would ftop 
him till he had well cleared himſelf of them. 
L ſhall only take Notice of one Paſſage, wherein 
"tis ſaid, God hath put it iuto the Heart of the. 
Kings of the Earth to fulfil his Will, and to 
agree, and gize their Kingdom to the Beaſt, 
until the Words of God ſhalt be fulfilled *. 
Who, ſo long before the Matter of Fact fell out, 
as this Book was written, could ever have ima- 
gin'd, that Princes, who are ſo very at * of 

their 


at 
HIER = — 


® Rev. xvii. 17. 


. —— 
E # . om Cates dT. * ab 


#4 'Mfcourſe of + 
| erogative, ſhonld ſuffer them - 
ſelves to be ſo rid by the Beaſt, and'trampled! 
upon by the Pope? It was the beſt Thing that 
ever dropt from the Pen of the * vileſt of Men, 
when he compared bim to Oberon the King of © 
Fairy-land: There's not the leaſt Shadow, ei- 
ther of Reaſon or: Seripture, for his lordly 
Supremacy over them ; and yet how tamely do- 
they all, even the wiſeſt among them, ſubmit 
their Necks to his Yoke ? and do that in a me- 


taphorical Senfe, which that mean ſpirited Em- 


eror did in à literal one, Hold the Stirryp, 
while he gets nf into the Sadie? One would 
be aſtoniſh'd that fach deep Politicians, as many 
of them are, ſhould believe a Bit of Bread to 
be human Fleſh, it being made fo by a filly 
Prieſt's mumbling five Words over it, and then 
pay divine Worſhip to it as if it were a Deity, . 
and eat it up when they have done, (no Won- 
der they eat up their People, when they do ſo 
by their God) and in. Defiance. to their very 
Senſes, take Wine for the Blood of a Man: If 
indeed it were tranſubſtantiated into that, they 
did well enough, who, as an Act of peculiar 
Grace, granted the Cup to ſome Kings, when 
they denied it to the common People; for human 
Blood is the ſweeteſt Draught a Tyrant can 


take. And how unaccountable is it, that they 


ſhould ſo very bitterly perſecute their poor Sub- 
jects with all Manner of Cruelty, who can't be · 


lieve and practiſe the ſame ? Yea, that they 
ſhould 
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ſhould do this contrary to repeated Promiſes, 
and perpetual Edicts, confirm'd by themſelves 
as well as their Anceſtors; and notwithſtanding 
they bave publickly own'd they ow their Crown's 
fitting faſt on their own Head to their Fidelity 
and Valour : And that they ſhould do fo, to 
the weakning and apparent impoveriſhing of 
their Kingdoms, the promoting of whoſe Wel- 
fare and Trade they feem to be very zealouſly 
bent upon ? Good God! that ever fo many 
wife Princes and States ſhould be fo very tena- 
ciouſly fond of, ſo exceeding fiery for a Re- 
Iigion, in which the moſt infamous Idolatries, 
and rhe moſt barbarcus Cruelties do vie with 
each other! But it was foretold by the Spirit 
of Prophecy, which is theTeſtimony of Feſtts *, 
and fo it has come to paſs, which is a ſtanding 
Evidence of the Fruth of the Scriptures. 80. 
that Chriſt is ſerv'd this Way by bis 22 
Enemy; and the Man of Sin, who has fo noto- 
riouſty ſubverted the Goſpel, helps to confirm 
it, and eſtabliſhes. Chriſt's Throne by his very 
Act of pulling it down, as Rebels are want to: 
do that of their rightful Prince by their At- 
tempts againſt him. This ebſcure Book of the: 
Canon is like the new Moon, the greateſt Part: 
of it is dark; but yet this fingle Paſſage (which 
is not the only one neither) is ſo light, that one 
may caſily ſee tis of a divine Original, as one 
may that the Moon is an heavenly Body. 


In: 


* Rev. xix. 10. 
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In ſhort, we have Evidence bright enough of 
the Truth of the Goſpel to render an Unbelie- 
ver inexcuſable, and his Damnation juſt. I 
think it would have been a forry Plea for a 
diſpenſing Fudge, that Magna Charta, which 
he deſtroyed with his unhallowed Breath, was 
an old Manuſcript, and the whole relating to 
it was tranſacted ſo many Agges ago; that truly, 
for ought the filly Tool knew, it might be a 
mere Forgery, and an idle Tale. The Reader 
may eaſily apply this to the Matter in Hand. 


GH AF.-I1V:; 


Objeftions anfier'd. The Caſe of the Kenites 
conſider d. . 


Here's no Point fo plain, but a witty Man 
1 may have fomething to ſav againſt it. Our 
modern Infidels fight againſt our blefled Saviour 
with his own Sword, and turn the Scriptures 
themſelves, as they manage them, into an En- 
gine to batter down the Neceſſity of Faith in 
him, and openly contend, that mere Morality, 
or bare Charity to the Poor, is ſufficient to 
any Man's Salvation. Several Texts they bring 
(and we know their Father could ' quote Scrip- 
ture long before them ) to this Purpoſe, out of 
the Old Teſtament, and ſeveral out of the 
New : And by that Time the Reader ſees all 
their Objections, he will not think I have cal- 
led them out of their Name, when l term them 
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T:fidels, tho', in the New Stile, they affect to 
paſs for Unzrarzans. For, 


j OBFECTION I. 


| Firſt. They plead, That the Kenites, who 
tere not of the ſame religious Perſwaſion with 
the Iſraelites , yet, becauſe of the Kindneſs of 
their Anceſtors to thoſe of the Iſraelites, were : 
ſpared by Saul, for which he was not at all 
blamed when he flew the Amalekites f. Now, 
hence it is inferred, There may be a Charity 
which will profit the charitable Man wery 
much, and be very acceptable to God, where 
true, ſound, juſtifying Faith ( as it is called 
by way of Scorn ) zs wholly wanting. Profi- 
table to Salvation, the Man muſt mean, or elſe 
he trier. That is the Point in Debate between 
him and his Adverſary, and the whole Drift 
of his Book is to prove it, as will be moſt evi- 
dent when we come to his own Words in the 
Third Objection. 

Now, this Argument ſtands upon 'Two Feet, 
both of which are miſerably weak and lame; 
and if either of them fail, it muſt tumble, but 


eſpecially if both of them do fo. 


EJ. nn, 2 II "INS 


| I. That theſe Kenites were not of the ſame 
* religious Perſeaſion with the Iſraelites. 
| 


Il. That they were eternally ſaved, and that 
merely upon the account of their Forefa- 
thers Charity. ö 
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SECTION 


I. That theſe Kenites were not of the ſame 
religious Perſwaſiun with the Iſraclites. This 
is aſſerted, but not proved to be true, and very 
probably it is falſe. There are but ſome light 
occafional Touches concerning this People in the 


Old Feſtament, and it is in vain to look for them 


elſewhere. By that little Light we have concer- 
ning them in the Scriptures, we have Reaſon 
to think they were Husbandmen, who addicted 
themſelves to the keeping of Sheep, and other 
Cattle, and lived in Tents, frequently remov- 
ing, for the Convenience of 2 from one 
Place to another Sometimes we find them in 
the Land of * Mzidian, which was their native 
Country, at other Times among the f Amale- 
Kites, and, at other Times, among the + Ma- 
elites; ſo that their Sheep were not more fcat- 
tered abroad, than the Men were who look'd 
after them. And it is likely that ſome of them, 
at leaſt, had the Knowledge of, and believed in 
the true God, and, in the general, in the pro- 
miſed Mefiah, greater Faith than which was 
not ordinarily to be found, no, not in-1/-ael it 
ſelf in thoſe early days. 

The Midianites, of whom the Kenztes were 
a Tribe, deſcended from Abraham by Keturah x. 
And though we ſhould ſuppoſe that the divine 


Know- 
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* E xod. iii. I, T I Sam. XV. 6. 1 Judg. i. 16. 
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Knowledge, which he propagated to thoſe who 
were deſcended from him, was, in Proceſs of 
Time, wholly loſt among many of them ; yet 
it is plain it was not ſo with Ferhro, who was 


the Head or Chief of that Clan or Hoard 
of the Kenites, whole Caſe we are now confide- 


ring. 

"Fig not material to our preſent Enquiry, whe- 
ther Reuel, Jethro, and Hobab were, tho' three 
Names, yet but one Man, or two Men, or three, 
Grandfather, Father, and Son, about which the 
Learned are divided. ( Thongh, by the Way, 
our Tranſlators fometimes read it Reuel *, and, 
at another Time, Raguel f, in a very unaccoun- 
table Manner. It ſhould have been either Neu- 
el, or elſe Raguel, in both Places, for there is 
no Difference in the Hebrew $, no, not ſo much 
as in a Point.) Jethro the * Kenzte was Moſes's 
Father in Law, and was a confiderble Man, for 
he is ſtiled Przeft, or Prince of Midi an , as the 
Word alſo fignifies. For both thoſe Offices an- 
ciently were united in one and the ſame Perſon. 
And, had he been an Heathen, or an idolatrous 
Prieſt, ſuch a Man as Moſes would never have 


- married his Daughter. He, who for Conſcience 


towards God, would not continue in one heathen- 
iſh Family for the ſake of a Kingdom, would 
never have run himſelf again inte another ſuch 
an one for the ſake of a Wife. He who, upon 


the Score of Religion, refuſed the alluring ad- 
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70 A Diſcourſe of 
vantagious Title of being called the Son of Pha- 
raoh's Daughter, would much more, on the 
ſame Account, have refuſed to be Ferhro's Son 
in Law, had Ferhro been an idolatrous Prieſt, 
Egypt was one of the moft renowned K ingdoms 
in thoſe Days, to which Moſes by Adoption was 
Heir apparent, who had an anſwerable Educa- 
tion in all their Learning *, which doth natural- 
ly raiſe a Man's Spirits, and kindle his Ambi- 
tion, And had he come to the Throne, he 
might have relieved his oppreſſed Brethren, for 
whom he had ſo tender a Concern, as appears by 
his ſlaying the Egyptian who ftrove with the 
Iſraelite. I do not know indeed what great 
Beauty Zipporah might be, but I can hardly 


3 3 A 


think there were Half ſo many Charms in her 


Face, as in the Crown of Egypt. 

But ſuppoſe that Ferhro had not had the 
Knowledge of the true God and the Meſſiah be- 
fore, without Doubt Mofes, when he came to be 
a Member of his Family, would have inſtructed 
him in theſe weighty Points. For Moſes lived 
Ly Faith in God and the Afeſſiahb, and was now 

u 


ffering for it, refuſing to be called the Son of 


Pharaoh's Daughter, chooſing rather to endure 
Agiittion uith the People of God, than enjoy 
the Pleaſures of un for a Seaſon ; eftecming the 
Reproach of Chriſt greater Riches than all the 
Treaſures of Egypt; for he had Reſpect to the 
Recompence of the Reward f. And could he 
have his Eye ſo fixed on Heaven, and never 


Open 
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open his Mouth abcut it, or the Way that leads 
to it? Could he ſo value the Reproach of 
Chriſt, and ſaffer ſo much for him, and yet ne- 
ver ſpeak of him to his near Relations, and o- 
thers, with whom he familiarly converſed ? Or 
can it be thought, that Moſes, who lo carefully 
looked after Ferhro's Sheep, ſhould have no Re- 
gard to his Soul? Tis obſervable, that, upon 
Jethro's meeting with Moſes and Aaron, and 
the Elders of J/rael, they all joyned together 
in Sacrifice to the true God, nay, Ferhro ſeems 
to officiate as the Prieſt, and the others to joyn 
with him as the principal Agent; for it was he * 


that took the Burnt-offering and Sacrifices for 


Go; and Aaron came, and the Elders of Iſra- 
el, to eat Bread with him before God, i. e. to 


feaſt with him upon the Remains of his Sacri- 


fice, which, had he been an Heathen Hlolater, 
they would never have done. For, as the A- 
poſtle ſaith, they who eat of the Sacrifice, par- 
take, of the Altar t, i. e. by ſo doing they pro- 
feſs their owning of, and Communion in that 
Way of Worſhip. Add hereunto, ? that tho' 
Pharaoh was expreſly required to let the Ma- 
elztes go into the Wilderneſs to facrifice there, 
yet Jethro was beforehand with them, at leaſt, 
his is the firſt Sacrifice there of which we have 
any Account left upon Record. 
"Tis true indeed the Midianites joyned with 
the Moabites in ſending for Balaam to curſe the 
| Tr a> 
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Ii-aelites. But then the Midzanzter were not 
united in one Monarchy, but were governed by 
ſeveral petty * Princes, or Lords; and this A- 
ion of theirs was very near Forty Years after 
this Interview between Moſes and Jethro; for 
it was immediately before the Death of 1eſcs f, 
which we know was juſt as the {/raelttes were 
on the Point of entring into Canaan ; and, in all 
Probability, Jethro Pad been dead for ſome 
| Time, for he was an old Man when he met 


gt. As long as the good Man was alive, we 
read of no Attempt by the Princes of Midi an 


upon the 1/raelttes ; but Jethro, one of them, 
inſtead of that, congratulates their Arrival m 
| their Neighbourhood, though one would have 
thought, Policy and Reaſon of State ſhould 
have made them very uneaſy, when ſo vaſt a 


many Months hovering about their Bor- 


ders. 
The Rechabzres alſo, of whom ſo honourable 


Branch of this People; and ſeveral of the Kz- 
nates were * Scrabes in Iſracl. Whether we under- 
ſtand it of civil Scribes, like our publick Notaries, 
or of eccleſiaſtical ones, Perſons engaged in tran- 
ſcribing or expounding the Law, they would 
have been ſuffered in neither of theſe Employ- 


ments, 


_—_—Y —_ ccc — — — 


— — - — * — co 


* See Num. xxii. 4. & xxv. 15. xxxi. 8. Fefpr 
iii. 21. f See Nam. xxxi. 2. + Fer. xxxv. * 1 Cor. 


ii. 55. 


, * a F 


AN e - «© a oo 


| Aer and Ir ae! at their firſt Coming out of E- 


ge 3% of needy and powerful Strangers were 
for -{o 


Mentien is made by + God himſelf, were 4 


— .. 


Faith in us Chrift. 73 
. ments, had they not been Proſelytes to the Faitk 
ö of Hael, but mere Heathens and Idolaters. So 

that it doth not appear that theſe Men were not 
of the ſame religious Perſwaſion with the Ha- 
1 elztes, but, on the contrary, it is, at leaſt, the 
more probable of the "Two, that they were 
ſound orthodox Believers, according to that 
| Meaſure of Revelation which the Church of 
God was then bleſſed withal. 


But there is another lame Foot on which this 
| ObjeRion ſtands. 


_ 


SECTION It. 


IT. That theſe Kenzres were eternally ſaved, 
and that too upon the Account of mere Chari- 
ty, without any Thing of Faith. They were 
preſerved from the Edge of the Sword, but we 
are no where told they were delivered from the 
Flames of Hell. Their Lives were given to 
them as a Prey, but we don't read, that Hea- 
ven too was given them as their Inheritance. 
Tis a wild Inference to conclude the one from 
ny the other. We might as well renew the old ſot- 
T- | tiſh Fables of the Heathens, and place Brnres 
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8, among the Stars, for their Beaſts were preſerved 
10 as well as their Owners. 


The hard Service of Næebichaducgzar in the 
„ Siege of Tyre * (though he aimed not at God in 

it, but minded ouly the gratifying of his own 
| Ambition, and enlarging the Bounds of his Em- 


pire } 
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ou ) did profit him in ſome Meaſure, and was 
o far acceptable to God, that he gives him the 
Spoils of Egypt for his Reward. But will any 
Man thence: infer, that he had the Kingdom of 


Heaven given him too? no Man ſure, unleſs he 


can produce very good Evidences of his . 


Repentance, will place that haughty Monarc 
in the Seat of the Bleſſed, who was more of a 
Brute in human Shape, when he rolled in 
Blood, and devoured Men, than when his Body 
was wet with the Dew of Heaven, and he did 
eat Graſs like an Ox, converſing among his Bre- 
thren of the Field, whoſe Hoof: and Horns were 
nothing near ſo miſchievous as his cruel Hands 
had been. 

If theſe Kenztes were eternally ſaved on the 
Account of mere Charity, without any Thing 
of Faith, it was not for their 02072 Charity, but 
that of their Forefathers,- ſome A ges before, to- 
wards the [ſraclites, Now, that Man carries 
the Point beyond any tolerable Bounds, who 
ſuppoſeth ſuch a Force in the Kindneſs of a 
oreat Grandfather, as to make the Gates of 
Heaven fly open of the Admiſſion of all his un- 
believing Poſterity, into the Manſions of everla- 
{ting Glory. 

Thus you ſee both the Pillars are rotten on 
which this Objection muſt be built, and conſe- 
quently it mult fall on the Head of him who 
hath fo inconſiderately advanced it. 
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CHAT... 
A Second Oljection anſwered. The Caſe of 


Job conſidered, and the ancient Faith of the 
Iſraelites. of 


T is further pleaded, T hat Job, and ht; 
Three Friends, were not of the Faith of 
4 the Church of Iſrael *. Aud dare any Man afin 
f that ſuch Nen as they were damned, eternally 
5 damned? I trow nor. TY 

C To which I reply, I know no Man that 


5 
doth think they were, or hath any Reaſon for 
9 it. But Two Confiderations will remove this 
- Stone of ſtumbling out of our Way. 
oO 
2 I. T here #s no Strength in this Argument. 
8 0 1 85 px. = 
4a 5 II. T here ts as litile of Truth in it. 
> - 
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* I. There #s no Strength in this Argument. 


It might very eafily and very fairly be evaded _ 
in this Manner. Either the ſame Points of | 


: P. D 2 | them, 
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them, it was no Fault in them not to aſſent to 
and embrace them ; and conſequently this In- 
ſtance is very 1mpertinently alledged, For the 
ueſtion which we are debating, is the Impoſh- 
bility of the Salvation of thoſe who Bade the 
Gel revealed to them, and yet ditbelieve it. 
The Caſe is vaſtly different between thoſe who 
do not believe in Chrift, becauſe they never 
heard of him (for that is ſimply and naturally 
impoſſible) and thoſe who have heard of him, 
and yer do not believe in him, who are guilty 
of a wilful and a very vile Sin; and it is as plain 
from the Scripture as Words can make it, that 
this is a damning Sin too. Bur, 


SECTION nu. 


II. There is as little of Truth as there is of 
Strength in this Argument, if our Author's 
Word may be taken; for he will have Fob to 
be the Fifth from Abraham by the Line of E- 
ſau, becauſe the Septuagiut ſay fo, though f 
learned Men think their Authority in this Mat- 
ter not very great. Now all the 4 Faith that 
he will allow the ancient Patriarchs to have had, 
both before and after Abraham's Days, is no 
more than this, 223. that God it, and is a Re- 
evarder of them that diligently ſeck him. And 
he ſpeaks like one that is an utter Stranger to 


Job's 
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* Vindic. of Mr. T. F. p. 15. f Vide Uſoer's 
chronologia ſucra, p. 65, c. Du Pin's Hift. of the 
Canon, p. 100. + Vindic. of Mr. T. F. p. 16. 
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Job's Character and Piety, and that of his three 


) Friends, who makes a Doubt whether they had 
not as much Faith as this amounts unto. 


So that, as this Objection is not to the Pur- 
poſe, ſo neither is it true, according to our Au- 
thor's own dear Self, that they were not of the 
Faith of the Church of [/7ael. 

And here I might ſet my Foot, and not take 
one Step further; but becauſe I defign, not 
fo much to anfwer the Cavils of the Enemy, 
as to edify my Reader, I ſhall not leave this 
Matter ſo, but ſpeak further to it under thets 
T'wo Heads. I will confider, 


I. Nat was the aucient Faith of the Iſra- 
elites. | 


II. What was the Faith of Job ( and conſe- 
quently of lis T hree Friends ) and then 
2t Till appear whether they uere not, for 
Subſtance, one and the ſame. 


SECTION I. 


I. I will confider what was the ancient Faith 
i, of the Church of //-ae/. And here we are not 
concerned to enquire any farther, than after that 
. Faith which they had from the Time of Ara 
4 ham, down to Moſer, between which Two Pe- 
1 6 riods, the Learned are agreed that Job lived, 
0 
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and that I think upon very ſolid Arguments, ot 
which one is his long Life, for he lived One 
hundred and forty * Years after all the Storms 
1 were 
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were blown over; and, before the Days of his 
Calamity came upon him, he had Seven Sons 
and Three Daughters, which Sons of his were 
fo far grown up, that they had Houſes of their 
own, wherein, for a conſiderable Time, they 
had been wont, each of them in their Turn, to 
feaſt the reſt of his Brethren, and their Siſters.; 
for though his Children were Teu in Number, 
they were but 0z:c in Mind and Heart. This is 
ſpoken of as a common Practice, which, for 
tome Pime, had obtained among them; and ſo 
is that of their pious and jealous Father, who, 
when the Zays of therr Feaſting were gone a- 
bout, ſummoned them together to offer Sacri- 
fice, for the purging them from thoſe Follics, 
which he ſuſpected, that, in the Midſt of their 
Jollity, they might have been guilty of. For 
0 it is ſaid, TE did * Job ceutinually. This 
y being confidercd, together with the Duration of 
| 
| 
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his Afflictions, which, by ſeveral of his bitter 
Complaints, appear to have laſted for ſome 
Time, tho' how long is uncertain, I think it 
will be a very modeſt Computation, to rec- 
kon him Sixty Years old, when the Stream 
that had run ſo ſtrong againſt him began to 
turn. 
Add this to the One hundred and forty Years 
he lived after, and, according to this Reckon- 
ing, he was no leſs than Two hundred Years 
old when he died, which plainly ſavours of the 
patriarchal Age; for, in Maſes's Time, uo 
ca- 
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Meaſure of Man's Life was grown much ſhorter, 
reduced to the narrower Compaſs of Threeſcore 


ears and Ten, or Fourſcore in ſome rare In- 


ſtances; which continues as the common Stand- 
dard to this Day. 

And tho' we ſhould, with a learned * Man, 
ſuppoſe the Xc Pſalm to refer merely to the 
particular Caſe of tune [-ac/zres in the Wilder- 
neſs, who by a ſpecial Vengeance were to die 
in the Compaſs of Forty Years; yet we do not 
find, that any about the Time of Moſes did 
come any Thing near the Years of Fob, as A. 
braham, Iſaac, and Jacob did. For the + Firſt 
of them lived 175 Years 3 the Second 2 180. 
the Third * 147. But MAoſes himſelt lived 
but f 120 Years, and Aarau + but 123. and 
Joſhua * but io. and yet is ſaid to be waxed 
old and ſtricken in Tears; Elz f but 98. and 
then too he was oppreſs'd with Age as well as 
with Grief, and is called an oa an, and fell 
like an helpleſs Child. And the prodigious 
Miſtake of Scaliger, about the Age.of Phznear, 
has been ſufficiently + expoſed. The Life of 
Man might well begin to be reduced near after 
the Time of Moſer, becauſe the Fruths of God 
were by his * Hand committed to Writing, 
and ſo might be more eafily learnt and convey'd 
to others, than when there was no other Help 

D 4 beſides 


— — — — — — — — — —H— 


* Hammond on Pſalm xc. f Gen. xxv. 7. + Ger. xxxv. 
23, * Gen. xlvii. 28. 1 Deut. xxx. 7. + Numb. xxxiii. 
39. Foſh. xxiii. 1, 3. f 1 Sam. iv. 15, 18. + Span- 
heim bij. Jobi, p. 152. * Heideggeri excrc.. de 
longevt, Patriarch, Tom. 1. p. 386. 
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befides oral *Tradition, at leaſt no Scriptures 
divinely infpired. And tho' there have been 

very rare Inſtances of Men, who in latter 
Days have lived a very long Time, yet all who 
mention them ſpeak of it as very furprizing: 
Whereas no more is faid of Job, than what any 
would ſay of one who reaches to the ordinary 
uſual Term of others in his Time, is. that 
be died, leing cold and full of Days. 
Beſides, he offer'd Sacrifices in his own Houſe, 
as the Head and Prieſt of the Family. 
And in all the Dialogues between him and 
his Friends, and in the Speeches of God him- 
felf, there's not the leaſt Mention of rhe Miſery 
of the Iſraelites in Egypt, or their Deliverance 
out of it, or the Plagues of Pharaoh and his 
Subjects, or the giving the Law in fo aſtoniſh- 
ing a Manner at Mount Sinai: Tho' there 


yea, of all theſe; they were ſo pertinent to the 
Caſe in Hand, that Fcb would have urged their 
Example EE what his Friends ſo ſtiffly 
denied, dia. That good Men were ever viſited 
with ſuch extraordinary Calamities as his were. 
Or he would have comforted himſelf from 
kence, with Hopes of Deliverance; or his 
Friends, ur God himſelf, ſetting forth his own 
Majeſty and Greatneſs, would have mention'd 
the Glory he had gotten in the Overthrow of 
that grand Enemy of his, prouder than thoſe 
Waves by which he periſh'd. When Elihu 
treats. 
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were very fair Occaſions to have ſpoken of ſome, 
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Mon from the Ruines of the Fall; that there 
is a preſent Providence, and would be a future 
Judgment, whereupon good Men would be re- 
warded, and the Wicked feverely puniſhed. 
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treats of the ſeveral Methods of God's reveal - 
mg himſelf to Men, he takes no Notice at all 
of the Revelatien of his Will to and by Moſes; 
nor is there in the whole Book any Mention of, 
or the leaſt Alluſion to the Jeriſh Sabbath, or 
to any other Parts of the Maſaical Inſtitution. 
This Silence is altogether unaccountable on any 
other Suppoſition but this, That Fob lived be- 
fore any of theſe Things. 

Add w this, that when Job would clear 
himſelf from all Suſpicion of Idolatry, he pro- 
feſſes his Deteſtation only of the moſt ancient 
Inſtances of it, dis. paying divine Worſhip to 
the Sun and Moon *, without deſcending to the 
Adoration of infericr Beings, the — 5 In- 
vention of later Ages. 

Now, all theſe Conſiderations taken together, 
do fufficiently prove that Job lived before the 
Days of Moſes, And therefore, our preſent 


Argument doth not oblige us to enquire further 


than after the Faith of the 1/raelztes, between 


Moſes's Time and that of Abraham, between 


5 two Periods, as I faid before, Job li- 
ved. 


Now their Faith, as I take it, lay in theſe 


Articles, 223. That there was One only living 


and true God; that an extraordinary. Perſon 


( afterwards called the Mefrah ) ſhould deliver 
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As to the Two later of theſe, I ſuppoſe there 
will be no Diſpute. As to the Two former, 
2:2. the Belief of one God, and the Meſſiah, 
the one the firſt Fundamental of natural, the 
other of revealed Religion; it was the main 
End and Defign of God in calling Abraham, 
and ſeparating him and his Seed to be a peculi- 
ar People to himſelf, to revive a Senſe of both 
theſe upon the Minds of Men. Before this, 
the whole World was in a Manner ovugg:run with 
Polytheiſm and Idolatry; yea, even Mralam 
* himſclf was involved in the common Pollu- 
tion. 

And Men having loſt the Senſe of the one 
only God, no Wonder that they dropt the No- 
tices of the one only Mediator. The Devil bad 
cut off all Mankind at one Blow in the Sin of 
our firſt Parents, he obtain'd a ſecond Conqueſt 
over them ; he ruin'd them once by the Breach 
of a Command, and he did it again by their 
Forgetfulneſs of the Promiſe, and ſo drew them 
into another Apoſtacy from God; and his new 
Victory ſecured the old one. He turn'd them 
off from alt Thoughts of the Promiſed Sec, 
who was to bruiſe his Head; and ſo cut them 
off from that merciful Relief, which God, out 
of his abundant Compaſſion, had provided a- 
gainſt that fatal Miſery he had brought them 
Into. | 0 

Shem and Melchizedech ( unleſs we add ho- 
neſt Mimelech ) ſeem to be the only Men ex- 

| cepted, 
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cepted, at leaſt, the only Perſons of any Note 

upon Record, (if indeed they were Two, 
or if the latter were a mere Man, about which 
the Learned are divided.) The one a dying 
Spark, the other a very / Ligbt; for Shen 
was now in his declining Years, and 1/[e/chz2c- 
dech, whoever he was, Ber to be but a petty 
Krng; and he is repreſented as a Man dropt 
out of the Clouds, as if God had c:cated him on 
Purpoſe, and he were none of Adam's Race: For 
he is ſet forth as ruth. Father, and wwithunt 
Mother, as having no Progenitors to inſtruct 
him, and from whoſe Tradition divine Know- 
ledge could be convey'd to him. 

"Tis true indeed, that ALraham ſuppoſed 
there might be Fifty righteous Perſons in Sodom 5 
but he might in Charity hope fo many Prole- 
Iytes might be made by Lot, who ſojourned a 
long Time among them, who alſo lighted his 
Candle at Abraham's Taper. 

When Matters were reduced to this wretch- 
ed Paſs, then did God fingle out Abraham and 
his Poſterity to be as a golden Candleſtick, 
wherein to place a Light, that the World might 
not remain totally cover'd with Darkneſs ; and 
that all Remembrance of the blefled Seed 
might not be whollv and for ever loſt, he re- 
news the Promiſe, That from his Loyns ſhould 
that great One come, in whom all the Nations 
of the Furth ſhould be bleed. 

This was rhe Goſpel which God Preached to 
Abraham, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks “, and the Co- 
D 6 TOnans 
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* wenant of Grace confirm'd in Chriſt, And 
tho? our Father indeed had not fo full and fo 
diftint a Knowledge of all the Treaſure that 
was contained in the Bowels of this rich Mine, 
as we his: Children have, yet no doubt but he 
had ſome Underſtanding of it. Can any Man 
imagine, than when God is the Preacher, and 
that upon fo. weighty a Point as the Goſpel, 
the Covenant of Grace, that the Father of 
Lights ſhould teach in ſo blind and dark a 
Manner, that nothing ſhould be underſtood, 
eſpecially when Abraham is the Scholar? If 
fo, he would rather deſerve to be called the 

Father of the Blind, than of the Faithful. 
Tis | yarns his Thoughts were very deeply 
exerciſed about. this bleſſed Seed: For, when 
he received an Order to ſacrifice his Son Tſaac,. 
which looked like the cutting off the Ground 
of his own Hopes, as well as his-Son's Zzfe, and 
Obedience to the Command feem'd to be the 
Deſtruction of the Promiſe ;. the Apoſtle tells 
us ®, he accounted that God was able to raiſe 
him from the Dead; he reaſon'd, argu d, de- 
Rated the Matter within himſelf, as the Þ 
Word fignifies, that in his own Thoughts he 
might reconcile the ſeeming ContradiQion. Did 
he do this about the Poſſibility of fulfilling the 
Promiſe, and can any one imagine he did not 
do the ſame as to the Conrenrs of ir? efpecially. 
confdering, it virtually contained in it the great 
Bleſſings of Juſtification, ſaving Grace, and e- 
ternal. 
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ternal Life. Doubtleſs he did very cloſly ſtu- 
dy this Point, and had ſome Infight into it, if 
our Saviour may be credited, who ſaid to the 
Jews, Abraham rejoyced to ſee my Day, and 
be ſaw it, and was glad *; faw the Day of 
his Coming into the World as the Meftah ; for 
our Saviour brings him in as fo doing, by wa 
of Reproach to them who valued themſelves fo 
much upon their Deſcent from Abraham, and 
yet did reje& the true Me/iah, now that he did 
_— he Expreſſion is doubled, tis not an 
idle Tautology, but to ſhew how deeply Abra- 
ham was affected with, and how heartily he 
embraced it, tho' it was at ſo great a Diſtance 
from him, He rgoyced to ſee my Day; and, 
as tho' that had not been enough, it is added, 
He ſaw it, and was glad. 

It is an odd Way of ſeeing, to behold nothing 
at all of the Matter; he muſt have ſome Know- 
ledge of it, or elſe the Joy of Abraham was the 
Joy of a Fool, who rejoyces. in he knows not 
what. 

It is not improbable, that God might give him 
ſome further Inſtructions than what Moſes hath 
le t upon Record, who ſtudies Zrewizy in his 
Hiſtory. 

And whatever WR he gained in this 
moſt weighty Point, to be ſure he would care- 
fully tranſmit and impart to his Children, 
confidering the Teſtimony, God himfelf. gives 
af him, I know Abraham hat he ui com- 
mand. 


] * Job viii. 56. 
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= mand his Children, and his Honſbeld after 
im, and they ſhall keep the Way of the Lord, 

to do Juſtice and Judgment; that the Lord 
may bring upon Abraham that which he hath 
Spoken of him *. 

When God had renewed the great Promiſe of 
the Sced to Iſaac, he built an Altar and wor- 
ſhipp'd him as the God of his Father Abra- 
ham f. The ſame Promiſe of the Seed, in 
whom all the Nations of the Earth were to be 
bleſJed t, was repeated to Facob, whereupon he 
ſolemnly renews his Covenant with God. And 
Eſau is ſtiled a profane || Perſon, for felling 
his Birth-right, becauſe this was a virtual re- 
nouncing the Meſſiah, and the Covenant of 
Grace in him. 
| When Jacob lay a dying, having Iiken'd his 
Son Dan to a Serpent by the Way, and an Ad- 
der in the Path *, &c. he immediately 
” breathes out this pious Ejaculation, -I Hate 
* evazted for thy Salvation, O Lord. The holy 
Man (as f one well obſerves) having menti- 
on'd the Serpent, he preſently reflected on the 
Miſchief done to our firſt Parents, and in them 
to all their Poſterity, by the old Serpent in 
! Paradiſe ; and thereupon breaks forth into an 
| high Expreſſion of his Faith, in that Salvation 
1 from it, which God had promiſed by the Seed 
| v . of the Woman that was to break his Head. A 
very 
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* Gen. xviii. 19. f Gen. xxvi. 24, 25. + Gen, 
XXVIiii. 14, 20, 21, 22, || Heb. xii. 16. * Gen, xlis: 
37, 18, f Charnocks lecond Vol. p. 116g. 
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very proper Thought for an expiring Saint, who 
was - rs gar of that Death which 
that old Enemy had brought in like a Flood. 
upon the World. No other tolerable Account 
can be given for ſuch an unuſual Start fgom the 
Work in Hand, the folemn Bleſſing of hÞ Chil- 
dren. If this were not the ſecret Spring of ſuch 
2 ſudden and ſeemingly irregular | 7 50. Any why 
did he not utter ſomewhat like this before, when 
he had a very proper Occafion for it, he being 
then ſpeaking of $hilo's coming of the Tribe of 
Judah, and the gathering of the People to 
him *, which is another Evidence and Inſtance 
of his Remembrance of the Meſſiah? 

As for his Son Joſeph, when the reſt of the 
Eeyptians fold their Lands, he ſpared thoſe 
that belonged to the Preeſts. From him it is 
moſt probable that they learned Circumcrſon,, 
which is an f Opinion that hath much better 
Grounds than what ſome Authors have ad- 
vanced. If fo, I believe the Reader will be of 
my Mind, that together with the Sigu, he pro- 
pagated among them ſome Knowledge of the 
Covenant. And what if I ſhould gueſs, that 
that was one Reaſon why he ſpared their Glebe 
T.anas, that thereby he might oblige them ta 
diffuſe it among their Countrymen? Tho' theſe 
Men only kept the Box, and quickly dropt the 
Jewel, preſerv'd the Rite, but lott the Thing 
ſignify'd thereby. PFoſeph knew well rapug 
what 
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what an Advantage it was to Religion, to en- 
gage a learned Body of Men to'promote it. And 
confidering his Wiſdom and Authority, and 
marrying into the Family of Poripherab, the 


Influence upon their whole Order. Now I can't 
imagine, but his great Piety would naturally 

rompt him. to improve it for the Intereſt of 
Religion. Was he ſo very diligent to lay up 
and give forth Corn for the Preſervation of their 
Bodies? and can we think ſuch a Man as he 
would not endeavour to fcatter ſome good Seed 
among them, and take ſome Care to provide 
Food for their Souls? He was appointed 70 
teach the Egyptian Senators Wiſdom tf, and if 
they had been ry, the King gave him 
Authority to bind his Princes at his Plea- 


them the higheſt Wiſdom, and uſe ſuch ample 
Powers to oblige them to learn it? If he had 
no Regard to the eternal Welfare of the Egyp- 
tzans, ſure he had ſome Care of the temporal 
Happineſs of his Brethren. Foſeph did not 
want for Politicks, and any Man with Half an Eye 
might foreſee, that numerous Proſelytes among 
the Courtiers and learned Men would be the 
Tſraelites Strength and Defence when he was 
dead and gone 3 whereas otherwiſe, fo great a 
Diference as there was between them in Re- 
ligion, which made them mutually an Abomi- 
nation to each other, muſt. expoſo them after 

his 


— — | — 


Gen. xli. 45, J Pſah cv. 22. 


„ 


Prieſt of On , he muſt needs have a great 


ſure. Now, can we think he would not teach. 
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his Deceaſe to the Rage of the worſt of Butcher, 
idolatrous Prieſtiii who, virtute offictz, did cur 
Throats and ſhed Blood : For the offering up 
of unhloody Sacrzfices is the ridiculous Inventi- 
on of wk later Times. 

After Joſeph's Deceaſe the Iſraelites ſuffer- 
ed a cruel Oppreſſion, and under ſuch Circum- 
ſtances we muſt reaſonably expect to hear ra- 
ther of their Sighs and Grones, their Task- 
maſters and their Bricks, than of their Articles 
of Faith. And tho' God indeed remembred his 


| Covenant with Abraham, Iſaac, aud Jacob, tis 
no Wonder that hey had almoſt forgotten it: 


Put yet Religion was not ſo worn out among 


them, but that Maſes was train'd up in the Dec- 


trine of Chriſt, as well as in all the Wiſdom of 
the Egyptians. How elſe came he to have that 
Meaſure of Faith in him, and Love to him, as 
to fet ſuch a Value on Bi, Reproach * 
After he had brought his Brethren out of 
the Land of Bondage, he received the Law at 


Mount Sinai, which, as the Apoſtle f admi- 


; rably ſhews, was given as an Appendix, and in 


a Subſerviency to the Covenant of God in Chriſt, 


and the ſeveral Parts of it appear to have 


2 


: 


been contrived and framed with that Defign. 
The Moral Law, by the Strictneſs of its Pre- 
cepts, and the Severity of its Curſe to drive 

en to Chriſt, the Ceremonial Law to point 


him out unto them, and the Judicial Law, to 
preſerve them as a diſtinct Body till the Meſſiab 
was come. 


So 
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90 A Diſcourſe of | 
So much for the ancient Faith of the Church 

of Iſrael. * 5 
Let us now confider, 


SECTION IV. 


II. The Faith of Jab. The Generality of 
the Learned are agreed, that he was of the 
Houſe, or however of the Kindred of Abraham, 
and a Child of Abraham's he was in the ſpiri- 
tual at leaſt, if not in the natural Senſe. He 
profefleth his Faith in the one living and true 
God, with his Abhorrence of the moſt ancient 
Kinds of Idolatry, that were moſt prevalent in 
thoſe early Days, and in thoſe Parts where he 
lived. V I beheld the Sun when it ſhincd, or 
the Moor walking in. Brightneſs, and my Heart 
bath been ſecretly enticed, or my Mouth hath 
kiJed my Hand; this alſo were an Iniquity to 
be puniſhed by the Fudge, for I ſhould have de- 
nzed the God that zs abone *. 

We cannot but think, that ſuch a Man as he 
did underſtand ſomewhat of thoſe Sacrifices, 
which he ſo diligently offer'd for his Children, 
and afterwards for his Friends by way of Atone- 
ment for them. 

We have a ſolemn Profeffion of his Faith in 
the Meſtah, as his Judge and Saviour. I know 
that my Redeemer liveth, and that he ſhall 
ſtand at the latter Day on the Earth: And 
though after my Skin Worms deſtroy this Body, 


et 
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get in my Fleſh ſhall I Joe God, whom I ſhall 
fee for my ſelf, ami mine Eyes ſhall behold, and 
not another, though my Reins be conſumed 
within me. I know indeed that ſome learned 


Men have endeavoured to expound this away, 


and would have it underſtood of a metaphorical 
Reſurrection, 8. that he was confident he 
ſhould be reſtored to his former flouriſhing State 


here on Earth. 


Ah poor Jol I perceive all his wuntoward 


| Friends did not live in his own Days, but ſome 


of them in ours, who, if the Saints above did 


| know how Matters go here below, would put 
him to a freſh Exerciſe of his Paticence. ne 


would have thought the Chaldeans and Sabe- 


' ans, his Diſeaſes, the Wind, and the Devil, had 
made him miſerable enough; but theſe Cri- 


ticks would, if it were in their Power, deal 
worſe by him than all of them together. They 


deprived him of his Health, his Children, and 
his Eſtate, but theſe Men would fain plunder 


bim of this glorious Profeſſion of his Faith. 
This is to put fuch a Senfe on theſe Words, 
as is directly contrary to the whole Strain of 
Job's Speeches, who had no 'Thoughts of a Re- 
ſtauration to a temporal Happineſs, a total De- 
ſpair of that, like a black Line, runs through 
* Whole of his Diſcourſes, yea, even in this 


very Chapter, He hath deſtroyed me, faith he, 
n every Side, and I am gone; and my Hope 
hath he removed like a Tree t, which, when once 


rorn 
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torn up by the Roots, never grows again. How 
abſurd would it be to make this holy Man blow 
hot and cold in a Breath ? He paſſionately longs 
for Death, as his only * Ramey: and rejoyces 
in the Thoughts of its near Approaches, as his 
| only Comfort. He ſtifly maintains his Integri- 
| ty, and queſtions not but if he were tried, ke 

ould come forth like Gold f. He doubts not 
of Salvation, but then 'tis in the + other World. 
He faith, that all the Days of his appointed 
Time he will * wait till has Change ſhall come. 
But, by that Change, he means Dearh, of 
which he ſpake in the Beginning of that Verſe, 
Tf a Man die, ſhall be live again? or, it may 
be underſtood, as a very f great Man would 
have it, of his Reſurrection, of which the fol- 
lowing Words are meant, T hou ſhalt call aud 
Jill anſuer, thou ſhalt have a Deſire to +> 
the Work of thy Hands. He + craves a little 
Relaxation of his Torments, but higher than © 
that he does not go; or if he does, crying out, 
O that I were as in the Days * of old, en 
the Canale of the Lord ſhined on my Head ; yet $ 
It is but the empty Wiſh of a Man, who had 
no ag that his ſorry Sui ſhould burn long, 
much 


| is that it ſhould recover its ancient 
; | Brightneſs and Flame; as appears not only / 1 
| from other Places f, but alſo from the following 


Words , 


e 


5 -1 


* Fob vi. 9, lo. & x. 20. & xvii. 1. f Fob xxiii. 
10. + Fob wii. 15. Job xiv. 14, 15. f How's: 
Bleſſedneſs of the Righteous, p. 210, 211, 212. 
+ Job x. 20. Fob xxix. 2, 3, f Job vii. J. 
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Words in that ſane Speech of his (though in 
the following Chapter) and which was his con- 
cluding one too, T hou lifteſt me up to the 
Wind *, thou cauſeſk me to ride upon it, and 
8 diffolveſt my Subſtance 5; for I know thou wilt 
ring me to Death, and to the Houſe appointed 
for all Living. | 
Again, this would be to put ſuch a Conftru- 
Cition on theſe Words, as would be very unſuit- 
able to that pompous Preface wherewith he in- 
troduceth them, diz. O that F my Words were 
* now written! O that they were printed in 4 
Soo ( ſo we render this Paſſage, by way of 
+ Allufion to our modern Invention) T hat they 
- } were graven with an Iron Pen and Lead, in 
* the Rock for ever | (And then it follows, For 
I know that my Redeemer leveth, &c.) Words 
too big to uſher in ſo ſmall a Matter as a Re- 


below; a Thing which good Men, in all Ages, 
: Rave, had but a very mean and flender Opini- 
on of. 

' Beſides, he ſpeaks of ſuch a Happineſs as he 
' ſhould have in the latter Day, when after hi- 
Sin Worms had deſtroyed his Body. And 
though the Words Worms and Body are not in 
the Original, yet wx are fitly enough ſupplied 
ds by our Tranſlators. In the Hebrew it is, T ho 
* after my Skin they deftroy this, i. e. this be de- 
ſtroyed, by a very uſual Hebraiſm. They de- 
; ſtroy thzs, this Shadow of a Carcaſe, wry 5 
thinks 


ä — 


*. Job nxx. 2, 2g. f Ver. 237 24. 


ſtauration of him to his former Happineſs here 
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thinks he points to with his Finger, this bro- 
ken, fo — that is not worth the Name 
of a Body. His Skin was already broken by his 
many Sores, and his Rezrs conſumed within 
him; and he expected the miſerable Reliques 
ſhould be caten up too by the mercileſs Worms ; 
et, after all this, in my Fleſh ſhall I ſee God; 

r which Words, Ia my Fleſh, there had been 
ne Occaſion, if he had not had his Eye on the 
Reſurrection of the Body at the laſt Day. 

To ſhut up this. Upon a cloſe Examination 
of the Place, I cannot but be of the Mind of 
the moſt learned anheim, that this Interpre- 
tation is moſt agreeable to the Words in the 
Original, and the other is forced and ſtrai- 


| ned. | 

1 CHAP. VI. 

£8 A third Oljection. Of the ſeveral Abſtrafts 
H of our Duty in the holy Scriptures. 
7 


1 | Section III. Objedtion III. 


Nother Plea is drawa from thoſe Words in 
the Prophet *, He hath ſbecved thee, 0 
Man, what zs good; and what doth the Lord 
require of thee, but to do juſtly, aud to love 

| Mercy, and to wal humbly with thy God: 
4 Where- 
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* Mic ab vi. 8. 
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Whereupon we axe told *, This Prophet had 
a ſhallow Memory, or Mr. M. an ill Judgment: 
Tf this be the whole Summary (1. e. of the Du- 
ty ) which God requires of Man, then there 2s 
no ſuch Danger of hzs being eternally damned, 
d does not believe all the Articles of the na- 
tionally eſtabliſhed Faith. So the Gentleman 
uſes to word it; but he means, though he don't 
believe ſo much as one of the Articles of Chri- 
ſtianity, ſtrictly ſo called, no, not that of Je- 
ſus of Nazareth's being the Mefrah ; if he be 
but a ſober Deiſt, though he affirm Chriſt to be 
an ſmpoſtor, and the Goſpel a Bundle of Lies, 

et he is in a ſafe State. This is very plain 
= what he adds, viz. f I don't think any 
„ e harder to be anſwered by our Critick 
Milbourn, than to determine the Time when 
thoſe of the Jewiſh Nation, that acted juſtly, 


loved Mercy, and walked humbly with their 


God, began to be damned for net believing the 
Goſpel. I am no Advocate for Judaiſm, {1 take 
the Jews to be much an the Wrong, but thoſe of 
them that are juſt, merciſul, and pious, that 
they ſhould be damned ' Bleſs us | Mr. M. may 
be as bold as he pleaſes with them, but ] deſire 
ro be excuſed from ſuch an uncharitable Cenſtre. 
Nay, he rates St. Paul to have been a good moral 
Man, at that very Time in which he was a 
Perſecutor of the Chriſtians, ſetting aſide bis 
Bezgotry for that Religion which was now to be 
ro more. And he fairly infinuates, that he 


was 
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96 A Diſcourſe of 
was then in * 4 State of Salvation, when he cal- 
led jeſus accurſed, and compelled his Diſciples 
to blaſÞheme him as a Deceiver. And a little 


£ after, ſaith he, f Le? Mr. M. allow ns, but 


that there is a Duty of Love Payable in this 
World to the Stranger, whoſe Opinions differ 
fomething from the nationally eſtabliſhed Faith, 
Che means, wholly repugnant to all the Arti- 
cles of the Chriſtian Faith) and he ſball have 
Full and free Liberty to rant and fling bis dam- 
ming Cenſures about, as he pleaſes, with reſpect 
ro the next. For Men of Virtue ( whatever 


Learning and Acuteneſs they may want ) can © 


contentedly truſt their Souls with God, becauſe 
God is not to be made, af the Magiſtrate too 
often has been, the Executioner of the Wrath 
of the Presbyter. 


Thus far he; and the Gentleman ſpeaks out, 


we have his whole Heart, and he gives us the, 
Key to open the true Senſe and Defign of his 
whole Book ; and, for that Reaſon I have tran- 


lcribed ſo much of what he ſays. 


I now proceed to anſwer the Argument againſt 
the Neceſſity of Faith in Jeſus Chriſt to Salva- 


tion, drawn from the Summary of our Duty in 
the Prophet. And I defire the fbllowing Parti- 


culars may be confidered. 


SECTION LI. 


I. We have very different Summaries or Ab- 
ſtracts of our Duty in the holy Scriptures, and 
that for very weighty Reaſons. 


Some 
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cal- Sometimes we (have in them a Summary of 
ples that Duty that isbincuthbent on us as rational 
ittle | Creatures. So it is compriſed by Solomon in 
but *' theſe Two, internal Reverence of God in the 
this | Heart, and Obedience to him with our whole 
lier | Man. Let us hear the Concluſion of the whole 
aith, [Matter (ſaith he) * Fear God, and keep his 
Arti- | Commandments, for this ig the whole Duty of 
have an. 

Alam- At other Times the Whole of it is ſummed 
ſpe up in f loving God with all our Heart, Soul, 
rever and Mind, which we are told, is the firſt and 
can © great Commanament ; and in lowurng our Nergh- 
cauſe bour as our ſelves, which xs the ſecond, and like 
te too Minto the firſt; and on theſe Two Commana- 
wrath ments hang all the Law and the Prophets. 


t other Times, it is ſhrunk up into the nar- 
s out, row Compals of Two Words, Lorzug another ; 
is the, and he who doth fo, is faid to fulfil the Zaw $, 
F his though this other be our Neighbour c, with- 
 tran- out the Mention either of our Creator or Re- 
deemer. For this, thou ſhalt not commit A 
gainſt dultery, thou ſhalt not ill, thou ſhalt nor ſlest, 
Salva- thou ſhalt not bear falſe Witneſs, thou ſhalt not 
uty in codet, and uf there be any other Cammanament, 
Parti- 21 if briefly comprehended in this Saying, 
namely, Thou ſhalt love thy Neighlour as thy 

fel. © 
At another Time we have it a little mare 
'r Ab- largely, in denying all  Ungodlineſs and worlgy 
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Luſts, and living righteouſly, foberly, and 
godlily *. 1 

All theſe are brief Fpzromes of the Duty 
which is incumbent on us as reaſonable Crea- 
tures. 

In other Places we have Abſtrafts of the Du- 
ty we are obliged unto as fallen Creatures. 
Sometimes it is ſummed up in Repentance and 
Baptiſm (which latter is the viſible Sign of 
Mens Profeſſion of their Faith in Jeſus Chriſt. ) 
So, when St. Peter's Hearers were frzcked in their 
Hearrs for their great Sin in crucifying Chriſt, 
to that Degree, that, in the open Aſſembly, 
they cried out, Mat ſhall wwe do to obtain Par- 
don and Salvation? He makes them this Re- 
ply, Repent, and be baptized every one of you 
21: the Name of Feſus Chriſt, for the Remiſſion 
of Sins f. 

At another Time it is ſummed up in Repen- 
tance and Converſion. So the ſame Apoſtle, on 
the like Occaſion, Repent ye therefore and be 
converted (and their Infidelity was one of the 
Sias they were to repent of, and turn from) 


hat your Sins may be blotted out, when the 


Times 7 refreſhing ſhall come from the Preſence 
of the Lord +. 

Sometimes Faith in Chriſt aloue is mentio- 
ned. So, when the rough and cruel Jaylor's 
Keart trembled as much through Senſe of Sin, 
as de Foundations of the Priſon had done by 
the karthquake 3 and he who had been on the 

| Point 
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Point of killing Nis Body, was become very ſo- 
uty licitous about the ſaving his Soul, St. Pa and 
ea- | Sas give this Anſwer to his ſerious Enquiry, 
Believe on the Lord Feſus Chriſt, aud thou ſhalt 
Ju- Le ſaved *. Yea, the Anucinting would flow 
res. | down from the Head of the Family, to the 
and | Skirts of his Garments; not only ſhould he 
af himſelt, but his Horſe alſo hereby be ſaved. 
R.) | But, in another Place, both Faith and Repen- 
cir tancc too are mentioned. So St. Paul compri- 
riſt, ſes the whole of his private Diſcourſes, and pub- 
bly, lick Sermons, for Three Years together, in theſe 
Par. Two Words, and calls Repentanc? towards 
Re- God, and Faith toward our Lord Jaſus Chriſt, 
"you | all the Connſel of God, all that was profitable 
on #70 ts Hearers f, i. e. all that was neceſſary to 
their Salvation. 
pen- Theſe are Abſtracts of the Duty incumbent 
on on us as fallen Creatures. 
4 be Sometimes we have a Summary of thc Duty 
the We are obliged to as Men, and as Sunners too, 
om) joyned together. So ſaith our Saviour, 7 his zs 
\ the Lie eternal g, i. e. the Way and Means to it, 


ſence d. to know thee the only tiue God, and Feſus 
Chriſt whom thou haſt ſeat. © 
ntio- At other Times we have occaſona! Abſtracts 
vlor's ot our Duty, given on purpoſe to obviatz the 
Sin, foul and groſs Miſtakes of deluded Creatures. 
je by Now theſe are not exact Summaries of our 
1 the entire Duty, but only ſome Heads are ſingled 
] "2 Wy out, 
|. 
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out, ſuch as are moſt proper % convince and 
ſhame thoſe fooliſh Wretches. And this is an In- 
ſtance of great Prudence in the ſacred Writers. 
So the Apoſtle ſums the Matter up in Purity 
and Charity. Pure Religion, and undefiled be- 
fore God and the Father, zs this, to wifit the fa- 
therlcſs and the Widows in their Afiction, and 
to keep himſelf unſpotted from theWorld *. Reli- 
gion requires Faith and Worſhip too, but the 
Apoſtle, like a wife Author, does not name 
theſe, becauſe he had to do with a vile Genera- 
tion of Men, who did highly pretend to both of 
them, ſo that it was needleſs to inſiſt on them, 
and therefore he waves them, . and fingles out 


what they were moſt notoriouſly defective in, 


Dis. Charity and Purity, the more effeCtually to 
deal with theſe Hypocrites, who were all for 
Faith (ſuch as it was) and were not againſt 
Worſhip, but neglected Holineſs and good Works 
as dull Morality. Such a Set of Men there 
was in David's Time, for whoſe Conviction and 
Reformation he penned the Fifteenth Pſalm, 
and it turns wholly on the Duties of the Second 
Table, which, no doubt, but the ſplendid and 
gaudy Profeſſors of thoſe Days thought but mean 
and low Attainments, but he afſures them, in 
the Name of God, that the Performance of 
them was as neceſſary to their entring into Hea- 
ven, as ſetting our Foot on the loweſt Rounds of 
the Ladder, that do almoit touch the Ground, 
is to our getting up to any high Place. 


Juſt . 
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Juſt ſich another Abſtract doth the Prophet 


101 


Micah give us. The Jeu, whom he had to 
deal with, were very zealous for Ceremonies 
and Sacrifices, and thought that ExaQneſs in 
them would compenſate for the Want of all 
Sorts of moral Duties. There is a Conſcience as 
well as a Madneſs, quoad hoc, and theſe Men 
were quite gone in it; for all their Religion lay 
among their Beaſts, their Flocks and their 
Herds. The Prophet therefore, like a skilful 


Preacher, gives them not an exact Epitome of 


their Duty, but ſuch an one as was much better 
for them, ſuch an one as might ſtrike them to 
the Heart, tells them, this is what God requires, 
but they had groſly neglected, diz. Juſtice, 
Mercy and Humility. 


SECTION: . 


II. We muſt not take one of theſe Abſtradts 
to the Excluſion of all the reſt, much leſs ſer 
it in Oppoſition to the more full and large De- 
feriptions of our Duty in other Parts of the Bible. 
It would be a very wild Thing to do ſo, and thence 
to conclude, becauſe we have done all that is 
contained in that one, we ſhall be ſaved, tho' 
we never mind what 1s contained in the reſt, or 
in any other Places of the Scripture. 

Ex. gr. How abſurd would it be for a Man 
to argue thus, I love God and my Nezghbour, 
and this is the whole Duty of Man, and there 
is no Fear of my being eternally damned, tho' 
I negle&t all that is incumbent on me as a fal- 
len Creature, and have nothing at all of Reper- 
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102 A Diſcourſe of 
zance towards God, or, at leaſt, of Faith to- 
wards our Lord Jeſus Chriſt? 

So, on the other Hand, how fooliſh would it 
be for a Man to argue, I belzeve on the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, which is all that St. Paul requi- 
red of the Jaylor in order to Salvation, and 
therefore there is no Fear of my being eter- 
nally damned, though this Man wholly neglect 


what is incumbent on him as a reaſonable Crea- 
ture, and have not a Spark of Love within 


his Breaſt, towards either God or his Neigh- 


bour ? 

And, once more, it would be very idle for a 
Man to take an «occaſional and partial Abitract, 
and argue, as our Author does, there is no Fear 
of my being eternally damned, though I ger 
believe on Chriſt, yea, though I blaſp heme him 
as an Impoſiar, becauſe I ds juftly, love Mercy, 
and walk humbly with Gcd; and Faith in 
Chriſt is not required in that Scripture, nor can 
it can be ranked under either of thoſe three 
Heads. . 

A Man might as well argue, that Tempe- 
rance and Chaſtity are not neceſſary to Salvati- 
on, becauſe theſe are Virtues diſtinct from, and 
cannot ( at leaſt as ta ſome Branches cf them ) 
be referred either to Juſtice, or Mercy, or Hu- 
mility. He who talks at this Rate, proves no- 
thing ſo effectrally as this, that his Brains ly 
in a narrower Compals than his Duty can pcflibly 
be crowded into, when it is ſhrunk up into the 
Hoot Abitract that the Wit of any Man can 

Vile. 
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In a Word, 'tis the whole Scripture, and nor 
one disjointed Member of it, that is the com- 

lete Rule of ohr Faith and Hope. Tho' we 

ave a Piece, if we have not all that in any Parr 
of the Bible is required of us as abſolutely ne- 
ceflary to Salvation, we ſhall periſh; and par- 
ticularly, if we do not believe on the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt when he is propoſed to us. There 
is fuch a Thing as commuting Penance among 
Men, but there's no doing ſo as to Duties 
which God hath impoſed on us. And it will 
one Day appear, how little Affection foever 
ſome Perſons may have for him, yet that Cod 
hath a greater Love for his only begotten Son, 
than for any Unbeliever ; and that no Virtues 


will make Atonement for Mens trampling upon 


the only Proprtzation for our Sins. 
SECTION: II. 


III. When only one, or 4 few Duties are put 
for all Religion, or the Promiſe of Pardon and 
Salvation is annexed to them, much more is im- 
plied. Others are ſPpofed, which are elſe- 
where required as Inftances of our Duty, and as 
abſolutely neceſſary to thoſe great Ends, tho" 
they be not expreſs'd in that particular Text of 
Scripture : Elſe a Man muit be ſaved by one 


Perſe of the Bille, and damned by another; 
ſaved as having done this, but damned as ha- 
ving neglected that, which is no leſs neceſſary. 
He would be admitted into Heaven, as having 
repented, and being converted to God, which 1s 


all that is required in one Place; and yet muſt 
E 4 


be 
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be cait into Hell, as not having believed on Je- 
fus Chriſt, which is as expreſſy required in a- 
nother under the higheſt Penalty. 

There is anatural Chain and Dependence of 
one Duty and Grace upon another ; ſo that where 


one is in Sincerity and Truth, of Courſe it draws 
the other after it. For Inſtance, When the 


whole Duty of Man is ſaid to be fearing God, 


and kreping his Commandments, he who fears 
God aright, will receive all his Revelations 
with Faith and Reverence, and under the Nocn- 
day Light of the Goſpel, will not neglect that 
which is Hi great Commandment *, and which 
he lays fo much Weight and Streſs upon, 22s. 
believing on the Name of his Son. 

But I have ſaid ſomewhat of this Nature + 
before, and which the Reader may turn to, if 
ne pleaſe; and muratzs mutandis may eaſily 
apply what he finds there to the preſent Pur- 
ole. | | 
4 This ſuggeſts another Conſideration. And 
therefore, 


* SECTION iv. 


IV. Whereas the Prophet fays, Mat doth 
the Lord require of thee, but to do juſtly, love 
Mercy, and walk humbly with thy God? He 
who doth the laſt of theſe, will bow down his 
Head before every Revelation God hath made. 
And when the Command of Believing is _ 

ce 
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ced with ſo plain and ſevere a Sanction, fo often 


repeated, of being doomed to eternal Flames, it 
Men don't, he will judge it as much his Inte- 


reſt as his Duty ſo to do. I have Cauſe to 
think, that one of the main Reaſons why Men 
do not embrace the great Truths and Myſteries 


of the Goſpel, is the Want of one of theſe two 


Things, either they have no Mind to walk 


with God, or to walk humbly. Whereas our 
bleſſed Saviour is inveſted in a threefold Office, 
perverſe Man doth oppoſe each of theſe, accor- 
ding to that evil Humour that is moſt predo- 
minant in him. Some are blotted Phariſees, fo 
full of Wind and of themſelves, ſo puff'd up 
with a vain Conceit of their own Righteoufneſs, 
that they can't ſtoop to receive him as their 
Prieſt. Others are looſe Publicans, and can't 
endure him as a King; his Rule and Govern- 
ment is too ſtrict for them, they can't bear it 
to be ſo pinch'd in. And others are, or at lcaſt 
fancy themſelves to be learned Scribes, and 
think it is beneath them to aflent to the Reve- 
lations of this great Prophet, becauſe they can't 
comprehend them. Pride and Licentiouſnefs 
were old Cauſes of Unbelief, according as it is 


written, They have nor ſubmarted themſelves to 


the Righteonſneſs of God *, and, they repented 
not, that they might believe f. 


SECT ION:..Y. 


V. Whereas this Gentleman faith, There is 
not any Quecſtzon harder to be auſerer d, than 
2 5 10 
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* Rom. x. 3. T Mattb. xi. 32. 
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to determine the Time *hen thoſe go” Jewiſh 
Nation, who aftcd juſtly, loved Mercy, and 
walked humbly with God, began to be damned 
for not believing the Goſpel. I anſwer, Whoſo- 
ever among them had thoſe Graces in Truth, 
did believe the Goſpel when it was duly pro- 

ſed to them; and whoſoever did not, can- 
not be truly ſaid to have walked humbly with 
God. And whatever ſeeming Piety, or real 
Morality, any unbelieving Few might be thought 
to have, yet I am ſure, he was liable to eternal 
Damnation, ever fince our Saviour pronounc'd 
thoſe Words, [1 ſaid therefore unto you, that ye 
ſhall die in your Sins ; for of ye believe not that 
Jam he, ye ſhall die iu your Sins *. And 
ever fince the Time thoſe Fords were written, 
by the Apoltle, If our Gaſpel be hid, it ig hid 
to them that are loft : (They are doubly loft, 
as Senner in general, and ſo was the whole 
World, and as Unbe/terers too, and on that Ac- 
count are irrecoverably loſt) In whom the God 
of this World hath blinded the Minds of them 
which believe not, leſt the Light of the glorious 
Goſpel of Chriſt, who i the Image of Ged, 
ſhould ſhine unto them. f. And therefore, 


SECTION VI. 


| 
T 

VI. As for that Chaage, rhe Want of Charity, y 
T give this Anſwer to it once for all, That I Z 
do not pretend to greater Charity than St. Pau! 


had. 
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had, or than the holy Ghoſt hath, who is the 
Spirit of Lowe, by whoſe Dictate the great 
Apoſtle wrote the Paſſive of Scripture juſt now 
mention d; or than the moſt merciful and com- 
paſſionate Saviour of the World hath, who will 
judge Men that have heard it by his Goſpel; 
and without any Relenting in his Heart, or any 
ſoftning the ſevere Doom, wilt appoint Cubelie- 
vers their Portion, where the Vorm never 
dies, and the Fire ſhall never be quench d. 


Dan 
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A Fourth Objeftion. Works of Charity the only 
ones mention'd in Matth. xxv. 
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3 is further pleaded, That mere Works of 
Charity well bring a Man to Heaven, with. 
out any Thing of Faith; becauſe Works of 
Charity alone are mention'd in the xxv Chapter 
of St. Matthew, where our Saviour gives us an 
Account of the Procecdings of the great Day. 
When, we are told, he well conſider, not what 
the Opiuiouſ of Men. have been, but what Good 
they have done to others *. That when the 
Men of all Nation, which includes and im- 


pltes the Menu of all Faiths, [hall be judged by 
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our Saviour, he will make them miſerable-or 
happy for ever on the Foot of their good or bad 
Deeds; their Deeds of Charity, or other Se- 
neficence, withont any Reæſpect to their Opini- 
ons, to the Doftrines they believed, or thought 
they had Cauſe to deny, or to doubt of *®. 


SECTION -L 


Now 'tis very reaſonable thoſe ſhould be cal- 
led to Account for their Opinions in rh World, 
who fancy they ſhall not be fo in the next. 
This would be very good News, if it were but 
true, for Infidels and Apoſtates, Turbs and 
Jesus, for the whole Rabble of Deiſts and De- 
bauchees, yea, for Atheiſts themſelves; for the 
Being of a God, may they ſay, is an Opinion, 
that wwe think we have Cauſe, if not to deny, 

et to doubt of. If this were fo, a charitable 
Man might be ſaved, however he carry it with 
Reference to Chriſt and his Goſpel, in ſpight 
of thoſe Words, How ſhall we eſcape if we ne- 
gleft ſo great Sai vation F? And tho' the A- 
poſtle adds, Jf we ſin wilfully (meaning Apo- 
itacy joined with the unpardonable Blaſphemy ) 
after we have received the Knowledge of the 
Truth, there remains no more Sacrifice for Sins; 
but a certatn fearful logkeng for cf Judgment, 
and fiery Indignarion, which fhall devour the 
Agdterſaries. Of how much ſarer Puniſhment 


ſhall 
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Faith in Feſus Chriſt. 10g 
Hall he be thought worthy, who hath troden 
under Foot the Son of God, &c.? This Threat- 
ning would be but like the Predictions of an 
Almanack concerning Thunder and Lightning, 
which no wife Man fears or regards; and the 
moſt profligate Wretch might fare well, not- 
withſtanding that Saying, Wirthour Holineſs no 
Man ſhall. ſee the Toes And on this Prin- 
ciple 'tis impoſſible to anſwer that Argument, 
that Juli an, for all his vile Revolt, and bitter 
Perſecutions, and repeated Blaſphemies, and 
dying Scoff, Y7ci/ſtz Galilze, will be found in 
Abraham's Boſom; for the Renegado was a 
* charitable Man. Then our bleſſed Lord was 
not a little miſtaken, when he ſent his Diſciples 
to preach this Coſpel, and that to ezcry Crea- 
ture, He that belzeveth, and is baptized, ſhall 
be ſaved : But he that believeth not, ſhall be 
damned f. Which is fo ſevere a Threatning, and 
ſhall ſo certainly be executed, that tho' I have 

leaded fo long for the Neceſſity of Faith, yet 
— ſo much Charity ſor this Gentleman, as 
heartily to pray, he may never have his Lot 
amon g Unbelievers. 


SECTION II. 


Tis true indeed, that Vork, of Benef+- 
cence and Charity will be peculiarly enquired 
after, and they are the only ones that are men- 

tion'd 
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tion'd in the xxv. of St. Matthew; but that is 
far from being the only Play, where we are 
told of the Proceedings of that great Day. In 
innumerable other Texts of Scripture we are in- 
formed, that Men hall give an Account of all 
the Paſſages of their Lives, that the Secrets of 
their Hearts ſhall be made clesr as the Light, 
and open as the Day ; and in parricular, Chriſt 
will reckon with Men for their Acts of [z- 
Juſtice. 

This is ſo plain, that this Gentleman could 
not but ſee and remember it, and therefore en- 
deavour to evade it by this cunning Fetch, That 
Juſtice is included in Bentficence, as a ler 
Number i iu a greater: He that will do me 
Good, be ſure he will do me Right: He that le- 
tows on me what ir his, all not defrand me 
of what is mine. In ſhort, the beneficent Per. 
ſon is always juſt. Beneficence always compre- 
hends and implies Juſtice. Our Saviour, a- 
aware of this, did not thank it neceſſary to make 
( there ) expreſs Mention of Juſtice, but only 

of Beneficence, which always and. neceflarily 
implies and includes 27 *. 


To which I give this double Reply. 
SECTION W. 


and repeated it as if he believ'd it to be true, is 
apparently falſe, oz. That Beneficence or 
Charity 
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7. This which he has fo confidently told us, | 


| Faith in Feſus Chriſt. 1 f 
Charity doth always and necefarily imply and 
inc lade Juſtice in it. He muſt be a great Stran- 
ger to the World, who doth not know that the 
are frequently ſeparated, and ſubſiſt apart. 4 
Thief may rob one Map of his Treafar, and 
yet from a Strain of Generofity, may give 4 
iece of Money to another poor Traveller to 
help him to his Journey's End. And Inſtances 
may be produced of thoſe who have ſqueez'd 
ſome, * yet let their Charity drop, yea, run 
down very plentifully on others. Alms-houſes 
have been built with Spoil and Plunder, and 
the Founders of them took ſpecial Care 


before-hand, by their horrible Oppreſſion and 


Grinding, that when they were erected they 


ſhould not ſtand empty. 


2. At the laſt Day, Men ſhall be reckon'd 
with for the whole of their Behaviour, their Ac- 
tions, their Words, their Thoughts, yea, and 
their Faith too: For then God well bring every 
Work into Judgment, with every ſecret Thing, 
æd het her it be good, or whether it be evil . 
Rejoyce, O young Man, in thy Youth, and wal 
zu the Ways of thine Heart, and in the Sjght 
of thine Eyes: But know thou, that fir all 
theſe Things God will bring thee into Judg- 
ment f. Our Lord at his Coming will br2ug 
to Licht the hidden Things of Darkneſs, and 
make mani ſeſt the Counſels of the Heart f. 

And tho' Mens Faith be not mention'd in 
the xxv. of St. Mattherr, yet 'tis in many other 


Places, 
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112 A Diſcourſe of 
Places, as a Matter that ſhall then be enquired 
after: Otherwiſe the Jews may come off well 
enough, and that ſevere Paſſage of our Saviour 
will be but an empty Cloud, in which there is 
no Thunder, nor ſo much as one Drop of Wa- 
ter, dis. If any Man hear my Words, and be- 
Ilie de not, I judge him not; ( z. e. I will not do 
ſo now) for I came not (now) to judge the 
World, bus to ſave the World. He that rejett- 
eth me, and recei deth not my Words, hath one 
that judgeth him; the Word that ] hade ſpoken, 
the ſame ſhall judge him in the laſt Day *. 


Fe Reb desde See dre. © Ae Hed Ee dd 


CHAP. VII. 


A Fifth. Objefion from our Savinur's Anfaver 
to the Lawyer, largely conſider d. 


. S further pleaded f, That a Lawyer ask- 
ing our Saviour what he ſhould do to in- 
herit eternal Life ? Our Saviour asks him again, 
what he read in the Law? He anſwers, T hou 
ſhalt love the Lord thy God with all thy Heart, 
and with all thy Soul, and with all thy Strength, 
and with all thy Mind; and thy Nezghbour 
as thy ſelf t. And then comes in the Parable of 
the good Samaritan. Now, to paſs by a great 
deal of 1mpertinent Banter, I ſhall only obſerve 
2 Paſſage or Two of our Author's on this Sub- 

ject. 
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jet. I cannot ſee how he can deny this Pa- 
rable to denote that a good Man may be ſaved 
becauſe of his Works of Mercy, though his Faith 
be erroneous, (he means tho' he has no Chri- 
ſtian Faith at all, ſtrictly fo called) without 
giving his Saviour the Lie, i. e. if to inherit 
eternal Life and to be ſaved be the ſame Thing. 
For, let it be obſerv'd, the Lawyer whom ous 
Saviour was inſtrufting, deſir'd to know what. 
he ſbould do to inherit eternal Liſe; and the. 
Sum of our Saviour Direction 2s this, that 
he ſhould do as the Samaritan did, i. e. be very 
charitable to a Man in Diſtreſs, ay, thoneh 
he were of another Party or Religion *. 
again, faith he, Vere it not diſcreeter to accept 
the Bounty of unſound Believers, and never let 
them know that their good Nature will ſtand 
them in no Stead at the Day of Judgment f &c. 

Now by way of Reply to this Argument, I 
ſhall do theſe Two Things. 

I. Shew the Weakneſs of it. 

II. Enquire into the true Senſe and Meaning 
of this Paſſage of Scripture. 


$ECTION-L 


I. I will ſhew the Weakneſs of this Plea ta- 
ken hence, to prove that Works of Mercy alone 
are ſufficient in order to Salvation, without Faith 
in Jeſus Chriſt. The Argument in ſhort is this, 
our Saviour's Direction is to go and do 4 the 

chari- 
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— I 


A 8 
114 A Diſcourſe of 
charitable Samaritan did; and nothing elſe 
being mention'd, nothing beſides this is neceſſa - 


But then, this Way of arguing would exclude 
Lowe to God from being neceflary to Salvation, 
and that expreſly contrary to the plain Word Fu 
of Chriſt himſelf. For, upon the Lawyer Pu 
Reply in anſwer to his Queſtion, Thou ſhaliſter 
love the Lord thy God with all thy Heart, &c. 
and thy Nezghbour as thy ſelf, our Saviour faith 
to him, Thou haſt anſwer'd right, Do this 
and live, i. e. do both of them. But our Au- 
thor throws away the Firſt of theſe, and withf | 
open Violence to the Words, confines them to. 
the Second only, becauſe our Lord, for a peÞth 
culiar Reaſon, (of which by and by) enlarge pro 
upon that in the Parable of the Samariranpd 

here are ſome in the World, who are accus d“ 
of having left Chriſt out of their Divinity, anche 
this Gentleman is for dropping the Father toogou! 
"Tis very unaccountable, that his Neighbougcft 
muft be to him not only in the Room of oufgan 
Saviour, but in the Stead of God alſo. _ 

Again, by this way of arguing, Reper.tanceÞ?/ 
and all the other Branches of Godlineſs, and the 7 
Whole of Sobriety, are excluded from being“ 
necefary to Salvation, for none of theſe are e Per 
prefly mentioned. Nothing is ſo, but barel FC 
Tode; and ſeeing this Gentleman confines thif 8 
too to Charity to our diſtreſſed Neighbour, theo, 
vileſt Sort, the moſt infamous Adulterer, th 
groſſeſt Idolater, the worſt of wicked Men, 
they are but kind to the Poor, will be Heirs « 
Heaven; and then we might invert the Word, : 

lit. 
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ef our Lord, und fay, Wide #s the Gate, aud 
Broad is the Way that leadeth thither. I think 
e ſhall make a Pretty Goſpel indeed, and a 
ery fine Religion of it at laſt, when we have 
ion, Pot only ſet by Faith in Jeſus Chriſt, as a ſuper- 
ördeHluous Thing, but alſo caſt away Holineſs, and 
er Puſtice and Sobriety after-it, as trifling Mat- 
balt$<rs, without any of which a Man may be 
&c. ved. | | | 

aith 


this SECTION II. 


" 

with} II. I ſhall enquire into the true Senſe and 
a to Meaning of this Paſſage of Scripture, and of an- 
, pepther that is parallel to it. Here the Lawyer 
ige propounds this Queſtion to our Lord to tempt 
itanpd enſnare him. To which he replies, ©» 
cus dir, and lide. But elfewhere, in * Three of 

ande Evangeliſts, we read of another, called a 
- tooJoung Man, and a Ruler, who, with more Ho- 
\bourgeſty, propounds the fame Queſtien for Sub- 
f ourgance as the Lawyer did, Good Maſter, what. 
Pad Thing (hall I do that I may have eternal 
ancel /e? And the Anſwer is to the ſame Effect, 
1 the 7Hou welt enter into Life, keep the Command- 
beinckentg. And, upon his demanding which ot 
e ehem, our Saviour inſtances only in thoſe of the 
arelecond Table. Now, becauſe this is a Matter 


s thif great Moment, and confiderable Difficulty 
„ thſo, | will endeavour, though it be not neceflary 
r, th £ to 
en, | | 
eirs | = FRoel —— —aem tenet oe ey 
No 
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to the filencing the Adverſary, to go to the Bot- 
tom of this Point. : 

In order whereunto, I will make theſe Four 
following Remarks. 

t. The Fews had a Fancy, that a bare ex- 
ternal Obedience to * one, or at leaſt to a few 
Commands, was ſufficient to Salvation. 

Hereupon they thought it beſt to fix upon one 
or two of the greateſt, hoping, it they came up 
to them, they might the more eafily be diſpen- 
fed with as to tne reſt. We find it recorded 
by Two f of the Evangeliſts, that they enqui- 


red of our Saviour, which was ihe great Com- 


mandment. And no Wonder they conſulted 
him in the Caſe, for they were greatly divided 
about it among themſelves. Some were for the 
Sabbath, others for Circumciſien; ſome for 
Sacrifices, others for the Traditions of the El- 
ders, the little By-laws of their Church; and 
ſome few of them for the Duties of Morality, as 
that Scribe, for Inſtance, who preferred Love to 
God and Man before + all Whole-burnt-offerings 
and Sacrifices. | 
They thought ſincere univerſal Obedience was 
a long round abour Way ; they were for the 
ſhorteſt Cut to Heaven, and for being very good 
Husbands in the Matter of eternal Salvation. Me- 
thinks there ſeems to be a Touch of this in the 
Form of wording the Queſtion which the young 
Man 


— — — 


* Vide Smith's ſelect Diſcourſe about the Phari- 
ſaical Righteouſneſs. Bull's Harm. p. 311, 31% 
T AMatth, xxii. 3 5. Mark xii. 28. + Mark xii. 33. 
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Man propounded to our Saviour, is. What 
good Thing ſhall I do that I may hade eternal 
Life? g. d. what particular Precept is the moſt 
conſiderable, by obeying of which, my everlaſting 
Welfare may be molt effectually ſecured ? 

2+ Our Lord, in his Reply, refers both theſe 
Perſons to the Law of God, not to eeremonial 
* | Obſervances, but the ſubſtantial Acts of Reli- 
og gion, and to what was indeed either expreſly or 
virtually the Whole of the divine Law. He 
doth not direct them to the Traditions of the 
ed | Þ1ders. If they would do ſome excellent Thing, 
jed Ihe tells them, they could not do better than 
hel hat God had already preſcribed. And they | 
muſt not take up with trifling Ceremonies, ne- n 
1 2lecting the weightier Matters of his Law, nor 

AIchink to compound their Debts by a partial O- 
PE bedience; but, ſaith he to the Ruler, If thou 
wilt enter iuto Life, keep the Commanam?nts 
ee in the plural Number) all of them muſt be | 
2 obſerved. The ſame in effect doth he ſay to - f 
the Lawyer, Do this, and live, i. e. love God | 
hel with all thy Heart, and thy Neighbour as thy | 
ſelf, which zs the Law and the Prophets, and 
Te. <ontains the Whole of his Duty in a few Words. | 
ho And when he deſcends to Particulars, he puts 
this young Ruler in Mind of the- Duties of the 
Second Table, T hou ſhalt do no Murder, thou 
ſhalt not commit 3 thou ſhalt not ſtenl, 
or bear falſe Witneſr, honour thy Father and 
BD Mother *,which he cloſes with that comprehen— 

ve 
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five Rule, T7 hou ſhalt love thy Neighbour as 
thy ſetf. Theſe are fingled out, not to the Ex- 
eluſton of other Duties, unleſs any Man can 
prove Love to God, and the. ſeveral Expreffions 
of it mentioned in the firſt Table, not to be 
Commands, nor ſpoken of in the Law and 
Prophets ; but becauſe, according to the common 
Strain of the Jeiſh Nation, he was moſt like- 


ly to be defective in theſe Points, and therefore 
moſt of all needed to be put in Mind of them. 


The Lawyer alſo is directed by the Parable of 


the Samaritan, to ſhew Compaſſion to any mi- 
ſerable Man as his Neighbour, becauſe this was 
the particular Point he enquired about, and of 
which he had, according to the common Fancy 
of his Countrymen, very narrow Notions, and 
wrong Apprehenfions. And our Author doth 
but too much reſemble him, when he tells us, 
T he Sum of our Savtour's Direction ts this, 
that he ſhould do as the Samaritan did; for 
this is the Sum of Chriſt's Direction, only as to 
that Part of his Duty, loving bis Neighlour as 
himſelf ; but our Saviour had alſo directed him 
to lade God too, as ever he expected to live, 7. e. 
eternally, though this was not further cnlarged 
upon, becauſe he asked no Queſtion on this 
Head. The Sum of our Lord's Direction is, 
that he ſhould do the one, but not neglect the 
other, 2. e. that he ſhould make Conſcience of 
univerſal Obedience, as ever he expected to ſee 
the Face of God, and live; for the whole of 
our Duty 1s briefly contained in, and will flow 
from theſe Two. 


3. This 
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3. This Direction of our Saviour's, if thou 
walt enter into Life, keep the Commanaments, 
and, Do this, and live, is capable of an evange- 
lical Senſe, 92s. that, though perfect Obedience be 
not, yet fincere univerſal Obedience is neceſſary 
in order to Salvation; and ſo our Saviour fa 
no more than his Apoftle afterwards did, Wirth 
out Holineſs no Man ſball ſer the Lord *. Who- 
ever boggles at this, and doubts whether it be a 
Truth, is a very ignorant Man, and had Need 
to learn one of the firſt Principles of the O- 
racles of God. 

But, may ſome ſay, doth this look like a 
Goſpel Apfoes to this Queſtion, What ſhall I 
do to inherit eternal Life? to reply, Keep the 
Commandments fincerely, and, Do this, 2. e. 
Love God and thy Neighbour fincerely, and 
thou ſhalt live. 

1 anſwer. It will appear to have been fo at 
that Time when it was made, if Two Points be 
confidered. 

I. The State of Affairs in thoſe Days. Then 
there was but a very little known of the Medi- 
ation of Chriſt. There was ſo great a Cloud 
on that Doctrine, that the Diſciples of our Lord, 
who of all Men had the greateſt Advantage, be- 
cauſe of their conſtant being, and familiar daily 
Converſe with him, yet underſtood nothing at 
all of his Death. Though he told them plain- 
ly of it, yet they knew not to the laſt what to 
make of it. Such a Thought could not enter 

into 


P 
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into their Minds, yea, Peter * aſſumed ſo much 
as to rebuke him for ſpeaking of it; and the 
Two Diſciples, after his Crucifixion, ſpeak 
like Men quite of Heart, We truſted that i: 
had been he which ſhould hade redeemed Iſrael +. 
And therefore, as Matters then ſtood, it would 
have been of no Uſe to either the Lawyer or 
Ruler, who came to our Saviour with their 
Queſtion, to have told them of Faith in 
the Blood and Death of the Meſſiah, which we 
muſt reaſonably ſuppoſe they were at leaſt as utter- 
ly ignorant of as the Diſciples were. This would 
have quite ſhocked them, and he who had uſed 
ſuch Language, would have been no more un- 
derſtood by them, than if he had ſpoken in a 
foreign Tongue. This Doctrine was to them, 
what + new Wine, that is full of Spirits, js to 
weak old Bottles, which would be burſt thereby, 
and the Liquor poured into them be wholly 
loſt. | 
Our Saviour indeed, in his Sermon to the 
People, doth ſometimes mention this. He ſpake 
to the Fewsr, whom he had miraculouſly fed 
with a ſmall Quantity of Proviſions *, about the 
Neceſſity of eating his Fleſh, and drinking his 
Blood. But we know the Iflue of this. They 
who ran after him for the Loaves, ran away as 
faſt from him on his preaching ſuch bard Say- 
ings, which they could not digeſt. They ſtum- 
bled at what was to them unintelligible Doc- 

trine; 


— 
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trine; and the Twelve Diſciples were ready 
to revolt alſo *. * Thoſe very Mouths that had 
eat his Bread one Day, were opened againſt him 
the next; and they were ſo angry on this Oc- 
caſion, as though they would have caten him 
up. He allo told Nicodemuc, that 2 Moles 
liftcd up the” Sepent in the Wilderneſs, fo muſt 
the Son of Man be lifted up, that *vhoſoever le- 
lieves in him might not periſh, but have eter- 
nal Life f. But we cannot reaſonably ſuppole, 
but that this Maſter in Iſrael, who was fo very 
a Child, that he could not underſtand the new 
Birth, muſt look on this as Riddle and My- 
ſtery. He came by Night to Jeſus, and there 
ſeems to be almoſt as much of Darkneſs on his 
Underitanding, as there was then ſpread on the 
Face of Nature. 

Fohu the Baptiſt too told them, He that be- 
lieveth on the Son, hath everlaſting Life t; but 
they underſtood very little of his Doctrine, who 
were ſo blind, that they could not ſee the Spirit 
and Power of Hliat in him that 3 it. 
Theſe Things were ſpoken by our Saviour and his 
Fore-runner, not ſo much for the prefent Ad- 
vantage of them who heard them, as for the 
future Benefit of his Diſciples afterwards, when 
Chriſt having been dead and raifed, the Spirit 
would bring them to their Remembrance, and 
open their Underſtandings fully to take in the 
Senſe and Meaning of them, as it was in other 


Caſs. 
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is 2 Vie 66, 67. Fel iii. 14, 15. Jen 
ui. 36. 


* 6 
- 
hs. ts. + n., 
| i 


_ 


122 A Diſcourſe of 

Caſes. For when he ſpake of rearing up the 
Temple in T hree Days, meaning it of his Bo- 
dy, it is written, Nen he was riſen from the 
Dead, then they * remembred, that he had ſaid 
hit unte them, and they believed the Scripture, 
and the Word which Jeſu had ſaid. 

II. This Direction of our Saviour's muſt be 
taken in its due Extent and Latitude, when he 
faith, F thou wilt enter into Life, keep the 
Commanaments, or, Love God and thy Netgh- 
Zour, do this, and line, i. e. provided there be 
in thee thoſe other Qualifications, or thoſe other 
Duties be done by thee, that arc elſewhere re- 
quired as abſolutely neceſſary in order thereunto. 
This alone is a ſufficient Anſwer to the Obje- 
Etion I am now confidering. Tis very uſual 
( as I have already ſhewn ) with the inſpired 
Writers, to name one Duty, meaning it not ex- 
clufively, but inclufively f, others are ſuppoſed 
and implied, and taken for granted, it 1s pre- 
ſumed the Reader would fo underſtand it. Eſpe- 
cially it 1s ſo, when there is a natural Connexi- 
on between what is plainly expreſſed, and what 
is only implied. And ſo it is in the Caſe now 
before us. For when our Saviour dire&s theſe 
Perſons, ſaying to the one, f thou wilt enter 
ento Life, keep the Commandments; to the o- 
ther, Do thzs, i. e. Love God and thy Neigh- 
bour, and live, this did, by plain and evident 
Conſequence, inter the Neceſſity of Repentance, 
yea, 
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yea, and of Faith too in the Meſſiah, ſuch a Mea- 
ſure of it I mean, as was indiſpenſably neceſ- 
ſary in thoſe Days, confidering the Obſcuriry of 
the Revelation. 

The Neceſſity of Repentance mipht eaſily be 
gathered hence. While the Ferres fancied a | 
partial and mere external Obedience, joyned | 


| with Sacrifices, wzs ſufficient, they might enter- 
l tain ſuch a vain Conceit, that they needed no 
r Repentance. But when our Saviour requires 
K Men to keep all the Commandments, which he 
N had ſeveral Times, but eſpecially in his Sermon 
8 upon the Mount, explained in a ſpiritual Senſe, 
£ and told Men it did reach not only to their 


Actions, but to their Nord and very 7 honghts. 
8 And when he cemmands Men to love God vit 


11 all ther Hearts and Souls, with all their 
d Mind, and all their Strengrh, and their Nezgh- 
ne bour as themſelnes, and told them who was 
- their Neighbour, how large and extenfive a 


Mord that was! They could not bat be ſenfibie, 
it they were Men of any Thought or Reflecti- 
on, that this was more than they had done, and 
conſequently Repentance mult be abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary. _ 

Not to add, that the Neceſſity of Repentance 
was fo plainly revealed, and fo often inculcated N 
in the Books of the Old Teſtament, that our 
Saviour could not but take it for granted, that 
unleſs they were very ſtupid Readers of them, 
they mult nceds underſtand fo much. 

And when ke tanght Men to /97e Cod with 
a'l theer Hearts, it would nat rally follow from 
thence, that they would believe on the Meiſiah, 
5 4c 
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according to that Meaſure of Light which they 
had then about him. Not to add, that the Doc- 
trine of he Sced of the Woman, that was to 
bruiſe the Serfpent's Head, was the very Foun- 
dation on which the Church hath been built 
ever fince the Fall. ' 
himſelf reſolves the Fes Infidelity, into their 
Want of divine Love as its proper Cauſe. Ye 
wall not come to me that ye might have Life *. 
But what 1s the Spring of this? that we have 
in the following Words, I know yor, ye have 
not the Love of God in you t. And again, He 
that hateth me, hateth my Father alſo. If I 
had not done among them the Works which no 
ether Man did, they had not had Sin; but 
now hate they both ſeen and hated me, and my 
Father alſo 1. To which let me add, that 
when the Scribe approved of that Saying of 
our Lord's, that le vun God was the far ſt and 
great Commandment, and loyzng our Netghbour 
was the next to it, our Saviour faith to him, 
T hou art not far from the Kingdom of God *, 
2. e. from owning me to be the Mefhiah. - He 
had as near a Diſpoſition as ſuch right Princi- 
ples could give him, which, if they had becn 
tollowed, would have naturally led him on 
to the acknowledging and embracing of him. 


But now here I expect to be asked, If any 


Man ſhould come to me with the ſame Que- 
ion, Nhat call I do to be ſaved? whether 
1 
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f would give him this Anſwer, Keep the Com- 
mandments, and thou ſhalt enter into Life ; 
love God and thy Netghbonur fincerely ; do this, 
and li ve. 

To which I anſwer, This is not the Vyſt, 
much Teſs the only Thing I world ſay to bim. 
Matters now are very much altered; the Me- 
diation of Chriſt and his Death are now cleared 
up, and Chtift himſelf, by his Spirit and A- 
poſtles, hath taught me to begin my Arntwer, 
by exhorting him to Repentance towards God, 
and Faith towards himſelf, in his Blood and 
Merits. And [| would, as well as I could, con- 
ſider the State of that Man's Soul, and accor- 
dingly inſiſt more, and dwell longer upon the 
one or the other of theſe. If I thought he was 
not duly humbled, ard broken for Sin, I we Id 
open the Nature, and urge the Neceſſity of Re- 
pentance. If F had Reaſ:n to conclude, that 
he was a truly contrite Soul, and ready to be 
ſwallowed up with Deſpair, I would open to 
him the Nature, Eud, Nalue, and Suffictency 
of the Death of Chriſt, and urge upon him the 
Benefit and Neceſſity of Faith in his Blocd. 
And if he were a fick Man, and fo indiſpoſed for, 
and incapable of any other but ejaculatory Pray- 
er, I would conclude my Advice by mindigs 
him of the Publican's Petition, God be merciful 
to me a Stuber *. But then I would tell him, 
that we now knowing more of the one Mediator, 
whom God hath jet forth as a Propitiatiou 

3 through 
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through Faith in his Blood, than ever the Pub- 
Iican did, that he ſhould be ſure not to forget 
to add thereunto, for the ſake, and through the 
Reghteonſneſs and Death of Feſus Chriſt. But 
then, in its proper Place, I would endeavour to 
faſten this upon him, that, as ever he expects 
to be ſaved, he mnſt through Grace ſincerel 
reſolve to keep all the Commandments of God, 
and if God give him Life, he muſt actually 
do it, and not be partial in God's Law. Ard 
_ whoſoever doth not, as to the Subſtance of it, 

thus treat a Man who asks him, What ſhall I 
ao to be ſaved? inſtead of being a Goſpel-preach- 
er, is, in ſhort, and to ſpeak plainly, no better 
than a Deceiver of the Souls of Men, and one 
who daubs with uncempered Morter. 

And ſo much for this Third Remark, that 
this Directien of our Savicur is capable cf an 
e vangelical Senſe. | 

Fhere is one Remark more to be made upon 
upon it; and theretore, 

4. I add, this Direction of our Saviour's may 
be taken in a legal Senfe too, dis. You mult 
perfectly love God: and your Neighbour, per- 
fectly keep ail his Commandments, it you will 
inherit eternal! Life, without any one fingle 
Breach, cirher in Yeed, Word, or Thought. 
But then, he did this with an evangelical In- 
tent aud Dein. He was far from countenan- 
cing ſuch a damnable Error, that any Man 
could be ſaved by the Deeds of the Law. 

But he laid the Law before them in its Ex- 
tent and Spirituality, to break and humble 
*he1n, and convince them that there was no 

Hopes 
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Hopes of entring into Heaven he Way, the 
Law requiring more than ever they had done 
for the Time paſt, or were capable of doing for 
the future; that ſo deſpairing of Salvation Da- 
Way, they might ſeek it elſewhere. And in 
this our bleſſed Lord did no more than his Fa- 
ther had done hefore, and his Apoſtles, by the 
Direction of his Spirit, did after his ReſurreQi- 
on, lay the Law in its Strictneſs and Severity 
before Men, that ſo they might be induced to 
flee to the promzſed Seed, to be juſtified by an 
humble broken-hearted Faith in him. 

And this was ſo much the more neceſſary, 
becauſe both of theſe Enquirers were right 
Ferwr, and truſted in themſelveſ that they ce 
righteous. All theſe have I let from my 
Youth up “, faith the one, tho' he was deeply 
in Love with H, World. And the other was 
willing to juſtiſy himſelf F ; he was for being 
ſaved, not as an humble penitent Sinner, but as 
a juſt Man. Our Lord would repreſs this proud 
Phariſaical Humour of his; and to that End 
ſets the Law in a due Light before kim, to 
prepare him, if he had attended to it, for th: 
Goſpel 3 and by the Parable of the Samarc- 
tan, convinces him from his falſe and narrow 
Notion abont this Matter, who was kis Neigh- 
bour, that he did not fo much as wnderftand 
the Precept, much leſs had he yielded a perfect 
Obedience to it. 
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CHAT. MM 
A Sixth Oljection. St. Peter's Words, He that 


feareth God, and worketh Righteouſneſs, is. 


accepted of him, conſder d. A bold Saying, 
aud a Popiſh Legend. 


OBFECTION VI. 


Nother Objection is raiſed from the Words 
of St. Peter, with Reference to Cornelius, 
Of a Truth I percei ve that God is no Reſpect- 
er of Perions; but in every Nation, ke that 
fearech God, and wrketh Rizhreorſneſe, is ac- 
cepred of bim. Whereupon we are told, 
There's no Neceſſury of a thorough Chriſtian 
Faith to recommend a Gentile to God's Accep- 
trance f. He means, there's no Neceſſity cf any 
Faith at all in Chriſt. If his Argument will 
prove any Thing, it will prove as much as that 
comes to. Peter perceiged the Neceffity of no 
more than ſcaring God, and working Righte- 
onſneſs. And as for what little T hangs Mr. M. 
#s capable of clgefting from the Context, I am 
( ſaith our Author) cell aware of ; but I prr- 
Poſely leave that Side unguarded, well knowng 
en what Trap I ſhall catch bim +. | 
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This is a very civil Gentleman, to beat the 
Drum to give his Ezemy fair Notice, before he 
ſets Fire to the Train. If after ſuch a Warn- 
ing | be blown up into the Kir, I muſt thank 
my ſelf: But to ſecure my ſelf as well as I can, 
I will remind the Reader of the true State of 
the Queſtion, which is not, Whether an honeſt 
Heathen, who never heard the Guſpel, may be 
ſaved without an explicite Knowledge 8 or 
Faith in Jeſus Chriſt? This is a Point which 
( as I have ſaid once and again) I will have no- 
thing to do with. Our Queſtton is, Whether 
(pretended) Piety and Virtue is ſuffcient to 
the Salvation of an Infidel, to whom the Goſpel 
is duly propoſed and preached, tho' he do nct 
believe on Jelus Chriſt? Now, tho' I do not 
affirm, yet for the preſent 1 will ſuppoſe ſuch a 
Heathen, before the Goſpel is preached to him, 
to be in a State of Salvation; all that I am 
con-erned to maintain is this, That when Jeſus 
Chriſt and his Goſpel are propoſed to him, he 
is bound to believe and embrace them, on the 
Penalty of forferizing lis Salvation. And this 


is very plain, from the Inſtance of Corneliur 


himſelf, ( tho', by the Way, I don't reckon him 
to be a mere Heathen, but one of the E£3% ten *, 
a Jewiſh Proſclyte, a Worſhipper of the God 
of Iſcacl, and one who had an Implicite Belief 
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of the Meſſiah.) In the Verſes immediately 
following theſe Words, In every Nation, he that 


ſeareth God, and worketh 9 25 Ac- 


6eÞtod off him, we read that Peter preached Jeſus 
Chriſt to him in all his Othces, That Peace 
#s ly him, procured by his. Death, that he zs 
Lord of. ail, and God had anointed him; that 
he was crici/ind, raiſed again, and is ordained to 
be the Fudge both of the Quick and Dead. And 
then cleſcs his Sermon with theſe moſt remark- 
able Words, To him gite all the Prophets Mit- 
neſs, that throuch i Name, wheoſeever belie- 


eth in him, ſhall reccige Remiſſion of Sins &. 


Now can any Man, after ſuch a Sermon, and 
{uch a Conc luſion of it, ever imagine, that Cor- 
nelins, or any of his Houſe, could have been ſa- 
ved, tho' they had not believed on Jeſus Chriſt, 
but rejected him as an Impoſtor? No Man can 
ſuppoſe juch a Thing, efpecially if hereunto be 
added what the Angel ſaid to Cornelius bimſelt 
about this Matter, es. Go and ſend for Peter, 
20 jhall tell thee Words, whereby thou and all 
thy Horſe ſhall be ſaved f. Tis unaccountable 
to ſuppole that he might have been ſaved, tho 
be had not regarded on Syllable of what Peter 
had ſaid unto him. 
In ſhort, no Man among ne, to whom the 
Goſpel is preach'd, can be term'd a 77#e Fear- 
er of God, if he be not allo a Belzerer on Jeſus 
Chriſt. To rhe Fear of God, and working of 
Raghreonneſr, add Faith in, and Love to the 
Sor 
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Son of God, and you have the complete Cha- 


racter of one that is accepted of God. But if à 
Man to whom the Goſpel zs preached, remain 
an Unbeliever, he is not a true Fearer of God; 
for if he was, he would ir the San in Obedi- 
ence to his Command. He is not a true Work- 
er of Righteouſneſs, for if he was, he would 
work this Wirk of Faith, ſubmitting unto the 
Law of God, he is not accepted of God, but re- 
jected by him; and for all the Works of Righ- 
reouſneſs that he may pretend to, and value him- 
ſelf upon, he ſhall. periſh for ever, and the 
Wrati of God, which now ſmokes againſt kim, 
will break forth into a devouring Flame. © 
that Men were wiſe, and would conſider before 
it be too late! 


SECT TON l. 


And now I have anſwer'd all the Reaſfo::5 
and Arguments that have been brought to over. 
turn the Neceſſity of Faith to Salvation, and 
to eſtabliſh the Sufficiency of bare Morality, 
or mere Charity, m order thereunto. 

I have not indeed aniwer'd 4 that hath been 
written, for there remains ſomewhat more, which: 
I ſhall not dignify with the Name of Argu- 
ment, or Reaſen, tho' urged by thoſe who are 
fich high Pretenders to it. Two Things, I. 
think, we had beit to call them, the one is a 
dold Saying, the other an idle Popiſh Le- 
gend. | 
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SECT FONT 


The bold Saying is this, vs. That Faith, at 
the beſt, zs but a dextrons and lucky Way of 
Thinking, but Charity to the Poor it Well. 
doing. This we ſometimes meet with in Con- 
gerſarzon, and 'tis urged to exclude the Ne- 
ceſſity of Faith in order to eternal Life. They 
who uſe it, have borrowed it from a modern 
Unitarian * who alſo faith a few Lines be- 
fore, If a right Faith alſo had been neceſſary 
to Salvation, it muſt have been expreſly na- 
med f. Whether Faith be not expreſly required 
to Salvation, the Reader may ſce, if he will 
but look back to the Third Chapter of this 
Diſcourſe. 

But I take it, that right Believing is Dong, 
and Mell doiug too; for elſe he who believes 
the Goſpel doth do n9rhzng at all, or doth an ill 
Thing. I have always thought the Habit of 
Faith is an holy Principle, and that to ſay an. 
Act of Faith, is good Senſe, and ſound Uivi- 
nity too. ; 

And a right Belief is the neceſſary Founda- 
tion of evangelical Obedience. If I dont be- 


| lieve aright concerning Jeſus Chriit, I cannot 
truſt in him, nor devote my ſelf to him, nor 


ubey him, nor do every Thing in his Name, 
nor make the ſpreading of his Honour, and pro- 


moting his Intereſt, the End of my Lite : All 
; Which, 
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which, by the Goſpel, I am bound to do, as 
ever | hope to partake of the Inheritance of the 


Saints in Light. 

The Root and Foundation of this bold and 
wicked Saying is this, vis. a vain Imagination, 
that the ſupreme, if not the only End of Reli- 
gion in general, and Chriſtianity in particular, 
is the Welfare of our Neighbour : Whereas it is 
clear as the Sun at Noon-day, that tho' this be 
one End, yet it is but a meaner and lower one. 
The chief Ends are, the Glory of God, and 
the Honour of Chriſt, in Conjunction with the 
eternal Salvation of our Souls. And ſure L 
am, that an Unbeliever, for all his Vell doing 
” 2s Neighbour, doth not conſult any of 

ele. 


SECT ION VN. 
The other Thing that is urged, is an zdle 


Popiſh Legend. It is an extraordinary Piece, 
and therefore the Reader ſhall have it drawn 


at Length in their own Words, left, if I ſhould 


endeavour to contract it, he ſhould loſe any of 


the Beauties of it, 9s. The Puniſhment of 


Judas, who betray'd aur Saviour, i, that he 
and on the Surface of a fexelling dreadful 
Sea, with his Feet ſomewhat below the Mater, 
as if ke were about to ſink—— Beſiaes his 
couttnual Horror and Fear of going to the Bot- 
rom, a moſt terrible Tempeſt of Hail and Wind 


always leats on the Traytor's naked Bedy and 


Head; be ſuffers as much by Cold, and the 


Smart of the impetuous Hail, as ti Poſſible to 
imagi ue 
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| imagine that he could ſuffer by the Fire of 
|! Purgatory, or of Hell. But in this great 
| ', Diſtreſs, Judas has one very great Comfort and 
1 19 Relief; for, whereas the Tempeſt would be im- 
C f portable (tis my Author's own Word) zf z? 
1 | beat always upon him from all Sides, at a little 


14 '' Diſtance from him, and ſomewhat above him, | 
as there is ſtretched out a Sheet of ſtrong, coarſe 
Linen Cloth, which Sheet intercepts a great | 
Part of the Tempeſt. Judas regales himſelf, 
turning ſumetimes one Side, ſometrmes ano- | 
ther Side of his Head and Body to the Shelter 
1 of this Sheet. In ſhort, the Sheet is ſuch a 
118 Protection to him, that it defends him from 
| the one Half of his Puniſhment. But by what | 
| meritorious Action, or Actions, did Judas de- | 
ſerve ſo great a Favour ? He gave juſt the ſame | 
uantity of Linen Cloth to a certain poor Fa- 
| mzly for Shirting . Now, our Unitarian Au- 


| thor f is much concern'd, that he hath forgot 

[) the Name of the Author of this notable Story, 

| and the Subject of that precious Book, where- 
1 i he read it above Forty Years ago. However, 

3 i upön this Text he gives us the following obſer- 
vable Comment, vas. It had been zmpoſſible 


' that this Gentlemau ſhould hit on ſuch a Con- 
| wear as this, but from our natural Opinion 6f 
| * . ; 

the Value and Merit of Charity; it ſeems to us 
a Virtue fo excellent, that it may excuſe even 
| | Judas from ſome Part of bis Puniſhment t. It 
| ſeems 


3 — *» 


* The Life of Mr. T. Firmin, p. 79, Yo, f Id. p. 
79% + 14. p. SL, 
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feems a ſingle Act of Charity, tho' it extended 
no further than OY a little Einen Cloth, is 


135 


2 meritorious one in Juda; whether he thinks 
the Obedience, Death and Sufferings of our 
bleſſed Saviour to be fo, I am not at Leiſure to 
enquire. | 
Our Author znclznes to think, that diners 
others may be as well pleaſed with the Wit of 
this Tale, and the Moral implied in it, as he 
himſelf is *. 

Next to ſtrong and fair Reaſon, methinks 
refined Vit is the moſt charming Beauty that 
a Man can look upon. I muſt confeſs I perfect- 
ly dote upon it, wherever I do ſee it; but for 
my I ite I am not able to diſcern the Ingenuity 
of this Story. If there be any Wit in it, 'tis as 

or as the Family Judas relieved, and alto- 
gether as coarſe as the Traitor's Canvaſy could 
poſſibly be. | 

As for the Moral of it, I can make no better 
of it than this, That Charzry alone will never 
ſave a Man from Hell. And tho' he give away 
ever ſo much Shirting to the Poor, fo as to have 
a great many Sheets of hic Caudaſt, not upon 
one Side only, but all round about him, 'twill. 
prove but a thin ſorry Defence from the furious 
Storms of divine Vengeance, when they come 
beating down upon him. 

Methinks, there's ſomewhat of Myſtery in this 
that an Citarian ſhould have ſo great a Love 
fer Juda; whether it be becauſe he bore the. 

Zas, 
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Bag, or betrayed our Saviour, I ſhall not en- 


quire. One would imagine, that ſome Mens. 
Hearts do miſgive them, and that they are con- 


and therefore they are for making it a tolerable 
Place, and providing ſome 3 for 
themſelves againſt their Arrival there. I would 
adviſe them as a Friend, rather to take heed 
that they do not fall into it; for, to regale 
themſelves in Hell, ( as our Author's Word is ) 
I believe is ſuch Language, as the miſerable 
Wretches, who in the Midſt of a Lake of Fire 
and Brimſtone, can't get one Drop of Water to 
cool the Tip of their Tongues, do not under- 
Rand the Meaning of. 


Ee E e 
Th CLIUOSS 


Aving now gone through what I principally 
intended, there arc a few Things I would 
preſs the Reader to, and ſo put an End to this 


Diſcourſe. 
SECTION -L 


I. That he would continue ſtedfaſt in the 
Faith of the Goſpel. Be not ſhaken in Mind 
by thoſe Winds of falſe Doctrine, which from 
Hell beneath are blowing among us. Salvation 
depends upon Perſeverance. If any Man draw 
back, it is to Perdition *. When. many af 
Chriſt's 


ſcious to themſelves that they ſhall go to Hell, 


REI oO * 
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Chriſt's Diſciples went back, and walked no 
more with him, ſaid he to the Twelve, And 
wall ye alſo go away? Simon Peter, in the 
Name of them all, anſwers, Lord, to whom ſhall 
2we go? Thou haſt the Words of eternal Life *. 
And he hath the Words of eternal Death too, 
which he will judicially pronounce againſt eve- 
ry Infidel and Apoſtate at the laſt Day, whoſe 
Sentence ſhall never be revers'd, and from 
whom there lies no Appeal. Ere long he ſhall 
appear in all his Majeſty and Glory f ; then 
every Eye ſhall ſee him, and Multitudes of 
Men ſhall waz} becauſe of him, but the Cry and 
Howling will be louder than ordinary among 
theſe Wretches. How will they hang down 


their Heads, not knowing which Way to look, 


when, for denying Chriſt, they ſhall be denied 
by him in the Preſence of all his holy Apgels! 
And with what an Emphaſis will thoſe Words 
be pronounced by him upon theſe Fools, De- 
part from me, ye Curſed, into everlaſting Fire. 
Wherefore let us always abide in him, that 
when he ſhall appear, we may have Confidence, 
and not be aſhamed before him at his Coming t. 
But in order the reunto, let every profeſſed Chri- 
ſtian ſee to it, 


SECT. TON U. 


II. That his Faith be an operative, practical, 
and obediential one. If we have no better a 


Faith 
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Faith than that of Devils, we ſhall not have a bet- 
ter Portion than theirs. God will not be put off 
with Smoke inſtead of a Sacrifice. We muſt not 
think to impoſe upon him, as Jacob did upon his 
aged Father, and get the Bleſſing, if we are not 
the right Perſons to whom it does belong. For, 
tho' God be the Ancient of Days, yet he is 
not dim-fighted, as old 1/aac was; tho' we ap- 
pear in the Garments of our elder Brother, ha- 
ving put on Chriſt by an external Profeſſion, he 
can eafily ſee the want of Sincerity within, Do 
but ſeriouſly confider what our bleſſed Saviour 
faith to this Purpoſe, Then ſhall ye begin to ſar, , 
We have eat and drunk in thy Preſence, and 
t hon haſt taught in our Streets. But he fhall' 
Say, I tell you, I know not whence you are, De- 
art from me all ye Workers of Iniquity *. g. d. 
he very Plea you make for your ſelves, 1s an 
Aggra vation of your Crimes. I taught in your 
Streets, you ſay, why then you were better in- 
ſtructed, and can't pretend you continued in Sin 
for wane of Knowledge. Have you indeed car 
and drunk in my Preſence? By ſo doing you 
openly profeſſed your ſelves to be my Diſciples; 
in every Sacrament you had all the Arguments 
againſt Sin that might have been drawn from 
my bitter and bloody Death and Paſſion repre- 
ſented to you, and you renewed your Covenant 
of Fealty and Obedience to me; and yet, after 
all this, to prove Workers of Iniguity Here: 
upon this Plea will be immediately over-ruled 


In. 


% Luke xiii. 26, 27, 
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in a diſdainful Manner. Then ſhall ye begin 
to ſay, g. d. This is ſo idle, ſo impertinent, ſq 


ſottiſn an Argument for an ungodly Wretch, that 
] will not have Patience to hear it. I will im- 


mediately cut off ſuch fooliſh Babblings, I will 


caſt our this Defence without any more ado. 
And then he ſhall ſay, I tell yon, I know nos 
whence you are. I Gem to be thought to have 
had any Relation to you, or any Reſpe& for 
ſuch as you, and therefore depart from me into 
outer Darkneſi, that you may never be ſeen 
more, and into a Place moſt remote from me, 
where you ſhall receive the juſt Reward of all 
your evil Deeds. 

But as I have prefſed Obedience in the gene- 
ral, ſo I ſhall endeavour to perſwade to one par- 


ticular and fignal Inſtance of it. And there- 


tore, 
S$SKCT £0 N: NE 


HI. If my Reader be able, I ſhall call upon 
him to ſhew the Truth of his Faith by aboun- 
ding in this Grace and good Work, dig. Chart- 
ty to the Poor, eſpecially where he finds Po- 
verty and ſerions Religion dwelling under ons 
and the ſame Roof. And I will inſiſt longer 
on this, becaufe, though I will not give all to 
Charity, as they do whom TI have been writing 
againſt, is I will allow it its due Place, which 
is more than worldly-minded Men are willing to 
afford it, but yet I will not advance it higher than 
the holy Scriptures do. The Apoſtle bids Ti- 


mothy charge them that are rich in this IO 
ut 
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that they do Good, that they be rich in good 


Works, ready to diſtribute, willing to commu- 


nicate, laying up in Store for themſelves a good 
Foundation againſt the Tame to came, that they 
may lay hold on eternal Life *. Were they not 
the Words of an inſpired Apoſtle, they would 
hardly ſeem conſiſtent either with Prudence, or 
with good Manners, if we conſider the Perſons 
concerned in them, e Rich in this World, 
the Way and Manner of Application to them, 
and that is under the Notion of a Charge, the 
Matter and Subſtance of that Charge, that they 
would voluntarily and readily give away a con- 
fiderable Share of their dear earthly Treaſure, 
and the Man who is to give this Charge, and 
that is Timothy, a Miniſter, and one of the 
younger Sort too, and under low Circumſtances, 
and jealous Men might be apt to ſuſpect, when 
he beſpeaks a liberal Relief for others, he real- 
ly means his poor Self. | 

- Mens Spirits naturally riſe with their For- 
tunes, as every light and floting Subſtance doth 
with the Increaſe of the ſwelling Water, on the 
Top whereof it ſwims. That Body of Men 
who have the Power of giving Money, reckon, 
of Courſe, they have a Power of giving Laws 
too. Wealthy Men do naturally expect it as 
their due, to be applied unto with a great deal 
of Addreſs and Ceremony, with mighty Court 
ſhip, and lowly Submiſſion, that the Words of 
all who ſpeak to them, ſhould be as fine and as 


ſoft 
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ſoft as the Garments they themſelves wear. To 
come to them with a Charge, is ſuch a coarſe 
Handling, as they can by no Means endure, e- 
ſpecially if you would engage them to part with 
a confiderable Sum of Money. "Tis as labori- 
ous a Work to fetch the Silver and Gold out of 


the ſealed Bags and Iron Cheſts of ſome of 


them, as it was originally to dig and draw it 
out of the Mine. And, to complete the Paral- 
lel, he that attempts it muſt ordinarily expect 
to be their Slave. They will turn a Piece of 
Money up and down, and look very wiſtly upon 
it; and how little Reſpect ſoever they may 
have for his Perſon, or Government, truly the 
Image of Ceſar upon his Coin is exceeding beau- 
tiful and charming, they dearly love him there, 
and he bath won and perfectly captivated their 
very Hearts; yea, even thoſe that are of a bet- 
ter Temper, generally look for very. warm Ap- 

lications, and a very tender Handling, you muſt 
be ſure to ſtrike them in the right Vein too, 


} or elſe there is little Hope that they will bleed 
frreely. 


| 
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They may make a Shift to bear with it in an 


, aged Paul, whoſe gray Hairs may give ſome 


Authority, and command ſome little Reſpect, 
they will ſhew ſo much Breeding as to give 
the old Man the Hearing 5 but if it be 
a young Timothy that ſpeaks ta them in 
ſo bold a Manner, he muſt expect they ſhould 
deſpiſe his Youth and Charge both together, 
ſhut their Ears as cloſe as they do their Hands, 
and ſend the ſawey Babbler away with as much 
Contempt and Scorn as they would * 

the 
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the Poor withal, whofe Cauſèshe hath eſpou- 
fo MY 
But yet, notwithſtanding all theſe Diſadvan- 
tages, 2 divine Commiſſion gives a Man Autho- 
rity and Courage too. The Apoſtle puts the 
Warrant into T#mothy's Hand, and requires him 
to ſerve it upon the greateſt of them all. Charge 
them that ave rich iu thas World, that they be 
rich in good Works, &c. And to prevail with 
them to raiſe a confiders ble Sum, he orders him 
to promiſe them the greateſt Intereſt on a Fund 
of the beſt Credit, where they need not fear 
any Deficiencies, ig. the Word of God, who 
hath aſſured Men, that this is to lay vp for 
themſelves a good Foundation againſt the Time 
to come, that ſo they may lay hold on eternal 
Life. The Reſult of the whole is this, that the 
right Exereiſe of Charity to the Poor is neceſſa- 
ry to the Salvation of the Rich. 

And we cannot look upon the Garb, and the 
Figure that ſeveral do make, or view the Places 
where they are ſcated in ſome of our religious 
Aſſemblies, but we muſt conclude there are ma- 
ny ſuch. We may find them in the Front, the 
uppermoſt Seats, and there they look like a ca- 

Ital Letter in the Beginning uf a Book, with & 
mighty Flouriſh round about it. We cannot look 
them in the Face, nor lift up our Eyes to the 
Top of their Heads, but we may preſently ſee 
they have their Superfluities, enough and to 
ſpore 4 and it would be an unpardonable Re- 

ection upon their Honeſty, or their Prudence, 


if we ſhould make any Doubt of their Ga- 
lity. 
Eut 
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u- But yet, when they who ſo richly deck and 
adorn themſelves, are called upon to honour God 
in- det h their Subſtance, they grow wonderfully 
10- &F modeſt and ſhy of a ſudden. They who wit 
he | 2 great deal of Briskneſs prefs'd forward before, 
im fall back in a Moment. They are like the 
ree \ Senſinve Plant, that ſpreads widely on every 
be Side, but if you touch it with your Finger, im- 
ith mediately it ſhrivels and ſhrinks up into a very 
\im * ſmall and narrow Compaſs. 
und +4 This therefore had Need to be a little ſtated, 
fear who are rich Perſons, leſt ſome ſhould fancy 
who themſelves not to be within the Verge of the 
for apoſtolical Text, though they really are, and 
me | thereupon think themſelves excuſed from the 
ral Duty of it, and ſo, by wrong Notions and cove- 
t the tous Practices, diſtinguiſh themſelves out of the 
-efſa- Reward of it, eternal Life. 

We no ſooner hear the Sound of this Word, 
1the Ba rich Man, but we are preſently apt to think 
laces Jof a vaſtly over-grown Eſtate, whereas the true 
oious Standard by which we ought to meaſure, is, the 
wa- | Circumſtances of a Man's Condition in the 
t, the World, his Birth and Education, his Rank and 
> aca- Quality, his Family and Children, and the Poſt 
ith > wherein Providence hath ſet him. Men of high 


t look -* Deſcent, or numerous Families, or in publick 
to the Stations, need more than a fingle and obſcure 
tly ſee Perſon, or a private Man. The ſame Quantity 
and to Jof Water, that would almoſt drown a low and 
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144 A Diſcourſe of 
have poor Landlords, and rich Tenants, poor 
Noblemen and rich Citizens *. As there are 
cold Days in Summer, and warm ones in Win- 
ter, that is, conſidering the Seaſon of the Year. 
He who hath wherewith to ſupply all that Ne- 
ceſſity and Decency does require, and all Things 
being confidered which ought to be laid in the 
Balance, hath befides ſomewhat conſiderable to 
Tpare, is a rich Man, though he hath not his 
Hundreds per annum. 

But if, after all, any ſhould ſhuffle, and re- 
fuſe to be accounted and called rich, yet ſhall 
he not ſo eſcape. If he flee from this Text of 
Scripture, he ſhall not avoid the Edge of ano- 
ther, written by the Pen of the ſame Apoſtle, 
dig. Let him that ſtole, ſteal no more, but ra- 
ther let him labour, working with his Hands 
the Thing which is good, that he may hade 
to gide to him that needeth *. The former 
Part of the Precept I would hope my Reader 
is not concerned in, Let him that ſtole, ſteal no 
more, and therefore I drop that. Put they 
are but very few who will not come with- 
in the Com paſs of the latter; tho' they are 
Handicraftſmen, and live by their daily Labour, 
they ſhould, if poſſible, earn ſomewhat for the 
miſcrably poor, as well as for themſelves. 

Having thus juſt ſtept aſide to ſpeak a Word 
to the meaner Sort, I return to the Company I 
left, I mean the Rich in this Norld, whom I 
muſt put in Mind of their Duty, and the right 
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* Rebi/on's Obſerv. p. 155. 1 Eph. iv. 28. 
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Faith in Jeſus Chriſt. 145 
Exerciſe of it alſo; they muſt not only give, 
but do it liberally too. Indeed God hath not 
told us exactly, and particularly how much eve- 

ry one ſhould give, and therefore I ſhall leave 

it, as he has done. The civil Power may levy 

a Tax, and appoint every Man his Porta; but 

+ I do not find this does belong to a Miniſter of 

the Goſpel. Let Men rate themſelves (for 

that they like beſt ) but let them not deceive 

: themſelves, for they cannot deceive God, nor 

will he be mocked. Every Man is to judge 
for himſelf, for every one may be preſumed to 
know his own Condition better than another. 
But let every one ſo judge, as being under a 
very ſerious Senſe, that he himſelf, and this 
whole Matter, will be judged over again, by 
one who doth expect to reap according to what 
he hath ſown, and that his Poor ſhall receive 
much, where he hath given much. No Man 
can think, that a fingle Graia or two of Whear, 
is an anſwerable Thank-offering to God, who 
hath given him an Increaſe of Thirty or Sixty, 
or it may be an Hindred-fold, bleſſed their 
Seed, and cauſed it to ſpring up into a very 
plentiful Harveſt. | 

The Apoſtle hath laid down a Rule in the 
general, wherein there is a manifeſt Equity, ac- 
cording as God hath proſpered every Man *. 
But if we ſhould take an Eſtimate by that ſor- 
by Pittance that many give, we muſt conclude, 

Jod hath proſpered them but very little, and 

hey have made but poor Gains by their reſpe- 

tive Employments. The Ground wherein are 
very rich Mines of Silver and Gold, is often rocky 
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146 A Diſcourſe of 
and barren, and brings forth little for the Feed- 
ing of any living Creature. Theſe hard and cloſe 
Men will be made, ere long, to know it was 
their Duty to give with an open Hand, and 4 
large Heart. 

or the Grace of a Kindneſs is many Times 
loſt +4 the aukward Manner of doing it. "Tis 
fo with Reference to Man, but much more with 
Reference to God, who fees the inward Frame 
and Temper of our Minds, whether what we 
beſtow be wrung from us by Im portunity, like 
Water extorted from a Stone by the mere Force 
ef the Fire; and then too, the little comes dul- 
ly away, by ſlow Drops, one now, and another 
anon; or whether it come from a warm Spring 
of Love, liberally pouring forth its cool Streams 
for the refreſhing of any dry and thirſty Tra- 
veller, or filling any empty Veſſel that is brought 
unto it. - 

That Charity to the Poor is a neceflary Means 
on the rich Man's Part to the attaining of that 
bleſſed End, appears from its being laid down 
as a Mark and Sign of the Truth of thoſe Gra- 
ces and Duties, which are indiſpenſably required 
unto Salvation. He is a very ablurd Man, who 
can imagine any one ſhall be ſaved, who hath 
no true Religion. Now, * Pure Religion, and 
endefiled * 2 God aig the Father, zs this, to 
we the fat berleſ and the Widow. Tis to do 
it fo, as to help and relieve them, not in an idle 
Compliment. Such à Viſit is like the Religt-$ 
on of bim who makes it, there is nothing in ei- 
ther one or the other. To ſreak plainly, aft 
godly coverous Man. is juſt ſuch another Moniteryy 
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4 Yeligious Sot, and a very pious Whore- 
monger ; a Creature of Man's making, conſi- 
ſting of abſolute Impoſſibilities, and groffe(t* 


# Contradictions. 


No Man can be ſo mad as to hope any one 


; (hall reach Heaven, who is wholly void of Love 
to God. Now, whatever fleeting Paſſion a Man 


_ have, the Scripture will not allow it to 
paſs for Ster/ing, but tells us it is counterfeit 


; Coin, if we have no Regard to the Poor. 


How plain are thoſe Words of the Apoſtle, 
Whoſo hath thir Wirld's Goods, and ſeeth his 
Brother have Need, and ſhutterh u his Boae- 
els of Compaſſion from him, how develleth the Love 
of God in him.“? He ſuppoſes this to be a very 
plain. Caſe, and therefore propounds it by way 
of Queſtion, appealing to any indifferent Man. 
And if. the hardned Miſer himſelf entertain 
ſo ſottiſn a Conceit that he hath the Love of 
God in him, it is Demonſtration that he hath 
as little of Senſe as he hath of Charity. 

No Man who reads and believes his Bible, 
can imagine he ſhall be faved without Faith. 
Now, St. Fames telleth us, That which is void 
of good Works, 25 no more ſaving Faith, than a 
mere Carcaſe, without any Liſe in it, is 4 
Man. And ſuch a ſenfeleſs Lump the covetous 
Niggard is, if he pleaſe himſelf with the ilde 


Hopes of Heaven; his Underſtanding is depar- 


ted from him (if ever he had any.) His Eyes 
are gone, for he cannot ſee Chriſt in any of his 
poor Members, whoſe forry Garments, fo full 


| of Holes, do rather ſhew their Nakednefs, than 


cover it. His Hand is ſtiff, he cannot open, 
C 2 nor 
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A Diſconrſe of 
nor reach it out to a needy Object, though it 
ſtand cloſe by him. He has no Soul, he is ſpi- 


"ritually dead, for he is buried in this World, 


and the next Tidings we hear of him, muſt be 
the ſame with that which is reported of his el- 
der Brother, St. Zuke's Fool, that he is in Hell. 
For it muſt always be remembred, that relieving 
the Poor is one Sort of good Works, and he is 
a very bad Man who neglefts that, how much 
ſozver he may abound in the cheaper Duties of 
Praying and Hearing, and receiving the Lord's 
Supper. 

No Chriſtian can ſuppoſe any Man among us 
can be faved without Love to our bleſſed Savi- 
our, if he ſhould ſee him ſtand before his Door 
hungry, thirſty, and naked, and yet refuſe him 
any Reliet. The apoſtolical Cenſure is left on 
Record, Let ſich a Man be Anathema Mara- 
natha*. And Chriſt himſclf hath ſaid, In as 
much as ye did it not to one of the leaſt 
of theſe, ye did it not to me f. And 
he hath forewarned us of the Doom which in 
this Caſe ſhall be pronounced by himſelf, De- 
Part from me, ye curſed, into everlaſting Fire, 
prepared for the Dedil and his Angels +. For 1 
was an hungred, and ye gave me no Ment, &c. 
9. d. You would not afford me hardly a Morſel 
of Bread, or a Draught of Drink, and for that | 
you ſhall not have a Drop of Water to cool the 
Jip of your enflamed Tongues You would not 
viſit me in Priſon, and therefore you ſhall be 
eaſt into a Dungeon, where you ſhall never ſee þ 
my Face. You would not clothe me when | was 
naked, and, tor that Reaſon, you ſhall be cove- 
red with Cen uſion as with a Garment. I was a 

Stranger, 
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Faith in. Jeſus Chriſt. 149 
Stranger, and gou looked upon me as ſuch, negle. 
ted me as if you did not know me, and there- 
fore now I will not acknowledge you. You would 
not hear my Cry, nor will I regard yours. You 
ſhut up your Bowels of Compaſſion from me, and 
my Gates ſhall 'be ſhut againſt you. Thoſe 

ouths that only ſaid, Be ye filled, and be ye 
clorhed, ſhall in vain be opened to cry for Mer- 
cy, Which you would never ſhew. Thoſe empty 
Hands which were fo often ſtretched forth, and 
lifred up to Heaven in vain, but never opened to 
me on Earth, ſhall be bound in everlaſting Chains. 
Thoſe petrified Bowels, thoſe Hearts of Rock 
and Flint ihall be melted down in the Flames 
of Hell, for nothing elſe could make them to flow. 

This ſolemn Account of the Proceedings of 
the laſt Day ſhews, That doing Good, eſpeci- 
ally to them that are of rhe Honſhold of Faith, 
mult not be dwindled away into a mere Sign, 
and be look'd for only in the Retinue of other 
Graces and Duties; tis a diſtin Grace and 
Duty of it ſelf, and under that Notion requi- 
red as ablolutely neceflary to Salvation Texts 
of Scripture might be heaped up to this Pur- 
poſe.- I wiſh ſome Men would turn to their 
Bibles, that their own Eyes might ſatisfy them; 
whetHer in thoſe Editions of them which are 
in their Hands, there are ſuch Words as "theſe, 


T1 ſay unto you, Make to your ſelves Friends of 


he Mammon of Unrighteonſucſs, that when ne. 


Jail, they may receive you into everlaſting 


abitations *, here are few who need to be 
told what Mammon is, and many covetous 
Men do well enough underſtand what the Anm 
mon of Unrighteouſneſs is, tho' not in that Senſe 
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wherein our Suviour meant it; for he doth not 
mean that which is gotten by unjuſt Dealings, 
God hates Robbery for a Burnt-offering, and 
will not ac of a ſtolen Beaſt when it bleeds 
at his Altar. But by the Mammon of Unrigh- 
zeorſneſ7 is meant unfaithful deceitful Riches, 
that, like wicked Servants, often run away from 
their Owners, and give their Maſters the Slip. 
Lay theſe ont agamſt a Time of Need, when 
ye fail. Tit appointed to all Men once to die, 
and then every Man proves 2 Bankrupt to that 
Degree, that Fleſh and Heart will fail. | 
have often thought of that Saying of the A- 
poſtle, We brought nothing into this World 
with us, and it is certain we ſhall' carry no- 
thing out *. The former is altogether as cer- 
tain as the latter, and yet the Word is applied 
to that only. "Tis a Mercy that God hath or- 
der'd it fo ; had it been otherwife, the World 
had been impoveriſh'd long ago by plentiful 
Returns into the other State: All had been 
born away many Ages fince by our greedy Fore- 
fathers, and nota Foot of Land been left for 
their Poſterity, ſo much as to Rand upon. We, 
as well as they, muſt leave all behind us, and 
therefore it is good Husbandry to ufe that, of 
which at the bet we are but Tenants for Life, 
that when we fail and die, and ſhall not have 
a Peny to take away with us, they may receive, 
i. e. by an uſual Hebraiſm, we may be received 
into everlaſting Habitatzons. j 
We have no Reaſon to think it hard, if the 
Earth worm be not taken in. Miſer, are, in 
God's Account, fome of the vileſt of Sinners. 
They are called Adulterers andi Adultereſſer, 
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Faith in Mſus Chriſt. rr 
who are the Friends of this World, much more 
do they deferve that infamous Character, who 
are its doting Lovers. Covetonſneſs is declared 
to be Idolarry, and a God of Silver and Gold 
is no better a Deity than one of Wood and 
Stone ; only the Metal is fo, the Worſhippers 
of one and the other are equally wicked and 
_— The Apoſtle could not think or fpeak 
without Tears in his Eyes on thoſe who mind 
earthly Things , and when he writes about 
them, his Pen leaves this great Blot upon 
them, They are Enemies t0 14 Croſs of Chriſt, 
and then of Courfe it follows, their End zs 
Deſtruction. It were caly to ſhew in more 
Scriptures than one, where they are placed a- 
mong the moſt abominable Wretches. It ſhall 
ſuffice to take Notice of that wherein we are more 
particularly concern'd, becauſe 'tis a Prophecy 
of the laft Dayr, which, by the Character of 
the Perfons, as well as by the Help of Hiſtory 
and Chronology, we are fure are come vpon us. 
We are told, that then Men ſhall be Boaſters, 
proud, Blaſphemers, diſobedient to Parents, 
wunthankful, unholy, without natural Aﬀettzon, 
Truce-breakers, falſe Accuſers, incontinent, 
fierce, Deſpiſers of thoſe that are good, Traztors, 
heady, high-minded, Lovers of Pleaſures more 
than Lovers of God f. See what a Regiment 
here is, lack 8s that Hell it felf, whither they are 
haſtning apace. Now Zovers of rhemſelves, and 
of none beſides, who alſo are coverors, are in the 
Head of them, and march in the foremoſt Rank. 
And no Wonder if we meet them, like ſome De- 
ſerters when they come out of a Town ſurren- 
dred: to the Enemy, with a Mask on; for there's 
none: 
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152 Diſcourſe of, &c. 

none of their Companions but have, as well as they, 
a Form of Godlineſ.. Well therefore might the 
Pfſalmiſt, when he mentioned the Covetous, add, Whom 
the Lord abhores, Pſal. x. 3. 
And now methinks that Man is perfectly blind, 
who cannot by the Eye of Faith fee Multitudes of 
rich Men ſinking down into Hell. Methinks I have 
the dreadful Cry of them in my Ears as they are 
falling into it, and over-hear them very mourpfully ' 

ſay, Fools that we were, we would not lay out ſome of 
that Money which we cou'd well enough have ſpared, ac- 
cording to God's Command; and therefore,” inſtead of 
mounting up to yondey Regions of Light, we are now tumbling 
beadlong into this And then the riſing Stench 
and Smoke of the dreadful Lake of Fire and Brim- 
ſt one, confuſedly mingled with the ſcorching Flames 
flaſhing up, and fo greedy to devour, that they meet 
them Part of the Way, do almoſt choke them, that 
they are not able to finiſh the Sentence. And there 
we mult leave them, rolling up and down in the 
Midſt of rhe boiling and black, tho' flamirg Waves, 
where the miſerable Wretches muſt abide for ever, 
without the Relief of Hope, that ever they ſhall 
have ſo much as the Eaſe of one Moment, or that 
any Period ſhall be put to their exquiſite Torments. 
But I am loth my Diſcourſe ſhould lexve my 
| Reader in Hell, that would bea ſad Concluſion of, 
wn my Book, aud of his Lite. I have ſhewn him the“ 
k Gares of Death; but "tis with this Deſign, to pre- 
vent his entring in. I would not hy to any Man, 
y Money periſh with thez, I would much rather 
exhort Men to labour after, and pray God they 
may have a better Mind, and rezdily part with 
fome of their Money, that they miy not loe their 
r Souls, for 'tis 1mpolhble they {houll ſave both of 
- them. To Repentance and Holine's towards God, 
| b and Faith in our Lord Jeſus Chrift, let there he ad- 
; £ ded an abundant Charity to the Poor; o will rich 
Men lay up in Store for themſelves a prod Feundat on 
againſt the Time to come, and lay Hold on eternal Life. \_ 
Ames and amen. 77 
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